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PREFACE

Volume 28 contains works written by Lenin between
July 29, 1918 and early March 1919, the initial period of
the Civil War and foreign intervention.

In his classic The Proletarian Revolution and the Rene-
gade Kautsky Lenin expounds his ideas on the Soviet state,
analyses the essence of Soviet democracy as the highest
form of democracy in class society, explains how Soviet
democracy is diametrically opposed to bourgeois de-
mocracy, and exposes opportunism and the servility of
Kautsky and other leaders of the Second International to
imperialism. More on Soviet and bourgeois democracy
may be found in ““Democracy’ and Dictatorship”, “Letter to
American Workers”, “Letter to the Workers of Europe
and America”, “Won and Recorded”, and in the theses
and speeches on the founding of the Third International.

Many items here are reports and speeches deliv-
ered at workers’ meetings, congresses of Soviets and trade
unions, sittings of the All-Russia Central Executive Com-
mittee, the Moscow City Conference of the Russian Com-
munist Party (Bolsheviks) and elsewhere.

All these speeches and reports centre on organisation of
defence, all-out support for the Red Army and the bolster-
ing of the army’s rear, thus illustrating Lenin’s work at
that time as Party and state leader.

Several works deal with promotion of the socialist revo-
lution in the countryside and attitude towards the middle
peasants. Among these are: “Letter to Yelets Workers”,
“Comrade Workers, Forward to the Last, Decisive Fight!”,
speech on the anniversary of the revolution to the Extra-
ordinary Sixth All-Russia Congress of Soviets on November
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6, 1918, speeches to delegates from Poor Peasants’ Commit-
tees of central gubernias on November 8, 1918, and at the
First All-Russia Congress of Land Departments, Poor
Peasants’ Committees and Communes on December 11,
1918.

In his well-known article “The Valuable Admissions of
Pitirim Sorokin”, Lenin advocates the policy of agreement
and alliance with the middle peasant; this is later approved
by the Eighth Party Congress.

In the anniversary speech on November 6, 1918, in his
report at a meeting of Moscow Party workers on November
27, 1918, and elsewhere, Lenin justifies the proletariat’s
policy towards the petty-bourgeois democrats in connection
with their turn to the Soviet side, and points the way to
winning over the intellectuals and old specialists to the
socialist cause.

In “Letter to American Workers”, speech on the interna-
tional situation delivered to the Sixth Congress of Soviets
on November 8, 1918, speech at the Third Congress eof
Workers’ Co-operatives on December 9, speech at a work-
ers’ conference in Presnya District on December 14 (pub-
.lished in full for the first time in the fourth Russian edition
of Lenin’s Collected Works) and in many other works, Lenin
exposes British and American imperialism which would
not stop at smothering weak nations and destroying Euro-
pean culture to gain world supremacy.

The volume also contains a number of works published
for the first time in the fourth Russian edition of the Col-
lected Works, most of which are drafts of government deci-
sions and letters and telegrams very relevant to the rest of
the volume’s contents. ;

The items “Greetings to the Red Army on the Capture of
Kazan”, “Letter to Red Army Men Who Took Part in the
Capture of Kazan”, and telegrams to the Penza Gubernia
Executive Committee and the Revolutionary War
Council of the First Army and to officer cadets in Petrograd
deal with defence matters.

More thoughts on strengthening the peasant-worker alli-
ance are contained in the “Draft of Telegram to All Soviets
of Deputies Concerning the Worker-Peasant Alliance” and
in a speech delivered to the Moscow Gubernia Congress
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of Soviets, Poor Peasants’ Committees and District
Committees of the Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks)
on December 8, 1918.

Lenin’s work in promoting culture and economic devel-
opment is reflected in the documents: “Admission to
Higher Educational Institutions of the Russian Federation.
Draft Decision of the Council of People’s Commissars”,
“Draft Decision on the Use of State Control”, “Speech at the
Second Conference of Heads of Adult Education Divi-
sions of Gubernia Education Departments, January 24,1919”
and in a letter “To the People’s Commissariat of Educa-
tion” on the subject of setting up and running libraries.

The items first published in the fourth Russian edition
of the Collected Works also include “Telegram to All Soviets
of Deputies, to Everyone” concerning the beginning of
revolution in Germany, the draft of the theses “Tasks of the
Trade Unions”, the draft resolution of the All-Russia Central
Executive Committee “Closure of the Menshevik Newspaper
Undermining the Country’s Defence” and the “Draft Wireless
Message from People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs”.






