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WOMEN AND LITERATURE IN BRITAIN 1700_1800

This collection of new essays brings together feminist critics, cul-
tural historians, and historians of publishing to provide a unique
and up-to-date introduction to eighteenth-century women’s writing
and its contexts. It was during this period that women began to con-
tribute in significantly large numbers to a rapidly expanding print
culture. Fourteen contributors here document the range and diver-
sity of that contribution. They analyse the social, legal, and ideo-
logical constructions of women which women writers had to
negotiate, and explore women’s writing across a wide spectrum of
genres — from fiction to broadside ballads, meditative poetry to con-
fessional memoirs — as well as women’s involvement as printers,
sellers, and purchasers of printed texts. A chronology of women
and literature in the period and guide to further reading are also
included.

An invaluable overview of women and literary culture in the
period, Women and Literature in Britain, 1700-1800 is also an important
contribution to our understanding of women’s roles in the emer-
gent public sphere of print.
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