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AIM

Apps

BibTeX

Bookmarklet

Glossary

AOL Instant Messenger: one of the earliest
real-time chat tools, which is still used
today. AIM exists as a client and as a
cloud-based chat tool

Short for applications, the term usually
applies to software for mobile devices and
tablets. It is also sometimes used to refer
to website or browser enhancements. For
example, the Chrome browser store calls
its browser extensions apps.

The citation file format associated with
the LaTeX markup language. BibTeX
allows LaTeX users to integrate references
into the larger work. Many subscription
databases, as well as free tools, such as
Google Scholar, allow users to export
citations in BibTeX. Most citation
managers allow users to import BibTeX
citations.

A web browser bookmark that can be
used to import web page metadata into a
cloud-based tool. Where most bookmarks
bring users to a page, bookmarklets bring
page data to a tool.
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CalDAV

Client

.doc

.docx

DOI

.Ics

IM

10§

IRB

IRC

A standard for web-based calendars, the
format allows users to sync calendars
across devices, both client- and web-based.

Downloaded software used to interface
with a cloud-based service. Many cloud
services allow users to interact either via a
client or via a web browser.

The Microsoft file format for word-
processed documents.

The current Microsoft file format for
word-processed documents (as of Word
2007).

Digital object identifier: a unique
alphanumeric string, which can be used to
locate academic content online, using the
CrossRef service (www.crossref.org). Users
with an article DOI can enter it into
CrossRef, where they’ll be taken to the
article, assuming they’re entitled to access.

The iCalendar file format. Many web-
and client-based calendars allow users to
import and export data in this format.

Instant messaging: the process of real-time
text chat, usually between two people.

Apple’s mobile operating system, used on
iPhones and iPads.

A college- or university-wide committee
that reviews and approves all research
involving humans.

Internet Relay Chat: a protocol that
allows users to chat either as a group or
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one-on-one. Users communicate by
connecting to specific IRC servers. Once
connected to a server, users communicate
in areas called rooms.

ISBN International Standard Book Number: a
unique number used to identify books.

JSON JavaScript Object Notation: a commonly
used format for web-based data. Certain
cloud-based tools allow users to export
their data in this format, which is human-
readable.

LaTeX A markup language used to format
documents, wusually equation-driven
scholarship, but not exclusive to it.

Metadata A broad term for subject headings used to
describe electronic data. They frequently
include fields such as title, author, and
publication date.

.mht A file format used to represent entire
captured web pages in one file, including
images. Users saving a web page in Internet
Explorer will wind up with an .mht file,
which becomes a locally-hosted version of
the saved page.

.odt The OpenDocument text document
format: commonly used in open source
word processors such as LibreOffice and
Apache OpenOffice (formerly OpenOffice.

org).

Operating system The software used to control computer
hardware. Examples include Windows 7,
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PDF

PMID

RIS

RSS

rtf

SXW

Mac OS X, and Linux. Mobile operating
systems include Android and iOS.

Portable document format: PDFs are files
that cannot be edited in the same way as
traditional text-based, word-processed
documents. Instead, they are more
designed to preserve the formatting of a
document, so the document renders
consistently across software and hardware.

PubMed Identifier: the unique number
assigned to PubMed database documents.

A citation file format. Certain subscription
collections allow users to export citations
in this format and many citation
management tools are able to import
these files.

Rich Site Summary: allows users to import
content across sites into a centralized
reader. Many subscription databases allow
users to create RSS feeds of searches, with
search results showing up in the centralized
reader.

Rich Text Format: a common and portable
word-processed document format that
tends to work well across different word
processors.

The precursor to the OpenDocument
format, these kinds of word-processed
files are still seen as an option in many
open source word processors, such as
LibreOffice and Apache OpenOffice.
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Xt The file extension for a text file: these very
portable files support very little formatting,
but can be opened with a multitude of
tools across devices.

wpd The file extension used to indicate
WordPerfect documents.

XML Extensible Markup Language: a language
used to describe web content. While most
users do not work with XML directly,
XML drives a lot of web-based tools,
making it easy for information to be
transmitted and shared.
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