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PREFACE

This book is intended to provide a systematic and concise analysis of theoretical
issues and information of practical usefulness, such as examination guidelines etc. of
the Japanese Patent Office as well as analysis of facts of the important case law. This
book is aimed at persons of legal profession in intellectual property law, including
scholars interested in a comparative law approach to the field of Patent Law.

This book is fundamentally based on my book in Japanese, published in 2004,
entitled Outlines of the Patent Law and Intellectual Property Related Treaty.

I have added, for the convenience of those readers who do not understand
Japanese, a provisional English translation of major provisions under discussion in
the text of this book as well as some background knowledge in basic laws of Japan
which will hopefully help readers to better understand the Patent Law of Japan.

This book has been updated to include the latest major revision of the Patent
Law effective as of 1 April 2005 and all prior revisions thereof, as well as two
important Intellectual Property High Court cases in 2005 and 2006 in addition to
one Supreme Court judgment in 2005.

Hiroya Kawaguchi
Takamatsu-Shi, Japan
June 2006
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