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LEGAL METHODS AND SYSTEMS:
TEXT AND MATERIALS



PREFACE

Previous editions of this text have emerged from courses in legal method and legal system taught
by the authors at Keele University, Reading University and Birkbeck University of London. The aim of
those courses has been to introduce students, not only to the “traditional” foundations of legal rea-
soning, but also to more socio-legal and theoretical scholarship, including feminist and critical legal
theories. This text carries on that approach. We have sought to provide students with a firm ground-
ing in the canon as well as providing them with a range of materials which will encourage them to
critique approaches which privilege the statute and case report. The aim is not to indoctrinate, but to
stimulate lively debate and scepticism about legal authorities (including the casebook itself!).
In this fourth edition, we have sought to reflect on ongoing debate about human rights, the reform of
the tribunal system and the ways in which the insights of comparative lawyers have resonance in our
multi-cultural society. We have also tried to make the text more user-friendly and engaging for the
reader by the introduction of mind maps. We have aimed to create a sourcebook of materials and
commentary, along with questions suitable for tutorials and essays. Each chapter contains sufficient
material for a tutorial or seminar and poses a series of questions or exercises which aim to guide stu-
dents in their reading and focus their attention on key points.

Finally we would like to use this opportunity to express our gratitude to all the students we have
taught who have engaged with the materials in this book and brought fresh insights to it.

Carl F. Stychin and Linda Mulcahy
London
April 2010
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