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Read This First

... not just because it’s at the beginning of the book, but because if you don’t,
you’ll wonder what the devil is going on.

Let me get right to the point: The most unusual thing about this book is
that it wasn’t written by one of us. Truth is, it was originally written by Kongor.

It all started more than two decades ago. I still have the notes I made at the
time, right here in this shoe box, size 10. Looking back at the very first entry, I
see that it had rained during the early part of that spring evening. “A gentle, re-
freshing, mistlike rain,” I wrote, as if that were important, my cramped hand-
writing running the lines up the margins to save paper. It seems that I had been
sleeping on the riverbank when I felt
something tugging on my toe. At first
I thought it was a dream, but when I
woke up, [ was looking right into the
big, bulbous eyes of a little blue-skinned
creature with pink tufts of hair on its
chest and above its ears.

It turned out to be Kongor, a behav-
ioral scientist from Koros, a planet in
the Androneas system. As part of his
training, he’d been sent to explore Earth
and to report on the dominant life form
thereon.! He was my guest for about a
year. During this time he prepared a se-
ries of reports for his superiors. One of

/ them summarized the then-current state

/ of our knowledge about learning. When
N he was recalled to Koros, he left that re-
port with me with his permission, in
writing, to do whatever I wanted with it.

I'That Kongor was (is) male has never been clearly established, in spite of my grandmother’ strong
suspicions following his disappearance with Sylvia during the dance that Saturday. Nor do we have
any convincing reason to believe him female. And “it” is somehow too demeaning for him. Hence
the male appellation. (GRL)



Read This First

It was published in 1972 under the title Psychological Theories and Human Learn-
ing: Kongor’s Report. That was the first edition of this book.

A decade later, users began to complain that much of what Kongor had
originally written was misleading, inaccurate, or irrelevant. And although he
had promised to sonarduct back some of his
other reports so I could put together some
outstandingly useful texts in biochemistry,
biology, sociology, and goat-herding, the so-
and-so never did. So I was forced to update
and revise the first edition all by myself.
That was the second edition, published in
1982, accurately titled Psychological Theories
and Human Learning (Second Edition).

Well, almost two decades after Kongor’s
visit I was down on the south quarter check-
ing out beaver damage and looking for
mushrooms and chokecherries when—I'm
quoting almost directly from my journals
here—I heard a kerplumf! in the beaver
pond behind me. I thought, Shoot, there
goes another dang beaver. Sure enough,
when I turned and looked, I could see the
expanding circle of ripples where the beaver
had smashed his tail down under the water.

But it wasn’t a beaver at all. It was Kro,

Kongor’s cousin. “Oops. Missed,” he splut- Theories Uf
tered as he dragged himself onto the beaver Human Learning
dam, leaning to one side and pounding the Kro's Report
opposite side of his head to spill the slough s iy

water out of his ears. It turned out that Kro? G Lefrangols
had been sent here to update Kongor’s origi- '
nal report, which he did. That was the third
edition: Theories of Human Learning: Kro’s
Report, published in 1995. My stipend for as-
sisting him was a billion Koronian credits,
which is nothing to sneeze at, I'm told. Un-
fortunately, at this moment, I can’t even use
them to paper the walls of my bush cabin be-
cause they’re just a gizmo in a computer
somewhere. But if I ever get to Koros, you
can bet I won’t be hunting mushrooms or
selling chokecherries for a living.

And now the book has been updated, corrected, polished, and perfected
once more—this time by someone who would only say that we could call him

*We had the same problems determining Kro’s gender, if any, even after my aunt Lucy, a quite-
good chicken sexer, attempted to examine him. Kro once claimed to be all sexes but could not eas-
ily prove it. (GRL)



Read This First

the Old Man. I know nothing else about him for certain, although my grand-
mother says she does. But she’s not saying yet. Only this preface, a short pro-
logue, the epilogue, and the footnotes were written by me. I swear it.

What's in the Fourth Edition?

This fourth edition is a survey and interpretation of some of the important the-
ories and findings in the psychology of learning. It presents a historical look at
the development of behavioristic and cognitive theories and describes and eval-
uates the most important of these theories, including current approaches such
as connectionism (neural net models) and models of memory and motivation.
The emphasis throughout is on clarity of presentation, relevance of topics, and
maintenance of high interest.

The book is written primarily for students of human learning, teachers,
counselors, social workers, industrial psychologists, nurses, social psychologists,
numismatists, physicians, lawyers, dentists, engineers, housewives, farmers,
judges, fishermen, tree planters, glass blowers, vagabonds, poets, and all
others—in that order.

About the Flag on the Back Cover

That’s the Koronian flag, which I first saw when Kongor planted it near the
beaver dam close to the southwest corner of the northwest quarter of Section
15, Township 48, Range 23, west of the 4th Meridian. It’s made of synthetic
fibers and boasts both a pig rampant and a turkey glistening on a field of flow-
ers that look suspiciously like dandelions. His undershorts boasted the same de-
sign, said Aunt Lucy.
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xiii



xiv

Read This First
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Guy R. Lefrancois
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