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»2> Embassy of the United States of America

KEREETE ¥ ESCiEAR

Public Affairs June 1,2006
Section

Chief Editor

Guangxi Normal University Press
15 Yucai Road

Guilin, Guangxi Province 541004

The Embassy of the United States of America to the People's Republic of China congratulates the Guangxi
Normal University Press on the publication of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)

collection of U.S. diplomatic correspondence from diplomatic and consular posts in China.

These documents are an important part of the official archival record of the United States relationship with
China. The documents include records relating to the first commercial voyages by American ships in the

eighteenth century, the growing relationship in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and the

Second World War.

Reading and examining these primary source records can allow each generation of historians and
researchers to gain a first-hand perspective of the relationship between our governments, societies, and

peoples.

By publishing this collection, the Guangxi Normal University Press makes these historic American
government documents available to the broad community of scholars and to other public audiences. The
Guangxi Normal University Press’s publication of these volumes is a welcome contribution, inviting

further scholarship on the relations between China and the United States.

Sincerely yours,

Donald M. Bishop
Minister-Counselor for

Press and Cultural Affairs

17 Guanghua Lu, Beijing 100600. People’s Republic of China: Tel/#.1%:(010)6532—-1161; Fax/{& E:(010)6532-2039
M4k . www.usembassy-China. org. cn; # A R#EME LT K EEE 17 S 100600
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Original Introduction of Microfilm

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The volume reproduced in this microcopy has the following backstrip
titles "1 / Consular / Letters. / Chungking / July 18, 1896 / August 14,
1906 / Dept. of State." It contains despatches, with enclosures,
addressed to the Departmént of State from United States consular
representatives at Chungking, China, between July 18, 1896, and July 7,
1906, The consulate at Chungking was opened July 1, 1896, Closed on
March 20, 1901, the post was reopened by the Department of State early

in 1905.

This volume is part of a body of records in the National Archives
designated as Record Group No. 59, General Records of the Department
of State. It is generally referred to as Consular Despatches, Chungking,
volume 1. On August 14, 1906, the Department of State changed its
methods of filing correspondence and all series of correspondence
previously maintained were discontinued.

In Record Croup 84, Records of the Foreign Service Posts of the
Department of State, there are records kept by American diplomatic and
consular posts that have been transferred to the National Archives.
Among these are records of the consulate at Chungking, 1896-1930.

At the front of the roll are reproduced parts of volumes, con-
stituting registers of despatches received by the Department of State
from United States consular officials at Chungking from 1896 to 1906,
These volumes in"their entirety comprise registers of consulap des-
patches received by the Department of State from all parts of the world
from 1828 to 1906,
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