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Preface

This is an expanded version of my earlier monograph,
Comparative Politics: History, Methods and Approaches.
Here, I have revised and expanded the earlier chapters and
added six new chapters on substantive comparison of insti-
tutions in five major political systems of the contemporary
world. The five political systems included are: the USA,
UK, France, Russia and the People’s Republic of China. The
rationale for focusing on these particular systems are the
following: (i) these five countries help us to compare federal
and unitary systems; (i1) liberal democratic, post-communist
and reform-communist systems; (ii1) presidential and parlia-
mentary systems; (iv) multi-party, two-party and one-party
systems; (v) North American, European and Asian systems;
(vi) territorially large, moderate and small systems. I have
tried to focus on the differences as well as similarities among
these different systems. In addition, certain issues have been
further illustrated with occasional comparative references to
countries such as India, Brazil, Germany and Japan.

The dimensions for comparison included in this book are
not the only dimensions to which comparative analysis can
be addressed. It is possible to include other dimensions,
and other authors can make their own selections. I have
selected these dimensions as they appear to me to be the
most relevant not only for substantively understanding the
politics of these countries but also to see how comparative
analysis can enrich such understanding. In doing this, I
have made a modest effort to utilize the knowledge of com-
parative politics accumulated during the last five decades.
In terms of data and information, I have tried to be as up-
to-date as possible. Also, an effort has been made to make
the chapters reader-friendly.

This book is written for anyone who would care to be
introduced to the approaches to and the methods of com-
parative political analysis as well as to know how the major
political institutions work in these five countries. At the
same time, this work is expected to enrich the teaching and
learning of comparative politics (which remains in India a
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relatively weak area within academic political science) in
universities and colleges in India and elsewhere. A list of
key concepts frequently used in comparative politics has
been appended to for ready reference.

In completing this book, I have received help from the
libraries of Calcutta University, the American Information
Centre, Calcutta and the British Council, Calcutta as well
as encouragement from numerous former students and
colleagues. Sri Amar De of Sarat Book House combined
the virtues of eagerness with patience, which proved to be
vital for me in bringing this book to completion.

Kolkata
14 March 2006 R. C.

Preface to the third edition

I have tried to update the book by including facts
regarding electoral performance of political parties in UK
and the USA in their 2010 and 2012 elections respectively.
Recent developments in party behaviour in China have
been noted. Changes in the executive branch of the
governments in France, Russia and China have been
incorporated as also the introduction of a Supreme Court in
UK. I have also added a new appendix on model questions
which I hope would be helpful for setting the paper with
questions of different weightages.

I believe this new edition of the book will continue to
be useful to its readers.

Kolkata
10 July 2013 R. C.
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