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Introduction to ethical
behaviour in the e-classroom

It’s late Sunday night. You are alone in your room. You
have been running errands all day. You had an argument
with your significant other. Your roommate is asking for
your share of the rent money, and your check was short two
hundred dollars. You have a paper due tomorrow. You are
in no mood to write an essay this late. Your planning is out
of kilter. You search the Internet and retrieve the results of
an essay about your topic. You have a sudden strange
feeling as you skim through the essay, thinking to yourself
that this is good. It will make for a great paper. But, you
know that it is wrong, and only entertain the thought for a
split second before writing your own paper. Rewind for a
second. You skim through the essay, thinking to yourself
that this is good. It will make for a great paper. You say to
yourself, “I can change a few words and no one would be
the wiser.” Rewind for another second. You skim through
the essay, thinking to yourself that this is good. It will make
for a great paper. You say to yourself, “I can use it, but
what if I get caught? The instructor might discover that
I didn’t write the paper. Is it worth the chance of getting
caught?”



l Ethical Behaviour in the E-Classroom

Your mind goes round in circles as you wonder if you
should use the paper. You comment to yourself, “Should I or
should I not go down this dubious path? What shall I do?”
The choice of good or bad reverberates in your mind. For
some of you, it is not a dilemma of right or wrong. You
know that it is not right and will submit your essay by doing
the hard work or accept the late points that could be applied
if you do not make the deadline. Some of you also know
right from wrong, but choose the opposite, which is to cheat
with trepidation. Some of you will use the paper with no
remorse. Doubtful, decisive, remorseful, noncommittal,
resolute, or questionable could all describe parts of the
ethical or unethical choices in this scenario or any given
ethical scenario. This textbook explains what it means to be
ethical in online classes — in higher education. This will be
accomplished by addressing ethical and unethical choices
and patterns of good and poor behaviour online.

Fortunately, distance education has made it possible for
working adults, or adults who desire to continue their
education, to obtain their degrees online. Attending classes
online means that you have a computer that is Internet ready
and connected. You log in on your computer, at a time
convenient to you, to your school’s electronic software to
complete class work and meet assignment deadlines. Your
instructor is not aware of who is behind the computer, just
like you are not aware of your instructor. You do not know
each other’s personal traits, profiles, appearances — unless
there is a picture of your instructor on the school’s website —
learning styles, and/or behaviours. You start this task with
an attitude of blind trust, hoping to work with an ethical
instructor, and the instructor hopes that students will submit
their work and make ethical choices. You also do not know
who is actually grading your work. The instructor does not
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know who is submitting the work. Yes, as the student, you
are enrolled in the course. Yes, as the instructor, the person
is hired to complete a job. But, who is the real you behind
the computer? Who is actually doing the work as the student
enrolled in the degree program? Is it you or the Internet? Is
it family members, peers, a hired person, or chat rooms?

Therein is the dilemma of ethics online. Although some
instructors make unethical choices as well, this book will
address concerns of students’ ethics or lack of ethics in the
online classroom. You will read about several true cases of
unethical student behaviour in online classes. You will learn
what is considered a violation of the code of ethics when
pursuing your online degree. You will learn how to avoid
issues that will place you in the position of victim or offender
while being an online student by reviewing topics such as
plagiarism, critical thinking, and communication methods.

This is a book of reflection and examination. It is real,
current, and not figurative. Therefore, some of the statements
are crude. You will reflect on times when you made good or
poor decisions and the results of both. You will examine
others’ choices and actions and then review the repercussions.
You will have the opportunity to decide on your possible
course of action for some of the dilemmas presented in this
book. You can decide where you are with your moral make-
up. If there are any misconceptions or poor thinking patterns
that have plagued your life and thought processes, you can
develop an ethical plan to be a successful online student. If
you are good and feel strong about your convictions, you
can still grow and ensure your success as an online student.
Throughout this book, you will have the opportunity to
reflect on your private thoughts and really self-assess your
actions. The first of these is located in Figure I.1.



