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BX, BiF, HiR, EZ!
Bigger, better, faster, more!

by Chris van Uffelen
Chris van Uffelen #

Competitions are among the most interest-
ing events in the field of architecture. On
such occasions new ideas and tendencies
emerge and the rivalry between the partici-
pants becomes spurs them on to the highest
levels of achievement. In order that the
effort pays off, the participants strive to the
utmost to be able to build, or at least to be
awarded prize money. There is of course the
honor that goes with winning but it is not
always the best entry which prevails. Often
economic factors or the effort necessary to
realize the project are the deciding factors
in awarding on the prize. Sometimes
non-winners are preferred for precisely
these reasons, or because their entries
conform to the prejudices of the client. It
can also be the case that some competition
designs look totally different upon execu-
tion, not because the architect drafted a
beautiful utopia, but because in the course

of planning and construction substantial

R~ | Foster + Partners, Bundestag at the
Reichstag, Berlin, Competition 1993, finished 1999
= | Filippo Brunelleschi, Inner dome of the
Cathedral of Florence with frescos by Giorgio
Vasari

< | Filippo Brunelleschi, Dome on the
Cathedral of Florence by Arnolfo di Cambio.
Campanile by Giotto.

ERREF SRR A BRI Z —. XN
BATSHREHOBEMAEBE NI, SEZ K
T8 4 7] I th 2 WORAB TR BB B IR SR . A TR TS
NAREIE S, SE2HN A TIRNKARG HAE L,
REDRRRRARE . 2 ARE A BRI Bl 2 T R 1 5
{ERRAR LS80 3 A BRI i 0T H R R A AER o FERTNR
i, X B AR A 20 U AR B AR o B 5 ) AR AE
RARMEM P ER . AR, REFBREERERBTX
SR A RRERYE, SR BB A AR KD
TR RAOMBTUEES, —SRTIHERRIRS BEYS
FASEREA—FE, AREAEFITLE T — S S

KR EIPRERIE KN, EERESKRE, bk, 1993FBRANBEE
98, 199958

K| SRR - BN, BB TR, U
aliVany

< |FERIE - AR, BB RTEREARMEIT, PISEHhil K
BB

PR hTRFEB

changes are made. Certainly the best
known example of this is the first competi-
tion for the conversion of the Berlin
Reichstag to the Bundestag. Of the 350
firms which were invited, 8o participated.
Norman Foster won, with a stupendous
roof supported by sixteen trestles overarch-
ing the old building, whereby in his expla-

nation he clearly distanced himself from

the dome idea. Santiago Calatrava and Pi de

Bruijn also received a first prize and all

three were asked to rework their designs for

a smaller spatial allocation. De Bruijn
envisioned the new construction parts in
several large forms (similar to Oskar
Niemeyer’s Brasilia), while Calatrava
planned a bud-like dome, but the design
that was realized was by Foster.

7272 Z

77777
The history of significant architecture
competition also begins with a dome: In
1418, the outsider, Filippo Brunelleschi,
won the competition to cover the 42 meter
intersection of the Cathedral of Florence
with a dome. His planning made possible
the realization, of what was at the time, the
largest dome in the western world, as large

as the Pantheon, without supporting pillars

¥, MR AR ET REHEL. RELRH
151 TR AP b I A B 2 A8 O BB R LI Y 48 — 3 38
€. 350N HEMIEM AT, ABONMBMT . WE - 18
4% (Norman Foster) Bif3 T 3%, ikt T —A
16 E T H—ANERNET, REEAREEN, &
bR R, MbiSREMAE R ST T MRS . ZHM
- Fhi4Ri R (Santiago Calatrava) FIfifE Kk - 515
(Pi de Bruijn) Wik 7T —%%, M= HERE—
AN /I B 25 1) 40 A AT] BOOR T . A AR RABAR 0 TR
EJLA KB TR B AT BB A (S0l B R R HR B
EPAE) , RAFR AT ER RS, Tl
W 0 LB AN
V777777772222
R B SR T ER  EF R T —AN R T: £E
141848, 7esb NHRETERUMEARIGEE, MW - Fif
W3 (Filippo Brunelleschi) , B3 T H%E, U—
A B T 7 5 o P AR 1 B K e A 20K BB+ A U ALY
B YRR A XA RT, AR BRENTFR, #

and which made use of a suspended
scaffolding. The dome was layered in single
rings, the mortar of which had to harden
before the next layer could be applied, so
that the skeleton construction was only
completed in 1436. From a construction
standpoint it is more a double shelled
cloister vault than it is a hemisphere. This
cloister vault has eight box-type main ribs,
and 16 additional ribs with individual
sidewalls. This becomes apparent from the
outside with the eight ribs of the thinner
outer shell. The conchae on the great tabour
distribute the force onto the octagonal base.
777777/ 244474474404 dllzZzdzdd 22
Many other competitions over the centuries
tell the story of architectural rivalries,
beginning with the competition for the
Acropolis of Athens in 448 B.C. However in
1792, when entries for the White House in
Washington (won by James Hoban) from
lay participants and architects were judged
by a lay jury, it had become apparent that
clear rules were needed and that the
competition culture had to have profession-
al basis. In 1839 the Institute of British
Architects, and in 1872 the Royal Institute
of British Architects established fixed rules.

PRV 5 B8 ) 75 0 T 24, A R ) T T A SE A T R o
B TR A PR 4 R MR Y, — R DR AL AAE T — Rl
AR, EILEREAEL4365FF k.

NEE LAY £ BERE B e — AN RR AR — I [al i
B XERSTA/\FEGENE, HAMLMEEE
HRSN D E. MINIE, B\ BB R B A e
BN . ERBCR B RIS E S 4 B 2\ f
TR HERH] Lo
Vizzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzuzaz;iz

BOEAER, MATCRT 44848 K M 48 TR I W FEFETT
W, VR A R TERERBUE R SO WA R, R
BT 17924, HEABBABENSEL R (HJames
Hobanfii) o1 IMT #1258 B SUE B B —AMHMT
MIMAE RSB, ORI, EHEETEAWH
MR, I HEFEARBAER L LR . /18394
EEBHINES, URAE1STU4ERERFKEGIT AR
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- | Eric Owen Moss, “A New World Trade Center”
Max Protetch Gallery Exhibition entry, 2002.

-1 United Architects, World Trade Center
Commpetition entry by Foreign Office Architects,
Greg Lynn FORM, Imaginary Forces, Kevin Kennon
Architect, Reiser + Umemoto, RUR Architecture P.C.,
and UNStudio, Ben van Berkel & Caroline Bos.
—->->-| United Architects, World Trade Center
Commpetition entry, five interconected towers.

vy | Richard Meier & Partners Architects,
Eisenman Architects, Gwathmey Siegel &
Associates and Steven Holl Architects,
World Trade Center Commpetition entry, extending
the site into the surrounding streets.
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In Victorian England the history of archi-
tecture competition reached its highpoint
when, in the space of just 50 years, about
2,500 competitions were held. In the compe-
tition for the parliament building in
London, the winner, Charles Barry, himself
a neo-Renaissance specialist, enlisted the
services of Augustus W. N. Pugin, the
Gothic revivalist, because what was actu-
ally desired was a Gothic building. But
Pugin was also involved in the competition
design by James Gillespie Graham, whose
design was in the neo-Gothic style. The
battle of styles within competitions contin-
ued in the classic Modern: for the Chicago
Tribune high-rise (1922) the Modern lost out
to Adolf Loos with his gigantic pillar, which
eclipsed all post-modern ideas, while in the
competition for the Vélkerbundpalast in
Geneva (1927) Le Corbusier won, but was
excluded from the finals because the
required ink drawings were not submitted.
Ultimately, it was the decision of the
competition for the palace of the Supreme
Soviet (1932), which definitely dashed the
hopes the Avant-garde had pinned on the
new form of government as a willing

innovator in new forms of architecture.
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Whether this book shows such significant
inflections in the history of architecture
remains to be seen in the next few decades,
but the potential is there. Among the many
submissions for various individual competi-
tions, are important designs from recent
prominent competitions. The design for the
construction of the World Trade Center site
by the competition winner, Daniel Libe-
skind, is included, along with the designs
by several of his rivals in the final round.
Few competitions were so intensely dis-
cussed as this one. Shortly after the 11th of
September the gallerist Max Protetch called
on leading architects from around the world
to submit designs for the reconstruction,
which however were not directly planned
for realization. More than 50 submissions
were exhibited at the beginning of 2002.
The following year, 407 firms took part in
the actual competition. Two prominent
competitions with several submissions are
being held in St. Petersburg. One of the
submissions was withdrawn because of the
fierce public resistance and opposition from
prominent jury members (Norman Foster,

Rafael Vinoly and Kisho Kurokawa) to the
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sheer, skyline engulfing magnitude of the

building: the new Gazprom headquarters.
The other competition, in which the winner
withdrew from realization in protest over
the procedure of the client, and which is
now to be realized in a less interesting form
after a third competition, is the Mariinsky
Theater. In addition to prominent competi-
tions for museums in Vilnius and the Great
Pyramid of Giza, the competition for the
Madrid law campus is another focus of this
book. This competition, for the campus
itself and its many circular buildings has
been given far too little attention to date.
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For each project, the facts concerning the
individual entries the type and extent of
the tender is indicated so the readers can
form their own judgment about them. The
winners are also indicated (most of the
time). The volume thereby shows a broad
spectrum of contemporary competition
culture and invites the reader to become
involved with this form, which with its
hope for realization and opportunity for
creative exercise, lies somewhere between

the built result and utopia.

IR T I T REE , S KT, BUEREAE
— AR KA BN ELHE, X R DAk R B
(Mariinsky Theater) . B T 4R 418 49 18 Fn o i K
S MA N EIRT, DR BB RIX A 5 b
—AMEE . ESMIE, XTFIXKTEFERIB R A B A
% [T e SR ARAT ) SR 3 BE S A S A 6
V2772272424444

MHTFE—AHE, BEEXTHREGNSHTAE K%
RIANSRARRORR S, ki m DUE A E ©XFF5UE M H
Wio PRRFFAFBLSHRE REHRT) o KEHBHRE
AT AT B R T SR EFESA R )iz, AR s DA —
HMER—IH25, KR AREERN LR KRS
LA ALR B, BIIA R R S I 2 AR
fEhrE Eo



-“““" i
i g
O
L el
T 1
T L L8
poanWeRT
By dii B B ’:' L L E
PR L S enmuy
- L LT
B e LELL LT PN
ERMATHTT . b ey
® L ELE PN
une F i
e den Lol ) 17
wenn - VINTANg
- :

G

WG

-
LT )
N

e

-
LA LY
| e




