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I Shenchm Village on the shqreyoé»Paxy‘ans hake M
an elderly peasant widower and his two song,; Tarshyi

who was - wepty-one and Hsisershui who 'was. twelve.

They. ouned. Jess than m, aere,sf, leke shallows: om wihick

they: Taised reeds.. They were: hegvily in debt ta,Shen,
the mayor, whawasmebmthmdmﬁumw
active .znoney-lender in. the village, Shen’s clin; for
generations, had. been; the Jocal feudal lords, asowes.dns
ﬁﬁtﬂdvb}’ e very mma «f “the uﬂhgé,‘ “Mehb‘}’!
m fiShen Ramily ™ -7 107 wation b mee o doviia
-.. Tieh* wanted Taxshui to taﬁuu"hridez umd f;

mmmymmwmm

Sinve their dinemeisl status wes:alréady pm@f“h-
shui s’ mm!msmna about: Wmmee @m
m a hmhvect mnee to° themﬁ L
- Tings’ a ‘encugh ﬁfﬁ”is"”"h‘e protegzed‘ wﬂ‘%

"l' \, !-;E .

m&nage mthout a *mman arouﬁd to fun thmgs H‘e mﬁstad
that they could assume the additiohal ‘burden ‘i’a—shm
didn’t agree. Powertt

brawny arms, Ta-shm was a hard worker H“e fbought
fhat if he would put, his Baci: 19 it, and, labg

P N TR
T . A T VY :

“eTieh is a ﬁmﬂiar term for ‘mm:

bﬁt‘ Wftfl S¥oad s tﬁﬁ‘ers,'




mht;&eycouldgatridatthedebt Thenhewauld‘
feel free to marry.

'While the family argument was raging, on July 7, 1937,
the Japanese struck at the Marco ‘Polo Bridge outside of
Peking. The war bet ' and Japan had begun.

InShemMa,wﬁngono from the Kuomintang
mnythemﬁkeroundéﬂ%ﬂﬁmtstodigtrenehes Ta-
shui was among those conscripted. The police behaved
in their usual brutal fashion and he was cracked on the
deithielﬁbﬂ‘ver&lﬁnies dutmg t’henwﬂthtﬁey
spent&wlns chert IR
cmmmmeammbeawmawm The
Wmmmm%&%m;
its- rapid ritreat, pausing-only long ehough o ‘pillag
and-lont; The polive foree. loft nekt; #s néws atrived of
ehetauotmhrge%wnaﬁeramm my&ey

t}pm mbﬁg : :
silver money, -departed for healthiatcliinu &m&rlﬁ&
lawnd. by:¢he: petsy. afficiels: wito. mwwmm
they.oaMid .of -wihistever: wisnit nafled: downs: wor.<
—;rhevﬂAmwmheginmngmbmunmy f@m
aftesnoon Tesshisi- walked, aver i@ -the: village administra-
ﬁwpﬁgemwmmmmdlmmhum
He forwnd acrowd of, mﬁsstmx;iagammdan the

s ) & coniversation between. the mayer
amdsmneoithelocqissnt:y 'The lstter were 80 seared
tha’c they forgot their fancy speech aﬂgctguons, ;g;g m
‘Let‘s beat it! What's, ﬂ;ue use of shcking ypur mck
out ‘and waiﬂng for the a@@"”

“An& leave ajl this property };ehmd 1 I’m going 1o wait
und gee which way - the wind blows! . ..

“"Most people went around with thelr hearts _in their
 mouths, They becamé even more frightened when, the
" following day, refugees from the fighting zones began

uring in—some crying, and all very upset. - -




+Ta-shui, 'his father and: his brother. Hsido-shui. were
planting wheat on a little piece: of land they had lessed
froth Shen. They had no-draught animals; the brothers
pulled the seeder ‘while their father guided -it from be~
hind.  Since the seeder was heavy and Hsiao-shui ‘was
little more than a child, Ta-8hui did most of the pulling.
Built like an ox, he dragged thie seeder almost.effortlessly.
“At a time like this, you're planting wheat!?’ marvelled
one of the refugees “Do yem think you’lI be here to eat
lt?” .
" Pa-shui . stopped pulling mnd strﬁghtened hxs back
“He’s right, we're probably planting:for néthing,” he said
wornedly to"his ifather. “We'd better. leave’ - . '
. Pleh glared at him. - “Where'll'we run to¥- Getbaek'
to your pulling, boy. W die, therr there’s o problem:
If we live, we've atill got to eat?’ - .
Ta-shuiﬂadanelderwmnnadmdmackyhaiwhe
alsﬁﬁ%d%ﬁheﬁel'ﬁawfﬁrhism!@aa&mﬂﬁ 'Blacky
hadn’t mMgfmmmmm He was sécretly &
mémber 6f the Comniuntst Party, and was called “Blatky”
because of his dark ruddy ‘tomhplexion.’ ‘OnMy a(
Bifckimith, he had’ opened & smaﬂ Festatrant ‘as a “front
0l helpéd revolutionatlés mové abott frch one part of
the region to another., Then the police put ona “Com
munist. eragzh{éaiﬁon” camﬁs,ign “Things’ got too “het” foro
him and he had to leave. His wife. supponted herself and
the chxld EgY Weavmg mats and Qaskets o
6 Thg. refug;ees kept arnvmg inever, mcreq.si,ng numbets,
and found hving quarters wherever they, could. Mrs,
lacky'rsmwasoneo;tmxnanyuuggersm Shenchia
required to put.up friends or relatives running from the
Japanese scourge. Her mother,” Mrs. Yang, andﬁher
younger sister, Mei, appeared at her.door: one afternaon.
They had fled from their home town which ‘was alresdy
occupied by the Japanese. It was only ﬁfty miles west
of Shenchia. .



“What shall we do?”’ said Mrs. Yang in . despait.
“Bandits and deserters are everywhere. . . . Where can

I go with this girl and get away from all th:s trouble? O

She’s grown up, and should be married by now.. ‘I've
thaught. and: thought, but I don’t see any way out. ..
A few days laver, Mrs. Tsal approached Tieh about

was delighted. RS
- “That’s wonderful!” he sxmled " “We don’t have mueh
money now, but if your mother will consent. 2o
“Whoivahtstogetmmnedmtheseunsebﬂedhmés
Ta-shui pautabled, but his: heart-pounded queerly..
In the past, Mei had come to Shenchia often m'visit
her elder sister. Ta-shui had met her there and talked
with her several times. She was a very prefty girl, a

Ocapable housekeeper with 8 pleasant disposition. Omce

S2o
thngammhhetwem‘ri-smnmdherm Father .

Ta-shui went to ask Mrs. Tsal to 4o,same mending, for

him, - She was out, but Mei, who was visiting at the time,
did, - the job neatly and quickly, without a word... - .

Mei is. a fine girl, thought Ta-shyi. .1- sertainly Would
he happy, if I were married to her. .

Mrs,  Toad ‘knew how he felt, Now. that she had his
father s consent she returmd home to talk it. over vmh
her mother,

Mel was sitting on the kang,*“abusy with needle and

. thread. She wiis seventeeh, Slim, but quiﬁe strong She

could carry a full bucket of water a long way without
having to set it down Her miother wiis old-fashioned and
made her wedr a long thick braid and bahgs.. As her
sister and thother talked, Mei Faised her big eyes for a
moment. She saw her sixber smiling in her direction, and
fgiiessed that they were-discussing her prospective mar<
ritge. She began to blush furiously. Keeping her head
downaslfinbmtonherwerk shehstenedclosely«to
wi'mt was bemg sald '

*A bnck oven-bed.



+ «Ta-shuiis a fine boy—honest and sweet, she thought.
I I could marry a good-hearted peasant like him, I'd be
content all my life. . ..

" To her surprise and- disappomtment her mother
couldn’t make up her mind. 'Ta-shui’s family was so
pbor. . . . “There’s no rush about this;” said Mrs. Yang
finally. “We’ll talk it over again later.”

It soon became apparent that Mrs. Tsai couldn’t afford
to take care of her two guests. Méi and her mother
moved to the home of another relative in a nearby village.
The marriage question was left in abeyance.

®

In the fall, the bandits got busy They menaced every
village. . The gangs would ferce the villages to give them
~ official status, Posing -as their “protectors,” they con-
stantly made levies for “upkeep.” =

-in Shenchia, twemamuomwmedmmo
Wad. one: g and five men.  One day he went to. Shen, the
mayor, and asked, “What about it? All the other villages
have organized. Unless Wwe do the same, I: can’t prormse
to give protection.” '

" Li-was well known as a local tough. His prw‘ate gang
havmg Tun off, the mayor had no choice but to consent.
That afternoon, the villagers were sunmoried” to ‘meet in
the temple courtyard. Ta-shui and his father attended.
His pistol stuck in his belt, Li got up on'the steps and
addressed the gathering. He used new terms he had 're-
cenﬂy ‘heard but about whose meamng he was more than
a little vague. :

“Tt’s like this,” he said. “Every vﬂlage has a protec-
tion group, and we've got to have one too—-—-pa;d for by
the. village., These days we’ve all got to work together
and share everything with one another. This is called
‘communizing.’”’ :



He stepped down, pulled out a pack of cigaréttes, ind -
began handing them out. “Let’s communize!” he sﬁlﬂ
grandly.

. Cooking - facilities and sleeping quarters for the gang
were promptly set up in the temple. , ,
Tieh angrily tugged Ta,-shuls arm. “Let’s go home t,o_

work — these people are all crazy!”

Later that afternoon, Hsiao, a young peasant ne1ghbour
asked Ta-shui to join the band \mth him. Ta-shui shook
his head. .

““No one in my family was. ever mlxed up in that kmd
of dirty business,” hé said.

In the nearby village of Hochuang, another gang of

. bandits was formed. It was headed by one Ho, a big

landlord who owned abolit 750 acres. I—lfo was a mmember
of the Kuomintang Party sénd had been a ‘staft officer {1 .
the Kuomiintang srmy. Chin-lung, a ‘shrewd, ‘cruel foung
man, was Ho's bodyguard dfil a"rankirg- oﬂieer in the
“Hochuang Gompatiy.” 'Thée gang, whick was quité lafge,
had a-considerable number:oﬁ gmmd was. fulll of arssy
deserters and former police. ‘Li, knowing his crew comid
never-stand- up - against the Hoehuang wmwd goimd
forces with it.

Ho’s enlarged gang roved from one village tp the. next
commandeering food.. ‘Thejr, demands usually were in
terms of 1,000 lbs, — whether meat or wheat, oil or
vinegar,. The peasants were very hard pressed In ad-
d;tlon, the ‘gang would make levies of paeney on the
entire vﬂlage

‘Meanwhile the Japanese were moving south along the
rallway to the west. Because this was quite far from the
Paiyang villages, one could still draw a breath.’

One aftérnoon Ta-shui sat with his father in a little
boat, while his brother Hsiao-shui did the rowing. = After
travelling’ dbout half-a mile, they came out of the irlet
into Paiyang Lake. In the clear shallow water along the
shore there was a dense growth of reeds, which belonged

10



to-them. © They stepped: out of the boat and wiélded thelr
gleammg sickles, - ..

-Oblividus: to the cries! of the water fowl star‘tled by
their presence, they worked steadily. Overhead, a hawk
. was slowly circling. Ta-shui wondered whether he and

- Mei coyld, eyer get married. He had no way of knowing O .
that, against, her will, her mother had already engaged
her to someam; else, and set the date for the wedding,
Thhien lucky man was the bpdyguard, now turned bandit,
.Chin-lung

'I’he su.n wgs almost &t, its. scarlet, qeﬂectitm on the
w'ﬁa:e of ithe. water dazzled the: eyes. Heavily.laden
with peeds, the boat moved sluggishly back in the direc-
tion of the. dyke, the two, brothers straining at the oars.
By the-time they unloaded the cargo on the shore, it was
dark and the moon had;reached the tree-iops. .

l‘l;e fpllowing, nornipg, Tasshui and Tieh. md ‘most
of; their 5ends.gver- to, Shen. to meet. an;intaresk payment. &
A few hours later, Ho’s bandits imposed o frash’ levy
which wiped puk.the small surplus of reeds left. -

-Fhe nett day, Chin-lung, a pistol strapped round his

- meRist; camermiding towdrds Shenchia on 'a big miule. »He
mam,g for recruits 4o his handit'geng. :On the road
He-saw Taxshui picking inenure with ‘& wooden' bucket
and ‘shoval>: Reining toca stop, he cocked his head'to one
sidé anti-flashéd -ocsuple.of pold teeth in greeting.

| “Hey,dfupid-+~ what areyou deing that for?" he called.
“Ceonmigtin with ub aiid eat white rolls and ‘Stewed pork!

- Ta-shub -kmew what kind of ‘tan Chih-lung: was. -He@Q
broke “intyr & ‘wervous sweat. “I’m no goo& at that sort
of thing,” he replied comfusedly. = -

“What! Yeu mean you doi’t kﬂow How' to-éat’ white
rells and dtewed pork?” moeked Chin<lung coldly.

Ta-shui, couldn’t think of anythmg to say. Hg coqhnued
“SIOWIJ ﬁo ‘the road with' his head down, scqepmg up

, Mmanure and putting it into his bucket

1n



ing watched hima scornfully. “¥ew wen&min‘

nght you’ve got your eyes in your behind!” he hootete

He kicked up his mule, swung. his crop and galloped eﬂ
Ta-shui ghred after him until he dmsappeared
“ .
‘51

i Octoiser forees of thé Comnit tghth 'Rodte
Army tindés General Lu Ch&ng-tsao ca,mped a few mﬁ@s
from Shen¢hia. One of Ta-shui’s neighbuurs had seen
them on his way back from & fnarket town Where he tiad
gone to sell home-made cloth, He couldn’t preise them
enoughwhdw different they were Trom the “guzzle-and-

‘ swﬂlsolﬂ‘iérﬁ”ashedascnbe&thebaudits “He'told how

they wore rough cloth mﬁ’fom, ate’ thillét, fought theé
Japanese, looked: after Rie’ Peasir  and’ ﬂeamﬁnpme
bandits. " ‘ R
‘That’sWhatIcaHareﬂWl%sud’mmgup
a:thufi febm a clehched it *Jolt thés, ‘it -Fou-wan

to -fight ilie Japanese! - Wmm%m
sndeswill soldiers iy craggi®:. o
Theméhndotmmmmmm m&*
mediately, dezens: of yeung men wanted teenlist in the
“Pa Lui,” as the Communist: Bighth Route: Ay was ‘then
called* The “Hoehuang Company,” afraid the Pa Lu
would wipe it out, hastﬂydemdectwqanMa“seK*
defence corps.” It was joimed by ancthef! Kivominta
oﬁxcer,aiormerumympmnmmedﬁua,whuhad
deserted- during the mass exodus of Chiang: Kai-shek’s
men... Ho. vegognized him 4s one of . his ovm kind and

‘dwmﬁad hxm \mth the title. oi “mmnmm ”. 'xhe

it were then' own sma]l k;ingdgm ST
.By. now,. Ta-shmwaswearyoiwamagtornmabout
his marrisge.  While Mrs,, 'I.‘sa; dndn’t haye the. saurage

""*In the librated arens the term “Pa L (Bighth Route), was
oiten 1sed ‘synbriymously  for' Al Communist’ Ted imﬁfa . and
government organizations. = ! S
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o tell him.the. Jzuth, since such.a Jong-time had already
expired, he guessed that there was, np hope... At home,

Oeganeipic conditions were gaing from. bad. to. worse. - Half
the time they dida’t.have. enpugh to. eet Tqrshw. felt
depressed,and reseptful.

e T hisig the limitl-he said tq hls iather “We i‘e Pl‘&ctrs-
cally starving. We’'d be better off if I Jomed the Pa La.”
- “Yowire -out -of your miad! Don't get:paixed up in
things- that &m’ﬁmmem m. : You’n be gettmg mamed
80QRr ="t o T o

S newer: gm to get mrned;!‘ I’H ?oe 8. mmk mth

mm e to:join the armyl’ 4

ngwshm o ican’t.go,” pelled. Twh,,anqraw mppm '

moawmmmmmm ‘%uinmtontam
about ik~ you. insist!” . o

T4~shui scowled and rolled over on the kang Gnvenng
his-head with the:quilt; he went 1o sleep. .. .

" The fcilowisig moming, Famshui’s. cousin, thky Tm
ﬂmm mmd o Sheachid. . He:was-healthy and
in: fine apicits; theugh his clothes were 3 mass ‘of patches.

4mm'ﬁamm :his bristly moustache twristed
mwm ‘Fhe two chatted animatediy mﬂ‘ﬂi&ﬁeﬂ

home,began dmppmg e Tt e 30 B o straight-

forward, honest mian, and pecple liked being with him

'andtaikingnﬁth:m E’is '&wu-rmnm lmusewaé so0h
‘crowded ‘withe visitors, . o

-+This Was:the period cf ’fKuommt&ng—Commﬁmst Gm-
operatlon,” and Blacky Teai no-longer had to.hide. He
told bis friends. the war news and 'of the peiv. slogane That
weére-sweeping: the -country ~— *Defent Japanese Imppri-
alisia,” ‘%bﬂiue the Whole Nation,” “Improve the Peo~

pie’s Livelihiind”. Et‘he paaums mmdr .
 phrases with mmn e thus new

aﬁter ew*yone else hm:l iaeﬂz,u,lﬁs
mmlwked?athim intently. -




%mw&r@mbeﬁsmwinadefeﬁéd
Mygum_ty asked: v o A i s {:{3
“No«om} ‘wants ‘that,” said Ta-shui Didnt WW
get through temngushewterﬁbhmmmw*J 3
Good!" said Blacky softly. “Work with'ime; m
forms a: ¥ tia Whenm Jme mum
tmr’ TR LMy ‘./!.‘“‘_)
Ta-shui’ hud l'mard m.s cmi?h wk for ever: air‘hour,
but there were still some things he couldst Beliewd):
“How can we beat them empty-handed?” he askeéd: '

Blacky Tsai: laughed.: “We den’t have 't Worry fthat .

there are thousands of Japanese. ‘The dnby Wktow
is ‘that: thiéT pesple  wioh's Fise e@aiint thien 1sokndisokigh.
Dnce thip people are aroused; we' ehir’t Joss! o Weo kil
‘arms. Tomorrow help me move m mm
you. say?” R RO VR ST WO 2Li13~nT
Ta-shui was- ﬂuﬁbergw J?Mh:sghﬁf 4ii% hewtane
mﬂedgrl‘ihﬁé tomuorrow: Five ot wotme worlk W 89, <11
“Therels hothing to bie afeaid of,” Blavky: sutited: ‘Welll

go togethier. - No one will pay any attantion to ey cousins )

out for a‘walk. 1 guarafitee thut nothing Will heppen(®
~Tu-shat Besitated. “T'll hdve to: ask iy fhther,” ‘he oadd
evasively. FRTEHE
. Humsmsfmokhmheaﬂhnddep@adhmhwmthe
shoulder. -“Old brother, don't talk to him about this. .1
don’t%nt to-fake any: chancds of this leaking cut.” He
leened:over and whispered hisl plan into:Pu-shui’s-eer. :

Ta-shui thought a moment. “Fine;let’s do'it that way,”

he laughed: - a&mmgiziwm;mw&f

couragesnent, he returned homel
The fpllowing dsyrtha’twmeumm,mh cerry&
ing a:'shoulder ‘pole with- two large empty wicker fish

baskets —- one on each.end. To ahiyonie who asked wherep

they were heading, Blacky replied casually ‘that thew
were going to buy. fish to resell at retail. -

Onceautmdethewﬂage;theyfollomdthedykéa'

distance, then cut over to thé west. At dusk, they reached

14



the village of Hohsi on the.FPu Riyer.- Anai&lady@med
gbequﬁasmanhouseinresponsetoﬂxeirknm iShe o
peergdatth@mmthehghto&anoﬂlmpwlﬁnhshh
“I’ve come for the thmg;, Blacky md ina low voice
ri:;The white-haired lady led themi toan inner eoirtys:
mmammdw@ammmmmmmm'
placemaastack otgma&nmhandepmdu -1t was
$ull of -hand -grenades — about three hundred: of them —
all sizes. The men filled the four baskets and covered
them tightly with lotus leavés.. The dld lidy gawe them
some-water and gorn muffing while Blacky tallced Wwith
beesguietly for a few mipmates. - Thén they lifted: thefr
eavrying poles -on to their shoulders andsmt’eéback
through the night. :
“Who :gave us 80 many jhombs?” Ta-shui aw in a.
whisper;.as: they sirode swifily-along the dark noad. -

. “'I‘hey’tehund@*eﬂad@, andi nobody: gave them to ua,”

{aughed . his. cousin. . *'Wie-sgathered ' them. - Wiest- the
Kuomintang asmiy ran: sway, they left behind  great
quantities of munitions. Most of the rifles and pistols we
collecten! we'vaturned over: to.General Lu. We'l: dmﬁne
wi@ these .few hand grenpdes —:youll see!”
-3 was wivaest: dawn. whely (they: mm atuﬂﬁ
vdlgee ‘They .went dipdetly: to the school which -hadn't
heen-used since the Japasese attack at Lukouchiao:(Marco
Polo Bridge).. Shuang. the weaver, who worked = tiny
tremely dextrous. He had already dug two deep 'holés-in
the earthen floor of the teachers’ room.: Working quiétly,
theihreemheganhmymgthemda mmm
as the coeks started to crow. - .

O

Masthenmiewdm BlaakyT&imﬂzeduwut
@admm Meeting every night in the abandened

I




Mwwmﬂedmﬁmnmeef““ =

MEitis. 7 At the same: time, they. let it wmm’

‘General \Lu had issued powetful Mauser pistols to-them.
They spread the word that they would: settl&m mym
welio: oppbeed: fAghting the Japanese. . 7 -oT
‘b Rypabwnd workeds during thie day and e wWoahd With
Hhighobusin :gtnight! <He wap' pleased ind: ammmy
the new. world which Blacky was opening torhim - ».}
S‘Whatmﬁsﬁmsmyou up to?": Tm &m him aab
dagns S
- Resisting: vthé Hapuieset"' T
Sl dday:. you ehn’t Sey hair nor . hide o:t a*‘muph M
WW&MMW who - triad:to: rexist
thetn. - What have -a-hisdful @f then- ]ﬂ:e MLMM
lick ‘em?” ERUR:. (¢ RN SN
u “lsiitibetberinet to try and just: kmmﬂe utider?
iehdand ~famid|re;*,@a—m&lkm&upwadw
‘fﬂsmm’tm roie-do: thiss U'ih Jolts theéaemy ™ 1.
wwﬂhﬁnmwwa nosel - Anydiow;. I@aat
mmlc m ﬂs’ ‘mm M m mem
wdisnen v&aswwﬁed tws&eﬁmt mmw
orgamzed e eﬁhﬁumm of men ‘arowid
Shert:; was-afraid they migiti gtart “‘communiziag’ the
prbperty of the wealthy.. By thei; a few of his former
pevsonal gang bad drifted baek and that stifferied the
meyor’s spine.  His frst fmpidse was to -eristh | Tsafs
grotpritomediately. - But: whien - he-: feard that: they had
guns;.he deéided- ﬁo»send*ﬁulurone of: ‘his aw gmg 1o
sdo-ai kit of spying first.” Sl vk
. %ﬁbnﬁgm;xuluwasmttadbythe»monmwy
sty a5 he $neaked up to the abandoned school. . Tum,
the sentry, a great hulk of-a young fellow, was hiding.
in the shadows.
“Who's there? — answer at once or I fire!”. he roared
Kulir thougit Piin veally had a’gun and whas' seaved
speeblﬂeﬁs, bit hé didn’t daretorun. Tun giabbed him
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