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The Declaratory Judgment



Preface to the Fourth edition

Between the first edition and the second, 31 years elapsed. As a result the second
edition required an almost complete rewriting. The third edition followed a more
respectable eight years later. The fourth edition follows in its footsteps after a ten
year gap. During this period there have been no profound changes. However,
there have been a number of cases that have shown a welcome recognition of the
breadth of the Court’s jurisdiction to grant declaratory relief.

We have been greatly indebted to Lord Clyde and Professor Fancis Jacobs for
their contributions to the Scottish and European sections to the previous two
editions of this work. Following Lord Clyde’s untimely death we are greatly
indebted to Lord Eassie for spearing the time from his heavy commitments in the
Court of Session to update Chapter 8 on the Declarator. We would also like to
thank Eleanor Sharpston, who despite her gruelling schedule as an Advocate
General in the Court of Justice, found the time to review the sections of the book
that are directed at the Court of Justice of the European Union. We also remain
indebted to Professor Itzhak Zamir, who has retired from the Supreme Court of
Israel, for providing the foundations to this work. Finally, we are also greatly
indebted to all those at Sweet and Maxwell who have played a part in the
publication of this edition for their assistance.

We would like to thank Benjamin, his mother Wendy and grandmother
Marguerite for their support and forbearance while we were working on this
edition. We trust those who turn to this edition will find the assistance they
require.

Jeremy Woolf

Lord Woolf
July 4, 2011
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