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PREFACE

This book seeks to offer a general perspective for understanding the role of law in the
international community. I have tried to expound the contents of those rules and legal
institutions which to my mind deserve the attention of all persons alert to the current
status of international affairs.

While most existing textbooks or treatises take a strictly legal approach, I have
attempted not to look at international legal institutions as abstract entities ‘petrified’
in time and space. I believe that it is misleading to consider international law as a piece
of reality cut off from its historical, political, and ideological context. To grasp inter-
national law in all its ramifications, one ought to look at it as a set of continuously
changing elements of a whole. I have therefore tried to combine the strictly legal
method with the historical and sociological approach, to expound the dynamic of
international law: in particular, to illustrate the tension between traditional law, firmly
grounded in the rock of State sovereignty, and the new or nascent law, often soft and
hazy as a cloud, but inspired with new, community values.

Thus, my purpose has been to show when certain legal institutions have come into
being in the world community. Indeed, it is important to know their origin, even
when they have been supplanted or modified by new ones. Also, I have endeavoured
to understand the rationale behind them. In addition to delineating their legal
contents, I have asked myself why they have been created, what function they
were intended to fulfil, and which one they in fact perform in the current reality of
international relations.

As Bertrand Russell wisely wrote, ‘without detail, a book becomes jejune and
uninteresting; with detail, it is in danger of becoming intolerably lengthy’. As usually
happens in life, I had to strike a compromise: I have endeavoured to be concise
while sufficiently informative. One of the consequences of this attempt is that most
references are only intended to indicate the source of documents or cases cited (where
nothing is indicated to the contrary, translations from other languages into English
are mine). In addition, no bibliography is given. The reader interested in consulting
documents or looking up further writings may use the Oxford University Press web
site: www.oup.com/uk/best.textbooks/law/cassese, where he or she will find not only
a select bibliography and the text of the principal treaties and cases cited in the book,
but also links to the principal web sites containing further sources.

In this second edition I have restructured the book, rewritten various chapters,
added a chapter on terrorism and more generally updated the whole work. Moreover,
I have restructured and updated the web site.
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