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If it is true that in teaching we learn, we have had the good fortune to do quite
a bit of both since the first edition of Delinquency in Society was published in
1991. Its continued success is a reflection of what we learn from the comments
and suggestions of our students, our colleagues, and their students around the
country who read the book. We do enjoy hearing compliments, but we pay very
careful attention to the suggestions for improvements. Such suggestions have
resulted in a number of changes to the sixth edition, which we have detailed
below. One of the changes is an expanded discussion of our theory of differen-
tial oppression, which is at the heart of our child-centered approach. This
approach suggests that juvenile delinquency represents the culmination of a
process that begins at conception and evolves through adolescence. We believe
that the vulnerable and unequal status of children in society, which leads to their
oppression, determines the nature of their relations with others and, hence,
behaviors that come to be viewed as delinquency. It is the relationships in which
children find themselves that serve as the breeding ground for juvenile delin-
quency. While this approach does not excuse the criminal behavior of children,
we believe it helps to contextualize its origins and thus may provide better under-
standing for the eventual reduction of delinquent behavior.

THE SIXTH EDITION

While this edition continues to provide a comprehensive theoretical framework
for understanding the evolving phenomenon of delinquency and society’s
response to the problem, it has been thoroughly updated to reflect the most cur-
rent trends and developments in delinquency, including discussions of the his-
tory, institutional context, and societal reactions to delinquent behavior. Perhaps
the most significant singular change has been the expansion of our discussion of
theories of delinquency and associated policy implications. Among the important
changes found in this edition are the following:

¢  Chapter 1, “Defining Delinquency,” now includes a discussion of achieving
juvenile justice without stigma and an expanded discussion of definitions
of delinquency.

e There is expanded discussion of the UCR, victimization, and self-report
studies in Chapter 2, “Measuring Delinquency.”

e Chapter 3, “Violent Youth Crime,” has been thoroughly updated with a new
discussion of the decline in youth violence. In addition, there is a new From
the Bench box, which examines court decisions on gun-free school zones.

e The major changes to Chapter 4, “Illegal Drug Use and Delinquency,”
include an expanded discussion on the relationship between drugs and delin-
quency and new sections on juvenile drug courts and drug testing in schools.

*  Chapter 5, “Individual Theories: Choice and Trait Explanations,” now
combines the discussion of classical and neoclassical theories with biologi-
cal and psychological explanations of delinquency.
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Chapter 6, “Cultural Deviance, Strain, and Social Control Explanations,”
has an expanded discussion of these major sociological theories and new
discussion of the work of Walter Reckless and reformulations of
Sutherland’s theory of differential association.

There is updated and expanded discussion of labeling theory, the work of
Willem Bonger, Richard Quinney, John Hagan, and Mark Colvin, in
Chapter 7, “Labeling and Conflict Explanations,” along with a greatly
expanded discussion of our differential oppression theory.

Chapter 8, “Developmental Theories,” contributed by Christopher
Kierkus, is an entirely new chapter and provides an expanded discussion
of some of the most contemporary thinking about the causes of juvenile
delinquency.

Chapter 9, “Female Delinquency Theories,” has been thoroughly updated
and now contains a new discussion of general strain theory and females
and expanded discussion of power-control and differential oppression
theories as they relate to female delinquency. A new box on improving
programming for girls has been added.

Chapter 10, “Family and Delinquency,” has expanded discussions of the
relationship between religion and delinquency and of child maltreatment as
well as new discussions of corporal punishment and delinquency and the
effects of parental deviance.

The discussion in Chapter 11, “Schools and Delinquency,” has been heav-
ily revised and reorganized, including expanded discussion of teacher vic-
timization and new boxes on zero-tolerance and school violence around

the globe.

Chapter 12, “Peer Group and Gang Delinquency,” includes new discus-
sions on Native and Hmong gangs, G.R.E.A.T. programs, and practical
steps to reduce peer-influenced delinquency.

Chapter 13, “Police and Delinquency,” has expanded discussions of chil-
dren and the law and police discretionary arrests of juveniles as well as
new sections on juveniles and the police and community-oriented policing.
There are also new boxes focusing on police and curfew enforcement,
police diversion in Canada, and significant Supreme Court decisions
affecting police handling of juvenile suspects.

Chapter 14, “The Juvenile Court,” has been thoroughly updated and
includes new sections on the jurisdiction of the court, restorative justice,
and status offenders in the juvenile court. A series of From the Bench
boxes briefly summarize important court cases affecting juveniles in
juvenile court.

Chapter 15, “Juvenile Corrections,” has an expanded discussion of juve-
nile aftercare and new discussion of juvenile chain gangs, wraparound pro-
grams, and treatment, education, vocational training, and recreation in
juvenile correctional facilities. The debate over the juvenile death penalty
and its being declared unconstitutional by the U.S. Supreme Court is also
discussed.
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l OVERVIEW OF CONTENTS I

Section 1, “Nature and Extent of Delinquency,” introduces students to historical
and contemporary perceptions of children and how their misbehaviors have been
defined as delinquent. It examines the major sources of data on delinquency and
problems with measuring the extent of delinquency. Students are also given in-
depth coverage of two of the most critical areas of contemporary delinquency in
the chapters on youth violence and illegal drug use.

Section 2, “Explaining Delinquency,” provides students with an easy-to-
understand discussion of all the major theoretical approaches to explaining juve-
nile delinquency. Students will be able to examine the substantial contributions
of individualistic theories focusing on biological and psychological explanations
and the dominant sociological theories ranging from social disorganization,
strain, and social control to labeling, conflict, and developmental theories, as
well as specialized explanations of female delinquency.

Section 3, “The Social Context of Delinquency,” contextualizes delinquency
within three major social settings: the family, the school, and peer groups and the
gang. Students will be introduced to provocative discussions dealing with the rela-
tionship of family structure and process on delinquency, the nature of delinquency
within schools and how schools may contribute to the problem of delinquency, and
the extensive problems related to peer-group relations and juvenile gangs.

Section 4, “The Juvenile Justice System,” examines the formal societal response
to delinquency within the context of the police, the courts, and corrections. Each
chapter provides extensive, cutting-edge coverage of procedures and issues critical
in the juvenile justice system’s attempt to prevent and control delinquency.

' LEARNING AIDS I

Xiv

The sixth edition of Delinquency in Society contains many of the outstanding
pedagogical features we introduced in previous editions, as well as a number of
significant new learning aids.

e Getting Connected. At the end of each chapter, Internet sites are identified
that will provide students with the most current information available on
various chapter topics. Each of these sites is now accompanied by exercises
students can use to guide their exploration of the topic.

e Chapter Outlines. Each chapter begins with an easy-to-follow outline of
the major topics that will be discussed. These outlines immediately alert
students to the central issues of the chapter as well as to the order in which
they are presented.

e Think about It Questions. Each chapter contains a wealth of provocative
questions focusing on important issues. The questions are located in the
margins next to the topics they explore further and are designed to stimu-
late discussion in class and sharpen student critical thinking.

*  Ciritical-Thinking Questions for Photographs. The wealth of new photo-
graphs in the book are accompanied by intriguing questions or extended
narratives designed to encourage critical thinking.



SUPPLEMENTS

Theory in a Nutshell Asides. Many students have difficulty grasping the dif-
ferences among the various theories of behavior. To make theories more man-
ageable and understandable, each of the more important theories is presented
in brief encapsulated form.

Key Terms and Subject Glossary. Students are provided with succinct defi-
nitions of commonly used terms and descriptions of important concepts
found in bold type throughout the text. For easy reference when students
are preparing for exams, each chapter’s key terms are defined at the end of
the chapter in addition to being included in the Glossary.

Name and Subject Indexes. Separate name and subject indexes are pro-
vided at the end of the book to help students in their search for particular
issues or concerns.

Unique and Exciting Boxes. To make the text more relevant and interesting
for students, we have created four different thematic boxes and inserted
them where appropriate within the text:

A Window on Delinquency. A series of boxes discussing various facets of
delinquency personalize the story of delinquency and bring into focus the
different life situations of victims and offenders.

Delinquency around the Globe. Thematic boxes providing students with
brief glimpses into the nature of delinquency in other countries allow stu-
dents to consider the similarities and differences among nations.

From the Bench. A new series of boxes focusing on important judicial deci-
sions in the area of juvenile justice. These boxes are included to assist stu-
dents in understanding the essence of the major cases.

Delinquency Prevention. A thematic box focusing on issues related to the
prevention, reduction, or control of delinquency. Some of the programs
discussed are well established and appear to most criminologists to be
effective in achieving their goals. Other programs discussed hold great
promise but are relatively new and untested.

For the Student

Online Learning Center Web site. This innovative, book-specific Web site
offers content that is organized by chapter for ease of use in studying for
exams or writing papers. This content includes quizzes with instant feedback
so students can prepare for exams; flashcards, for studying key terms; and
updates from the authors. This site also offers password-protected access

to supplements for instructors. Also, new to the Web site is a link to
Theoretical Developments in Juvenile Delinquency featuring brief descriptive
essays and suggested readings.

For the Instructor

Instructor’s Manual/Testbank (prepared by Beverly Quist of Mohawk
Valley Community College). Chapter outlines, key terms, overviews,
lecture notes, discussion questions, a complete testbank, and more.



*  Computerized Testbank. Easy-to-use computerized testing program for
both Windows and Macintosh computers.

®  PowerPoint Slides. Complete chapter-by-chapter slide shows featuring text,
tables, and illustrations.
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A Guided Tour of Delinquency in Society

Sociological Theory:
Labeling and Conflict
Explanations

L

. J
~ Absolutely critical to any course in juvenile delinquency is early,
clear, comprehensive coverage of the major theoretical

- approaches to explaining juvenile delinquency.

~ This critical coverage is neatly encapsulated in Theory in
@ Nutshell boxes throughout section 2 of the text, making
it easier for students to grasp the differences between important
~ theories and study for exams.




- Chapter 3, Violent Youth Crime, ha | thoroughly updated

~ with a new discussion of the decline in youth violence. In addi-
tion, there is a new From the Bench box, which examines court
~ decisions on gun-free school zones.

|

Violent ‘jrhn‘m‘ugh
out reflect the most current
 trends and developments in

- delinquency.

Youth Crime

THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF YOUTH
VIDLENGE

Chapter 13, Police and Delinquency, has expanded discussions
of children and the law and police'discretionary arrests of
_juveniles as well as new sections on juveniles and cops and
community-oriented policing. There are also new boxes focusing
on police and curfew enforcement, police diversion in Canada,
and significant Supreme Court decisions affecting police

handling of juvenile suspects.

Therapy (

has expanded discussions
nd delinquency and of
iscussions of corporal pun-
e effects of parental deviance.

Noniog Foctors
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Easy-to-follow chapter-opening outlines of the major topics
 that will be discussed immediately alert students to the cen-
tral issues of the chapter as well as the order in which they
- are presented.

lllegal Drug Use
and Delmquency

by mtngumg quesﬁons or extended narratives srgned to
stimulate class discussion and crmcal thmkmg

Each chapter also contains a wealth of provocative dlscussion
questions about important issues. The questions are located in
the margins next to the topics they explore further and are
designed to stimulate discussion in class and to sharpen
students’ critical-thinking skills.
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particular country. Children

The excerpts balow invlve crimes committed
for a varety of reasons, ranging. from peading
shopping money to retaliation to racism. F

compartive purmoses, Ehe fist excernt re
borts & crima committad in the United States
A8 you read it and then read erimes commit

you will natice that juverile crime s rot fe-
sirctod (o any race, sex, m of Incation.
* In Baldwin, P i two gifs ages
13 800 10 16 10104 & Dunk for showping
moriey. The girts woro towals on thair
head and 300ks over thethands when
thay 8ntered the bank, They passed 4
e 10 1 eller saying they had o gun and

o A TGS e s The
s nitilly told ban officials that & man
VA8 i an i 8 cor waling {0 Uhom
and that e forced them to rob the bank,
The ator diacplneio e owy
themselves
e, Pt R U
drunken teenagers beat and stabbed
6 yoar.old Tajik gri to death and sever
waunded hor {atner and 11.year o covein.
The attackers—about 10 1o 12 youthe
rmed vt e, bross ks, chains
and bats—assaited the hree Cort
Auans 12 cortyart n the oy cante
Tajiks come 10 Russia in hopes of
making 8 Iivirg, and are often targsted in
sueh atacks.
o I Darwin, Australia, two tosragers mur
dered two Thai prastiutes. The boys tied up
the woman and tassed them alve 1nto o
erocudieinested nver,

DELINQUENCY
R

 Delinquency Around the Globe. Thematic boxes providing stu-
dents with brief glimpses into the nature of delinquency in other
_countries allow students to consider the 5|m|lant|es and differ-
_ences among nations.
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Delinquency Prevention. A thematic box focusing on issues
related to the prevention, reduction, or control of delinquency.
Some of the programs discussed are well established and
appear to most criminologists to be effective in achieving their
goals. Other programs discussed hold great promise but are
relatively new and untested.

the glossary.

ol that involves using a public health model o
oces of Wil drug use
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At the end of each chapter, Internet sites are also identified that
will provide students with the most current information avail
on various chapter topics. Each of these sites is now accomp
nied by exercises students can use to guide their exploration of
the topic.
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