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This book is the product of more than 300 autbors, ail with excellent
reputations for their devotion to oulstanding, state-of-the-art manage-
ment of critically ill patients during the worst pbase of their disease
when in need of intensive care. While we acknowledge the wisdom and
Joresight of the founders of the Soctety of Critical Care Medicine and
the important influence of the many leaders who bave served as presi-
dents of this Society, we realize that the true beroes are the patients
themselves. Therefore, we wishb to dedicate this new edition of our text-
book to all current and future ICU patients.
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