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Architecture Highlights series is a global
collection of é,ontem:porary archi'tectural' design,
presenting the most active architects who
have emerged on an international platform in
recent years, with their forward-looking and
groundbreaking work.

~ In volume 5, the works from Architects 49,
Jackson Clements Burrows Architects, SAOTA,
Henning Larsen Architects, Dominique Coulon
et associés, Jean Bocabeille Architecte,
Benthem Crouwel Architekten, Hofman Dujardin
Architects, ACXT Arquitectos, Baragarfio,
CASA Solo Arquitectos, Donaire Arquitectos,
Josep Mias & Partners | MiAS Architects,
Damilano Studio Architects, Studio Ricatti, etc.
are included. Each architectural work will be
extensively illustrated with colour photographs,
drawings and texts explaining their concept of
“good design”. Through this book; we wish to
showcase and explore the dynamic trends of
architectural design nowadays and as a gallery
for designers to exchange their creative ideas

and unigue designs with each other.
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Architects 49

Thailand

Royal Archive Centre

Royal Archive Centre is the central archive for important historical evidence related to Thai Royal
Monarchy including manuscripts, photographs and other historical records. Previously these
invaluable materials were stored separately in various sites. Therefore, the brief of this project
was called for a permanent central royal archive building as a place for storing, researching and
conserving any information related to the royal family — Chakri Dynasty. The main areas include:
printed documents / objects archives, archives area, permanent exhibition space, a display area of
the King Rama VI's achievements and biographies, temporary exhibition space, conference room,
public library, office and car park.

Architectural Solution
- Zoning strategy. The project can be categorized into three main zones:

1. Public zone — the areas where public users have full access i.e. exhibition rooms, the library
(designated area) and a 100-seat conference room. They are located in the front part of the building
for easily accessible purpose.

2. Private zone — staff office area.
3. Secured zone — archives storage rooms where only authorized staff can have access.

Three building forms are, therefore, a direct translation of this zoning strategy analysis. They are
connected by a central courtyard which is sometimes used for holding official functions by Office of
His Majesty’s Principal Private Secretary as well.

- Modern Thai architecture. Due to the narrow drive way to the main building entrance, the front
of the building is designed to reach forward to receive the visitors. The canopy at the drop-off
area is made of red wood, a warm gesture to welcome guests. Other metaphoric approach to
communicating the essence of traditional Thai architecture can be found elsewhere such as teak
textured wall at the main entrance. The large red entry doors, derived from entries commonly found
in traditional Thai palace, are designed to reflect the importance of archives created during Chakri
Dynasty.

- Energy conservation. The project site is a rectangular shape with east-west orientation. The
building functions do not require much natural daylight therefore the buildings are designed to be
stacked masses to create shadows casting over one another, reducing heated surface area. The
8-storey archives building is built with mostly solid walls and situated at the back blocking direct
sunlight from the west, sheltering the library building in the south-east. All archives storage rooms
have interior wall insulation to prevent any heat gain. On the eastern facade of the library, vertical
precast concrete panels are designed to protect the interior space from direct sunlight.
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'Architects 49

Thailand

The Bangkok University Landmark Complex is initiated on the necessities that are to reorganize the
frontal area of the campus and to create an outstanding approach for the campus’s entrance. In
addition to the mentioned requirements, the School of Business Management also required some
supplementary facilities, for example, classrooms, seminar rooms, lecturers’ office and lecture halls.
Then, the new complex is emerged from the particular architectural form evoking the symbol of the
university, a diamond.

A group of buildings as a “landmark” is a fundamental concept of the project. The created
architectural form is evocative of the presence of the university, its symbol and also allows students
and visitors to approach the campus easily.

The concept of a learning space, in which students search for refining themselves through learning
process—in order to obtain knowledge and become qualified human resources—can be illustrated
by analogy with a lapidary process. In common with a learning process, a lapidarian gradually
transforms a stone into the precious diamond through cutting and polishing elaboration. Thus, the
concept coincides precisely with the university’s vision that aims to be “creative university”.

The site planning considers the campus’s traffic system and provides two additional gates in order
to facilitate the traffic flow efficiently. The landscape design plays a role of bringing the complex
to become more outstanding. The pond is placed in the front of the building group so it creates
a reflecting effect of the building forms. Moreover, it also serves as a natural barrier as well as the
campus’s reservoir.

Principally, the design considers visual and functional continuity between the front area and the rear
of the campus so the entire campus is inextricably intertwined.
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