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Preface

Improvements in diagnostic and therapeutic capability have allowed the interventional neuroradiol-
ogist to offer a steadily increasing variety of services to clinicians and patients. This progress has
been driven by three factors: the need for effective treatment of certain therapeutically challenging
diseases, the continuing advancement of technical capabilities, and the corresponding growth in
knowledge and skills of those practicing in this field.

Originally, interventional neuroradiologic procedures were primarily for treatment (occlusion) of
arteriovenous fistulae and intracranial arteriovenous malformations. The role of endovascular
therapy in the treatment of intracranial vascular lesions has been expanded by the emerging field
of therapy for intracranial aneurysms. Advancements in the therapy for a wide variety of head and
neck pathologies are being made as well.

An area of great potential is that of brachiocephalic revascularization, encompassing both extra-
cranial and intracranial angioplasty and stenting and the emergent endovascular therapy of stroke.
Because of the lack of organized information currently available, we have placed special emphasis
on these topics. In-depth discussion of the evolution of these therapies is provided along with the
rationales, specific techniques, controversies, and potential complications of these procedures.

As with any therapy, optimal outcome is most likely to occur when interventional neurologic
procedures are performed in the proper environment by physicians with the knowledge, skills, and
experience to accomplish these tasks. To best accomplish this goal, adequate preparation is neces-
sary. We believe that this mandates knowledge of the potential difficulties and complications that
can be encountered in these procedures and have stressed this aspect of treatment. Although the
acquisition of skill and experience is by necessity a gradual process, it is our goal to make
procurement of the necessary knowledge less arduous than it has been in the past.

J. J. CoNnNORrs III, M.D.
JoaN C. Wouak, M.D.
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NOTICE

Medicine is an ever-changing field. Standard safety precautions must
be followed, but as new research and clinical experience broaden our
knowledge, changes in treatment and drug therapy become necessary
or appropriate. Readers are advised to check the product information
currently provided by the manufacturer of each drug to be administered
to verify the recommended dose, the method and duration of administra-
tion, and the contraindications. It is the responsibility of the treating
physician, relying on experience and knowledge of the patient, to deter-
mine dosages and the best treatment for the patient. Neither the pub-
lisher nor the editor assumes any responsibility for any injury and/or
damage to patients or property.
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