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Guide to the Dictionary

Entries are arranged according to the pinyin transcription of the first
character. Characters with the same initials and finals are subdivided
according to the four tones, while homophones are ordered by ascend-
ing number of strokes. If the first character is the same, reference is
made to the second character. :
Each entry comprises four types of language symbols, which are entered
in the order of Chinese, Chinese pinyin, English and Arabic.

Where there are two or more English or Arab translations under one
entry, these are separated by commas.

Square brackets indicate that a character or word may be omitted, while
parentheses are used to enclose supplementary explanations. In the
case of chemical elements, the chemical symbolis put after the English
translation, and the Arab translation is followed by a brief explanation
and the symbol used in the Arabicarea, all in parentheses.

Certain entries are provided with subject labels, which are placed in
boldface square brackets immediately after the Chinese headword.
If a word is used -with different- meaning in different fields, each sense
istreated as a sepa rate entry and accompanied by a subject label.
E.g.

4 FI¥] fénzi -numetator L
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