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"V Part1 Brainstorming

Answer the following questions.

1. If you could keep a pet of your own, what pet would you choose and why?

2. Why do most people prefer to keep dogs as their pets? Give some possible reasons.

3. Human cultures all take animals as friends. As a college student, what can you do to

protect animals?

’ »\’:}"“"ﬁz

s

4. Part I Reading

Text A
My Best Friend Arnold

Author unkown

1 I recently lost my best friend Arnold in an automobile accident while moving my family
to our new home in Arizona. Arnold was an 8-month-old pot belly who taught me so much
about love, devotion and companionship. I am devastated by his loss, but thank God daily
for blessing me with the joy of having Arnold for his short life.

2 Anyone contemplating a pot belly as a pet should know that if you are a true pet lover
and devote yourself to them, a pot belly will make the most wonderful friend. You will be
assured of endless hours of fascination and entertainment as you both grow together in
understanding the human/pot belly relationship. Words cannot describe this relationship
and it can only be fully understood by experiencing it.

3 Arnold didn’t know he was a pig — he thought he was just another member of our

family — modeling his behavior through observing me, my wife, my two daughters and



an

AFHEEZ B (B M) Approaching Reading Efficiency (Book Two)

our beagles. He was convinced he was loved by all; and he was, even when he was ornery
(BSIRH, BUE IMER)) , trying to just get our attention. He learned his name, how to sit
and how to use the litter box all in the first week we had him (at 7 weeks old!).

He loved to sleep on your lap as you sat on the couch watching TV. He didn’t care if he
grew to weigh 45 lbs, he still expected you to hoist ({ik£) him onto your lap at precisely
8:00 pm every evening where he would fall fast asleep within seconds after snuggling (&
i) his wet nose between your neck and shoulder. If you didn’t respond to his initial “honks
(HEMY)” letting you know it was his nap time, he would bump your legs with his nose until
you picked him up. With his weight as it was, you couldn’t hold him all evening as he
preferred, so you had to slide him off onto the couch next to you where he would sleep for
hours with all four legs and his nose sticking straight up in the air. He would snore as long
as he could feel you next to him but would immediately wake up if you tried to leave the
couch. We had hours of fun balancing objects like a salt shaker on his flat nose while he
slept soundly.

Arnold helped me in all my chores around our five acres in the country. Just being
there at my feet, interested in what I was doing made even the most mundane (3 LI , {4
B)) tasks enjoyable. When he was out roaming and hunting and you would call out his
name, he would come running at top speed, honking the whole way until he got close to
you where he would dodge you, zigzagging around with a few victory roles turning in
circles before settling down and calmly walking up to you with his tail wagging as if to say
(winking) “hah, got-cha.” ,

He even helped me build a kit aircraft and a customized trailer (#i %) to haul it around
in. I was planning on taking him flying with me some day. He loved to play with my
sockets and rolled them around on the shop floor. Just as I would struggle and get
frustrated with some difficult task, Arnold would show up underneath the trailer, with his
wet nose in my ear and honking — seeming to say, “take a break and laugh with me for a
while, that should make it all better.” And it did, every time. God’s marvelous creations
minister to us in the most special ways if we can just stop for a few moments and observe
them. God used Arnold to teach us this very important lesson in life which we will never
forget.

My wife and two daughters began to say that Arnold and I were so close that he had
become the son that I never had in our family. It seemed that we could no longer have any
kind of conversation in our family or with our friends without Arnold being a main topic.
The neighborhood kids would make appointments to come visit Arnold and couldn’t wait to
come over and play with him.

Arnold went most everywhere with us — Pet’s Mart, Wal-Mart, birthday parties,

Christmas vacation to Grandma'’s. He loved riding in the car/shopping basket and was a



big hit everywhere he went. Arnold had become such an important part of our life that
when we found out that our family would have to move to another state, we insisted that
the contract on our new house be dependent on the homeowners’ association approval of
Arnold in writing before we would agree to purchasing in our prestigious neighborhood.

9 On the day we left our old home town, we had a going away lunch with our friends
from church. Everyone there just had to go out to the truck where Arnold and all our other
pets were and say goodbye. Arnold trusted me to take care of him and get him to his new
home. Tragically, along the way, the wind blast from a semi knocked our trailers out of
control and pushed our truck off a 40" bridge. We lost a big part of our family that day
when our pets Arnold, Sweeti and Leanna were killed. I feel terrible for not being able to
protect Arnold the way he trusted me to. However, I will be forever grateful for the fond
memories of him which I will cherish forever.

10 Thank you for reading this and allowing me to share some of Arnold’s life with you. If
you decide that a pot belly is the right choice for you both, I pray that you will be rewarded
in the same way my family was with Arnold.

(972 words)

New Words and Expressions

automobile n. % % Asnore v. 3T#, dT°F &
devotion n. E ik, #k & , F#k call out X 7 »j o
companionship n. Xig,4¥18% &, Xt  Aroam v. %%, W, 44
bless v. {&4k,#4%, Bid *dodge v. i, 4k

* contemplate v. M, K%, 3T H zigzag v. M7 AT
convince v. & #i13, 445 R, IR Awag v.#42 :
couch n. k#, 4, ki X settle down & F sk, & &
lap n. B3 haul v. 3,355,335
initial adj. FF#85, Zmé, FHH underneath prep. fe+----- T&
bump v. 53 contract n. 4-F,4 %
slide v. & &% association n. ¥4, H , B4

Notes
1. pot belly Kt} , ix HL A5 & Y o
2. beagle HARZER , LA 3 UK g HE MR K , Tl 2T € , B ASIRUE, RE PR AR b Fn 8% F B LA B )
IELb AR Gy 3G N R G
3. Ibs= pounds
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4. Pet’s Mart EYii %
5. Wal-Mart iK/R¥ (£ EHZ4 /)

I. Reading Comprehension

Choose the best answer for each of the following questions .

1. We can infer from Paragraph 3 that

A. Arnold had no idea that he was a pig

B. Arnold was a very naughty pig

C. Arnold was a very clever pig

D. Arnold was a member of the family

. Which of the following is closest in the meaning to the word “chore” in Line 1 of

Paragraph 57

A. Assignment. B. Housework. C. Homework. D. Task.

. What 'important life lesson does Arnold teach us which we will never forget?

A. Life is full of hardships and difficulties, but we should not complain.

B. Sometimes we may need to struggle to overcome the hardships and difficulties in life.

C. When we meet hardships and difficulties in life, we need to take a break and let things
be.

D. When we meet hardships and difficulties in life and get frustrated, we need to take a
break and things will be better.

. According to the passage, who do you think Sweeti and Leanna are?

A. The narrator’s two daughters.

B. The narrator’s two other pets.

C. The narrator’s daughter and wife.

D. The narrator’s wife and mother. .

. Arnold does all the following things EXCEPT

A. Sitting on command and use the litter box

B. Sitting on your lap and watch TV with you

C. Responding to you if you call its name

D. Imitating me, my wife and my two daughter’s behaviors

. Which of the following is NOT TRUE?

A. Pot bellies can be the most wonderful friends if you really love them and devote
yourself to them.

B. Arnold would sleep soundly as long as he could feel you next to him.

C. We can’t have any conversation in our family or with friends without Arnold being a
main topic.

D. The only time that we don’t love Armold is when he is angry and tries to get our attention.



Language Focus

Fill in the gaps with the words or phrase chosen from the box. Change the form where necessary .

companionship  bless contemplate convince initial

bump settle down  underneath contract - association

1. She was wearing a woolen coat, with a cotton blouse

2. The police various kinds of trouble after the football match.

3. After working abroad for several years, Gill wants to to a permanent job in
Britain.

4. 1 ran so fast that I my knee on the wall.

5. People keep pets for different reasons: some for amusement, some for

6. At the end of the wedding ceremony, the priest asks for all present to this
couple and their loving commitment to each other.
7. After she’d overcome her shyness, she became very friendly.
8. The waste disposal industry is finding it difficult to the public that its
operations are safe.
9. Black was considered inappropriate because of its with death.
10. He was given a seven-year with an annual salary of $150,000.

Translation
Complete the sentences by translating into English the Chinese given in brackets.
L. (RAR 2 B BRI REEF T H)

your English will be greatly improved.

2. GEE LIS the sorrow and it can only
be fully understood by exepriencing it.
3. GBUFBA B A4 [ v the committee’s proposal.
4. (Fkam B for what you have done for me.
5. I am quite sure that your kindness CHAR R B .
Text B

How Could You?

By Jim Willis
When [ was a puppy, I entertained you with my antics (ifj £, B #& i sh4E F1478) and
made you laugh. You called me your child, and despite a number of chewed shoes and a

couple of murdered throw pillows, I became your best friend. Whenever I was “bad”, you’d

do
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shake your finger at me and ask “How could you?” — but then you’d relent (&R F1, s34
Z»), and roll me over for a belly rub.

My housebreaking took a little longer than expected, because you were terribly busy,
but we worked on that together. I remember those nights of nuzzling (CE##15§#) you in
bed and listening to your confidences and secret dreams, and I believed that life could not
be any more perfect. We went for long walks and runs in the park, car rides, stops for ice
cream (I only got the cone because “ice cream is bad for dogs,” you said), and I took long
naps in the sun waiting for you to come home at the end of the day.

Gradually, you began spending more time at work and on your career, and more time
searching for a human mate. I waited for you patiéntly, comforted you through heartbreaks
and disappointments, never blamed you about bad decisions, and romped (¥R #h 1 3 75
#1) with joy at your homecomings, and when you fell in love. She, now your wife, is not a
“dog person” — still I welcomed her into our home, tried to show her affection, and
obeyed her. I was happy because you were happy.

Then the human babies came along and I shared your excitement. I was fascinated by
their pinkness, how they smelled, and I wanted to mother them, too. Only she and you
worried that I might hurt them, and I spent most of my time banished to another room, or
to a dog crate. Oh, how I wanted to love them, but I became a “prisoner of love”. As they
began to grow, I became their friend. They clung to my fur and pulled themselves up on
trembling legs, poked fingers in my eyes, investigated my ears, and gave me kisses on my
nose. | loved everything about them and their touch — because your touch was now so
infrequent — and I would have defended them with my life if need be. I would sneak into
their beds and listen to their worries and secret dreams, and together we waited for the
sound of your car in the driveway.

There had been a time, when others asked you if you had a dog, that you produced a
photo of me from your wallet and told them stories about me. These past few years, you
just answered “yes” and changed the subject. I had gone from being “your dog” to “just a
dog”, and you resented every expenditure on my behalf. Now, you have a new career
opportunity in another city, and you and they will be moving to an apartment that does not
allow pets. You've made the right decision for your “family”, but there was a time when I
was your only family.

I was excited about the car ride until we arrived at the animal shelter. It smelled of
dogs and cats, of fear, of hopelessness. You filled out the paperwork and said “I know you
will find a good home for her”. They shrugged and gave you a pained look. They
understand the realities facing a middle-aged dog, even one with “papers”. You had to pry
your son'’s fingers loose from my collar, as he screamed “No, Daddy. Please don't let them

take my dog!” And | worried for him, and what lessons you had just taught him about



friendship and loyalty, about love and responsibility, and about respect for all life.

You gave me a good-bye pat on the head, avoided my eyes, and politely refused to
take my collar and chain with you. You had a deadline to meet and now I have one, too.
After you left, the two nice ladies said you probably knew about your upcoming move
months ago and made no attempt to find me another good home. They shook their heads
and asked “How could you?” They are as attentive to us here in the shelter as their busy
schedules allow. They feed us, of course, but I lost my appetite days ago. At first,
whenever anyone passed my pen, I rushed to the front, hoping it was you — that you had
changed your mind — that this was all a bad dream ... or I hoped it would at least be
someone who cared, anyone who might save me. When [ realized I could not compete with
the frolicking (§& Xk, & [l ) for attention of happy puppies, unaware of their own fate, I
retreated to a far corner and waited.

I heard her footsteps as she came for me at the end of the day, and I padded along the
aisle after her to a separate room. A blissfully quiet room. She placed me on the table and
rubbed my ears, and told me not to worry. My heart pounded in anticipation of what was
to come, but there was also a sense of relief. The prisoner of love had run out of days. As
is my nature, | was more concerned about her. The burden which she bears weighs heavily
on her, and I know that, the same way I knew your every mood. She gently placed a
tourniquet around my foreleg as a tear ran down her cheek. I licked her hand in the same
way | used to comfort you so many years ago. She expertly slid the hypodermic needle into
my vein. As I felt the sting and the cool liquid coursing through my body, I lay down
sleepily, looked into her kind eyes and murmured “How could you?”

Perhaps because she understood my dogspeak, she said “I'm so sorry”. She hugged
me, and hurriedly explained it was her job to make sure I went to a better place, where I
wouldn’t be ignored or abused or abandoned, or have to fend for myself — a place of love
and light so very different from this earthly place.

And with my last bit of energy, I tried to convey to her with a thump (Ei#i &) of my
tail that my “How could you?” was not directed at her. It was you, My Beloved Master, I
was thinking of. 1 will think of you and wait for you forever. May everyone in your life
continue to show you so much loyalty.

(1,089 words)

New Words & Expressions

Apuppy n. ¥ ; cling to #4%, B 5, WiL
affection n. ¥, AW, 5% . 4% *poke v. B, H#, 4, R
Abanish v. BE&, A, H B investigate v. A% ,5F%

4~
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Notes

* sneak V.Xfﬁflﬁﬂai9{ﬁ'fﬁ;&aﬁ relief n. %, @ik, 20
‘on sb’s behalf # 7 ¥ A;REXA burden n. fi 4=, ¥ &, %4
oyt R lick v. #
" loyalty n. &k, &, & K *vein n. ¥k
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I. Fast Reading

For questions 1 -7, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the text-above ;

N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the text above;

NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the text above.

For questions 8 ~10, complete the sentences with the information given in the text above.

) 1. At first, the dog and its master went along very well and they did a lot of
interesting things together.

) 2. The master’s wife did not like dogs, so the dog disliked her and was not friendly
to her.

) 3. The master began to dislike the dog because it hurt his babies.

) 4. When the dog was not loved by its master, the master hated to buy anything for
the dog.

) 5. The master probably didn’t know about his upcoming move beforehand,
otherwise he would have found another home for the dog.

) 6. The staff working in the shelter disapproved of what the master had done to
the dog.

) 7. When the dog realized that no one could save him, he waited to die.



