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Chapter 1. Introduction: Reading the Trial of
Dr Sacheverell

At the end of March 1710, David Papillon, an Englishman studying in Utrecht, wrote to
another young man on the make in England named Philip Yorke." Papillon was pleased
to read of Yorke’s account of the furore that had erupted in England over the past few
months with regard to the Fifth of November sermon delivered by the notorious tory
preacher, Dr Henry Sacheverell, in St Paul’s Cathedral. He added that ‘the noise that Dr
has made over all Europe, and in our kingdome more especially, is what makes those who
are not so well acquainted with our affairs admire’.? Sacheverell’s sermon probably sold
over 100,000 copies within a year, thus making it the greatest bestseller of its day.” Yet
Papillon wanted still more news about Sacheverell. For the preacher had recently been
put on trial in Westminster Hall for ‘high crimes and misdemenours’, an amorphous
offence to be sure, but in this case, the charges amounted to impugning the Glorious
Revolution of 1688 by denying that it had involved resistance against King James II;
challenging the religious settlement that followed the Revolution, and most notably the
allowance provided for freedom of worship for protestant dissenters in the ‘Toleration
Act’ of 1689; and disparaging the queen’s ministers by insinuating that they were ‘false
brethren’ of the English Church.* After nearly a month of deliberations, and a few days
of intense rioting provoked by the doctor’s trial, the house of lords found Sacheverell
guilty of all charges brought against him by the managers from the house of commons.
It was decided that his punishment was to be a strict prohibition from preaching for the
next three years, and his two controversial sermons were to be burned by the common
hangman at the Royal Exchange in London.’

This much was common knowledge, even outside England. The details of the trial’s
proceedings, however, and especially the heated partisan arguments made by the doctor’s

! Philip Yorke (1690-1764) would later go on to become lord chancellor in 1737 and serve in that post for
almost two decades. He was also elevated to the peerage in 1733, and would be made 1st earl of Hardwicke
in 1754.

? BL, Add. MS 35584, f. 130: David Papillon to Philip Yorke, 24 Mar. 1710, Utrecht.

* Henry Sacheverell, Perils of False Brethren, Both in Church and State (1709) [Madan 57]. EE Madan, A
Critical Biography of Dr Henry Sacheverell, ed. W.A. Speck (Lawrence, KS, 1978) (hereafter identified as ‘Madan’
followed by the appropriate catalogue number); nos 57—74 are further editions and reprintings of this sermon.
For sales estimates, see the bibliographical note by W.A. Speck to the facsimile edition of the sermon published
by the Rota Society, Exeter University, 5 Nov. 1974, and Chapter 11 below.

" Geoffrey Holmes, Tiial of Henry Sacheverell (1973), appendix A, 279-82, prints the four articles of
impeachment verbatim.

> A Complete Collection of State Trials and Proceedings for High Treason and other Crimes and Misdemeanors from
the Earliest Period to the Year 1783, with Notes and other Illustrations, ed. T.B. Howell (34 vols, 1809-28), xv, 474.
The *Oxford Decree’ of 1683, which had been used to defend Sacheverell’s positions on passive obedience and
non-resistance, was also ordered to be burned at the same time; State Trials, xv, 475.

© The Parliamentary History Yearbook Trust 2012



2 Chapter 1. Introduction: Reading the Trial of Dr Sacheverell

defence counsel as well as by the prosecution, were less well known outside Westminster
Hall and the gossip networks emanating from London. This would soon change,
however, as texts, both printed and manuscript, began to circulate with lengthier
accounts of what had happened at this sensational trial. Papillon remarked that his father
had promised to send him a copy of ‘the tryall so soon as it comes out’, and for this
reason he did not ask Yorke for ‘an acc[oun]t of what past in Westminster Hall’, for this
he supposed would be printed. He did want to get from Yorke however his ‘own
[thoughts] and what seems to be the common sentiments of the people concerning the
proceedings, the occasion of the mob’, and especially ‘whither it was collected by a
premedidated design or their own inclinations’.® In addition to the official proceedings
of the trial, Papillon wanted unofficial information, for he knew that the ‘complete
history” of the trial and the controversies surrounding it would never be told in the
printed version of the proceedings.

Like Papillon in 1710, this book seeks to collect, present and interpret further
information about the trial of Henry Sacheverell that can supplement the well-known,
and widely printed and reprinted, account of the trial’s proceedings: Jacob Tonson’s folio
volume, The Tryal of Dr Henry Sacheverell (1710).” Tonson’s Tiyal, as we shall see, was the
‘official” transcript of the trial’s proceedings, and it has formed the basis for all subsequent
attempts to offer authoritative printed versions of the trial. While Tonson’s account is
reliable on the whole, and as such it must be the first port of call for any serious student
of the trial, this volume also demonstrates that it should not be the only source consulted.
Many additional accounts of the trial were produced in 1710, and they must also be
studied in order to gain a full understanding of the events and arguments that took place
during Sacheverell’s trial.

This edition sets the Tonson Tiyal narrative in its proper historical, and polemical, context
by showing that it was hardly the only account on offer in the early 18th century of the
trial’s proceedings, and that its authoritative status was hotly contested, particularly by
tories, and especially by Dr Sacheverell himself. The documents collected and edited here
ofter a set of 15 additional sources for placing the sensational trial of Dr Henry
Sacheverell in context. The texts collected in this edition consist of many unique
manuscripts, some very rare tracts (most existing in only one copy and never before
reproduced either in print or electronically) and a number of manuscript annotations
made by contemporary readers to printed works concerning the trial. The documents
edited in this volume include a range of different kinds of texts composed for a variety
of different purposes and audiences. They include memoirs and remarks on the trial by
highly partisan whigs and tories, as well as observations produced by more neutral, albeit
no less interested, commentators on Sacheverell and his trial.

®BL, Add. MS 35584, f. 130.

7 Jacob Tonson, Tiyal of Dr Henry Sacheverell, Before the House of Peers, for High Crimes and Misdemeanors (1710)
[Madan 465]. Madan 466-9 are further editions of Tonson’s Tiyal printed in 1710.

© The Parliamentary History Yearbook Trust 2012



Chapter 1. Introduction: Reading the Trial of Dr Sacheverell 3

This book also includes a substantial amount of visual evidence used to document and
comment upon the trial. Chapters 9 and 10 include two contemporary images, one
printed and the other drawn by hand, which offered a display of the ad hoc courtroom
set up in Westminster Hall for the trial. Chapter 11 also includes another contemporary
hand-painted watercolour drawing of the courtroom along with manuscript annotations.
Sacheverell’s courtroom must have been one of the most intensely watched and com-
monly reproduced interior scenes of the early 18th century, and the representation of the
trial’s setting set a precedent for later pictorial representations of subsequent sensational
political trials, such as those produced during the long-running prosecution of Warren
Hastings after his impeachment by the house of commons in 1787."

Also included in this book are reproductions of several satirical prints and printed
portraits related to the Sacheverell controversies. The Sacheverell affair also initiated a
widespread profusion of graphic satire and portraiture which served as commentary on
the trial. The most recent catalogue of Sacheverell-related publications lists 42 prints
produced with relation to the controversy.” While it cannot, and does not, claim to cover
the enormous and often neglected topics of satirical representations of the Sacheverell
controversies, or the proliferating printed portraits of the main figures associated with the
trial (and not least those of the doctor himself) with the extensive attention they deserve
from a scholar well versed in the study of early modern visual culture, this book takes
such images seriously as an important part of the supplementary record that contem-
poraries also took seriously as they actively compiled their own independent ‘histories’
of Sacheverell’s famous trial. It includes these images as a crucial part of the historical
record of the trial."

In addition, the book offers a number of illustrations of the physical texts that have
been edited. While the edited versions presented here should offer readers their own new
and scholarly supplement to the texts, and they will make the texts more accessible to
more readers than is currently possible, it is also important not to lose track of a sense
of the physicality of the written texts that were produced. The volume includes some
elaborate and elegant manuscript accounts of the trial, one of which may have been a
professionally produced scribal text (Chapters 3 and 11), as well as more hastily
assembled manuscript observations on printed accounts of the trial (Chapters 4, 5 and 6).

® See, for example, The Plan of the High Court of Parliament . . . for the Trial of Warren Hastings Esq. (c.1788),
BM reg. no. 1978, U. 1960; A View of the Court Sitting on the Trial of Warren Hastings Esq. (1788), BM reg. no.
1879, 1213.27; and A View of the Tryal of Warren Hastings Esqr. before the Court of Peers, in Westminster Hall (1789),
reg. no. 1854, 1020.57. For recent commentary, see Nicholas B. Dirks, The Scandal of Empire: India and the
Creation of Imperial Britain (Cambridge, MA, 2006).

? Madan, pt x, 945-86, pp. 261-74. This section of Madan’s bibliography is one of the least reliable, not least
because it includes several objects that are not strictly speaking ‘prints’. It requires updating and revision. The

present editor is currently working on compiling such a catalogue.

' On the earlier Stuart era, see Helen Pierce, Unseemly Pictures: Graphic Satire and Politics in Early Modern

England (New Haven, CT, 2008); and for the early Hanoverians, see Herbert Atherton, Political Prints in the Age
of Hogarth (Oxford, 1974), and Mark Hallett, The Spectacle of Difference: Graphic Satire in the Age of Hogarth (New
Haven, CT, 1999), which contains some commentary on Sacheverell-related satires. Eirwen Nicholson, ‘English
Political Prints and Pictorial Political Argument, ¢.1640-1832: A Study in Historiography and Methodology’,
University of Edinburgh PhD, 1994, a thesis that was originally intended to offer a detailed study of
Sacheverell-related prints and pamphlet polemics and which points to the need for further study of these works
(iv, xi, 24-5 n. 27, 70, 74-5, 84 n. 39, 255-6, 327, 433) also surveys and critiques the field of study. See also
Nicholson’s ‘Consumers and Spectators: The Public of the Political Print in Eighteenth-Century England’,
History, Ixxxi (1996), 5-21.

© The Parliamentary History Yearbook Trust 2012



+ Chapter 1. Introduction: Reading the Trial of Dr Sacheverell

To gain an appreciation of the differences between these various sorts of manuscripts, it
is necessary to see them and to observe the relationship between the words on their
pages and the paper medium upon which they have been written.

Four extremely rare printed tracts from 1710 have been included as well, none of
which has been cited in previous historical scholarship on the trial. The first is a rare
broadside that purports to be Sacheverell’s Speech Relating to the Tumults (Chapter 7).
Perhaps because of its scarcity, or perhaps because of its obvious Grub Street provenance,
it has been neglected as a source for understanding Henry Sacheverell’s own expressed
attitudes towards the ‘high church’ riots that ensued during his trial."" The second is a
work entitled Resistance or Non-resistance, which offers an extended account of debates
that took place in the house of lords that were not printed in the official account
published by Jacob Tonson (Chapter 8). Chapter 12 offers an edition of a unique and
large printed broadside entitled The Life, Character and Pious Deportment of Henry Sachev-
erell, and Chapter 13 includes a reproduction of an elaborate Dutch broadside which
offers an ‘alphabetical list’ of the MPs in the house of commons, along with the peers and
bishops in the house of lords who voted ‘for’, that is, against the impeachment of, Henry
Sacheverell.

This volume also includes editions of the personal manuscript notes on the trial and
some of the speeches delivered there by two key participants, the whig manager (and
later prime minister) Robert Walpole, and one tory lord: the 2nd earl of Nottingham
(Chapters 15 and 16). Due to their obvious importance for an understanding of the trial,
these manuscripts have been more commonly cited by previous historians, and above all
by the assiduous Geoffrey Holmes, whose work on Sacheverell and his trial continues to
loom large over the entire field; they have been included in this work in order to make
them even more accessible to yet more future historians of the topic. The book
concludes with an edition of the letters from Ralph Bridges, a chaplain for Henry
Compton, the bishop of London, with privileged access to information about the
proceedings in the house of lords during the trial and, as it happened, a close personal
friendship with Henry Sacheverell, to his uncle Sir William Trumbull, an elder statesman
in Anne’s reign and a key patron of tory literary culture in that turbulent age (Chapter
17). In this correspondence, we find an ongoing commentary on the Sacheverell
controversy as it happened.

The sum of these various parts offers an alternative history to the ‘state trial’ of Dr
Henry Sacheverell that was instantiated in print by Jacob Tonson in 1710. Unlike
Tonson’s edition, which sought to present an authoritative and closed case to its readers
and, as we shall see, was thus itself part of the heated partisan debate about the trial that
raged at the time of its production, this book offers several competing and at times
contradictory accounts of the trial and its significance. Any quest to establish one
authoritative account of the trial is bound to be quixotic. Where Tonson offers a unitary
voice stripped of any extraneous material that might complicate its story of a criminal
tried and properly condemned, this new volume delves into and delights in the multiple,
competing and often contradictory narratives that emerged from Sacheverell’s trial.

""The tract is not cited in the most authoritative study to date of the riots, Geoffrey Holmes, ‘The
Sacheverell Riots: The Crowd and the Church in Early Eighteenth-Century London’, Past & Present, no. 72
(1976), 55-85.
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