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THE LAW OF MEETINGS



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

The object of this book is to provide a comprehensive survey of
the rules, legal and conventional, which regulate the constitu-
tion and conduct of meetings. An effort has been made to pre-
sent the subject-matter in its logical development from general
custom and common law to the special and often intricate regu-
lations which are peculiar to particular bodies. Where the
source of a rule or principle is not manifest, its raison d’étre
has been indicated, i.e. expediency, equity and so on.

This book should thus be of value not only as a work of
reference but also to the layman, and especially as a textbook
for the student whose needs have been kept always in mind.

Part I reviews the law of meetings from its external aspect,
and deals with such matters as the so-called rights of meeting
and right of free speech. In Part II the rules which govern
meetings in general from their internal aspect are considered,
as for example voting rights, resolutions, amendments and the
like. Part III is concerned with the special rules affecting com-
panies under the Companies Act 1929, while Part IV deals
similarly with local authorities. In Part V the meetings of mis-
cellaneous bodies are investigated including, in particular,
those of statutory companies.

Acknowledgment is due to R. Hendry White, Esq.,
Barrister, for his assistance in the preparation of the Tables of
Cases and Statutes and the Index.

SEBAG SHAW
London,

August 1947



PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION

This edition has been brought up to date in the light of
changes and developments in the law, in particular by legisla-
tion, including the Companies Act 1976, the Race Relations
Act 1976 and the Criminal Law Act 1977.

Several cases in recent years have involved the concept of
“natural justice” in relation to the exercise of judicial or quasi-
judicial functions. A short chapter has, accordingly, been
added on this important and complex topic. Acknowledgment
is due to J. E. Pugh-Smith, Esq., Barrister, who contributed
this chapter.

SEBAG SHAW
E. DEnnis SmiTH

London,
February 1979
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