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To the Student

An introductory course in any discipline is chock-full
of new terminology, concepts, and facts. Sometimes
students forget that these new ideas and vocabulary
are actually intellectual tools that can be put to work
for analyzing and solving problems. In preparing this
book, we have selected readings that will show you
how anthropological concepts, discoveries, and meth-
ods can be applied in today’s world.

The study of anthropology can help you view the
world in a completely different way. You can come to
appreciate the great diversity of human cultures and
the interrelatedness of economic, sociopolitical, and
religious systems. Anthropology can give you a broad
perspective on humanity and help you understand
other people’s beliefs and customs. In doing so, it can
help you become a better citizen in an increasingly
global society.

The fascinating side of anthropology seems ob-
vious to most educated people, but there is also a
practical side of the discipline, complementary and
less well known. We have selected the readings in this
book to demonstrate that practical, applied side. Many
of the articles are examples of anthropological ideas
and research methods in action—being used to under-
stand and solve practical problems. We have included
career profiles of anthropologists working outside the
college and university setting that show how they are
applying anthropology. We believe that the fundamen-
tal lessons of anthropology can be applied to many
careers and all areas of human endeavor.

Over the years, we have found that students often
read assignments without planning, and this actually

makes studying less efficient. Before you read a selec-
tion, it is important that you first spend a few moments
skimming it to get an idea of what it is about, where it
is going, and what you should look for. This kind of
preliminary reading is a poor idea for mystery novels,
but it is essential for academic assignments. Without
this preparation, the article may become a hodge-
podge of facts and figures; details may be meaning-
less, because you have missed the big picture. By plan-
ning your reading first, you can see how the details are
relevant to the central theme of an article.

To help you with planning your reading, we have
included questions at the beginning of each article. By
studying the questions in advance, you may gain an
idea of what is to come and why the article is impor-
tant. This will help make the time you spend reading
more fruitful. Most of the questions highlight the cen-
tral themes of the essay or draw your attention to
interesting details. Some of the questions, however,
do not have straightforward answers—they are food
for thought and topics for discussion.

These articles have been selected with you, the
student, in mind. We hope they convey to you our
excitement about the anthropological adventure, and
we expect that you will find them both enjoyable and
thought-provoking.

If you are interested in further reading in applied
anthropology, there are several excellent books avail-
able, such as Applied Anthropology: A Practical Guide, by
Erve Chambers; Applied Anthropology: An Introduction,
by John van Willigen; Anthropological Praxis: Translat-
ing Knowledge into Action, by Robert M. Wulff and
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Shirley J. Fiske; and Applied Anthropology in America,
by Elizabeth M. Eddy and William L. Partridge. And
you might want to look at the journals Human Organi-
zation and Practicing Anthropology, both of which are

published by the Society for Applied Anthropology.
The National Association of Practicing Anthropologist
(NAPA) has also published interesting works on spe-
cific fields such as Medical Anthropology.



To the Instructor

Introductory anthropology has become an established
part of the college curriculum, and through this course
our profession communicates with a large and diverse
audience. Members of that undergraduate audience
differ in experience, academic concentration, and ca-
reer aspirations. For those students considering an-
thropology as a major, we need to provide (among
other things) a vision of the future, of anthropological
work to be done in the public domain as well as within
the academy. For them, we need to provide some an-
swers to the question, “What can I do with a degree in
anthropology?” For students majoring in other areas,
such as business, engineering, or psychology, we need
to address the question, “How can anthropological
insights or research methods help me understand and
solve human problems?” If we can provide such a
service, we increase the likelihood that students will
find creative solutions to the professional problems
that await them, and we brighten the future for our
anthropology majors by underscoring the usefulness
of an anthropological perspective on the practical
problems of today’s world.

Over the years, we have found that most introduc-
tory texts have done little more than include a chapter
on applied anthropology at the end of the book. This
suggests, at least to students, that most of anthropol-
ogy has no relevance to their lives. Such treatment by
most textbooks also implies that the application of
anthropological knowledge is a tangent or after-
thought—at best, an additional subject area, such as
kinship or politics.

We disagree. We believe that the applications of
anthropology cut across and infuse all the discipline’s

subfields. This reader is a collection of articles that
provide examples of both basic and applied research in
biological anthropology, archaeology, cultural anthro-
pology, and anthropological linguistics.

One of our primary goals is to demonstrate some
of the ways our discipline is used outside the academic
arena. We want anthropology to be seen as a field that
is both interesting and relevant to the real world. Like
the public at large, students seem well aware that the
subject matter of anthropology is fascinating, but they
seem unaware of both the fundamental questions of
humanity addressed by anthropologists and the prac-
tical applications of the field.

Any student who completes an introductory
course in anthropology should learn that anthropolog-
ical work, in its broadest sense, may include (or at least
contribute to) international business, epidemiology,
program evaluation, social impact studies, dispute
resolution, organizational analysis, market research,
and nutrition research, even though their introductory
anthropology texts make no mention of these fields. To
emphasize how anthropology can be put to work in
different settings, we have included several profiles of
anthropologists whose careers involve applying an-
thropology outside the university setting.

We chose the readings in this book to complement
the typical course in introductory anthropology. The
sequence of articles follows the organization of stan-
dard anthropology textbooks, grouped under tradi-
tional headings such as sex roles and marriage, rather
than headings based on the applied areas such as
medical anthropology or the anthropology of develop-
ment. As in most contemporary textbooks, anthropo-
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logical linguistics is included under culture and com-
munication. Had we meant this book to be a reader on
applied anthropology, our organization would have
been different. While this book could be used in
courses on applied anthropology (an earlier edition
has been), this was not our intended audience. Also,
for this reason, we have not provided extensive discus-
sion of the history or definition of applied anthropol-
ogy. For students interested in this, there are a number
of fine books on the subject. These include Applied
Anthropology: A Practical Guide, by Erve Chambers;
Applied Anthropology: An Introduction, by John van
Willigen; Anthropological Praxis: Translating Knowledge
into Action, by Robert M. Wulff and Shirley ]. Fiske;
and Applied Anthropology in America, by Elizabeth M.
Eddy and William L. Partridge.

Although people distinguish between basic and
applied research, much of anthropology falls into a
gray area, having elements of both. Many selections in
this reader fall into that gray zone—they are brief eth-
nographic accounts that contain important implica-
tions for understanding and resolving problems. We
could have included a large number of articles ex-
emplifying strictly applied research —an evaluation re-
port of agency performance, for example. While this
sort of research is fascinating and challenging to do, it
is usually not exciting for students to read. We have
selected articles that we believe are fascinating for
students and convey the dual nature (basic/applied) of
social science research.

We want to thank the entire staff at Mayfield Pub-
lishing Company and especially our editor, Jan Beatty,
for her vision, good humor, and tolerance.

We would especially like to thank the following
instructors who returned questionnaires about the se-
lections in the first edition that their students found
most valuable and enjoyable.

Myrdene Anderson, Purdue University; Dean
E. Arnold, Wheaton College; Frank Bartell, Commu-
nity College of Philadelphia; Harold R. Battersby,
SUNY College at Geneseo; Jeffrey A. Behm, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, Oshkosh; Vaughn M. Bryant, Jr.,
Texas A & M; Peter Castro, Syracuse University;
B. Dennis, University of Michigan, Flint; Charles
Ellenbaum, College of DuPage; Thomas Fitzgerald,

University of North Carolina, Greensboro; Patrick
D. Gaffney, University of Notre Dame; Francis B. Har-
rold, University of Texas, Arlington; David T. Hughes,
Wichita State University; B. Joans, Merritt College;
D. Johnson, North Carolina Agricultural and Technical
State College; Frank C. Leonhardy, University of
Idaho; Janet E. Levy, University of North Carolina,
Charlotte; Susan Long, John Carroll University;
Ronald R. Mclrvin, University of North Carolina,
Greensboro; James H. Mielke, University of Kansas;
Winifred Mitchell, Mankato State University; S.
Moore, Georgia Southern College; R. Mucci, Indiana
University Northwest; Phillip D. Neusius, Indiana
University of Pennsylvania; Sarah Ward Neusius, In-
diana University of Pennsylvania; Catherine J. Sands,
Central Washington University; Diane Sank, City Col-
lege of New York; C. Shelton, La Salle University;
B. Siegel, Furman University; N. Stirrat, College of
Lake County; James A. Wanner, University of North-
ern Colorado; Nancy White, University of South Flor-
ida, Tampa; and I. Wundram, Oxford College of
Emory University.

We would also like to thank the following people
who have been so willing to share their viewpoints
and efforts in compiling this volume: Cary Hardwick,
Eric Johnson, Hollande Levinson, Nicole Needham,
Judy Robertson, Diane Shere, Aleem Walji, and Pat
Woelber.

To help busy instructors, we have provided an
intructor’s manual for this edition that includes for
each article a brief summary, key terms, and test
questions.

To help students better understand the subject
matter, we have included a number of pedagogical
aids: introductions and guiding questions for each
article; a global map that pinpoints the locations of
places and peoples discussed in the articles; and, for
easy reference, an extensive glossary and index.

In our experience, introductory students are as
eager to learn about the applications of anthropologi-
cal knowledge as they are fascinated by anthropo-
logical insights into human history and cultural diver-
sity. The selections in this book should not only help
students understand why anthropology is important
in today’s world, but also should make the course more
memorable and meaningful.
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