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SUMMARY
A Study of Wang-sun Shé (Prince Shé)!
TUNG TSO-PIN

THis study is based on material gathered by the author at An-yang twenty
years ago, which he has not had an opportunity to put in order until now.

North-west of An-yang city % B, west of the hillock of Hou-kang %% [,
and north of Hsieh-chia chuang & % jf village, is an ancient tomb of the
Shang-Yin dynasty which was rifled by robbers in the year 1933. On inves-
tigation it proved to be an oblong tomb from which a considerable number
of bronze vessels had been removed; twelve of these were recovered by the
district magistrate and deposited with the Society for the Preservation of
Antiquities at An-yang. On five of these there were inscriptions, each of
which contained the character Shé &, from which we can conclude that Shé
was the name of the person buried in the tomb. The tomb is three /& east
of the village of Hsiao-t’'un /> # on the southern edge of the ‘Waste of Yin’
(Yin-hsii f 3R).

North of the Huan River {E{], about six /i away from Yin-hsii, the site
of the Shang-Yin capital for about two hundred and seventy-three years
during the latter part of the dynasty (1384—1112 B.c.),2 there are twelve
Royal Tombs, on a piece of rising ground known as the North-western
Ridge 75t [¥], where the author took part in a series of three excavations
over a large area.

FThe Tomb of Shé was smaller than those on the North-western Ridge.
Of the bronze vessels removed from it, only a part were recovered by the
magistrate: a part were secreted and afterwards sold in Peking to Mr. Huang
Hsiin (% ¥, P. C. Huang & ) of Tsun-ku Chai & ¢ 7%, who published them
in his Yeh-chung p’ien-yii, part two iy 7 8 — 4, and in his Tsun-ku
Chai so-chien chi-chin t'u & i R & & BE. Among them six bore the
character Shé &.

At the time the author of this article was aware of the problem of this
character Shé &; he gathered material and after studying it came to the
conclusion that this Shé & was the descendant E F 3% of Wu-ting & T the
twenty-second ruler of the Shang-Yin dynasty (1339—1281 B.c.).

1. The Identification of the Ancient Character Shé &:.
On the Oracle Bones the character Shé (&, ‘tongue’) is written &. It
was first identified by Yii Yung-liang 45k # in 1928.

1 This article was written while the author was holding an Institute of Oriental Studzes Research
Fellowsth financed by the Harvard Yenching Institute.

See Editor’s Note at end.
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The present author has collected altogether twelve variant forms of the
character shé on the Oracle Bones and on Bronze vessels (Figure One).
Numbers 1 to 2 have no dots; Numbers 10 to 12 have dots, indicating mois-
ture on the tongue. Beneath the tongue is a mouth, indicating that the tongue
issues from the mouth. But why should the tongue be forked? There are
various explanations, of which the right one seems to be that the original
form of the character was a tongue-shaped pictogram, on which the ‘fork’

- showed the lines or veining on the tongue.

2. Shé & on the Oracle Bones

On the Oracle Bones the character shé & occurs more than twenty

times. It is used in two ways:
‘(@) as the tongue
() as the name of person

Shé with the meaning of ‘tongue’ occurs in enquiries about diseases of
the tongue & %. Hu Hou-hstian #) B & in his Yin-jén tsi-ping kK’ao fx \
i % has noted six occurrences of shé with this meaning on the Oracle
Bones, of which three belong to the timg of Wu-ting (38 7 1339—1281 B.C.)

Shé as the name of a person can be deduced from its occurrence on the
Bronze vessels. Here it was formerly thought to be the name of a sacrifice,
but it cannot be satisfactorily explained as such. If however it is interpret-
ed as the name of a person all questions are solved.

Examples are then quoted by the author from the Oracle Bones inscrip-
tions (Figure Two) ordering Shé & to perform or to refrain from performing
certain sacrifices.

Among these, one inscription orders Shé to sacrifice to ‘Mother’ Kéng
H J&. Since Shé (as we shall see) was the son of Tsu-chi jill & and the
grandson of Wu-ting & T, he was frequently ordered to preside at the
sacrifices in place of the king.

Next, examples from the Oracle Bones are quoted to show that in the
time of Wu-ting (® T 1339—1281 B.c.) instances of his sons and grandsons
being ordered to perform sacrificés to the royal ancestors in place of the king
are frequent.

To complete the list, there follow eighteen other instances of the occur-
rence of the character sh¢ & in which the meaning is not clear.

It will be shown below that the date of Shé cannot fall outside of the
reign of Wu-ting (R T 1339—1281 B.C.)

3. Shé & in Inscriptions on Bronze vessels

The discovery of the chafacter shé on Bronze Vessels commences with
the robbing of the tomb behind Hsieh-chia Chuang &% 3 in 1933. As
far as the author’s knowledge goes, the character occurs on eleven of the
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vessels taken from this tomb, which must all belong to the same period
(Figure Three).

The character in these inscriptions is very boldly carved, and always has
the dots indicating moisture on the tongue.

The first six (Numbers 1—6) are taken from the publications of Huang
Hsiin; the last five (Numbers 7—11) are from rubbings made by the author
himself from the bronze vessels in the hands of the Society for the Preserva-
tion of Antiquities at An-yang.

Below is a discussion of Fu-chi & & and Nan % as they appear in
these: inscriptions.

4. Fu-chi L& and Nan 3B

The evidence that the Shé of the Oracle Bones was the grandson of
Wu-ting (3 T B4%% 2£) is to be found on a bronze kue: &: the Fu-chi kuei
R T 8. We know that in the Shang-Yin dynasty the use of the ‘ten stems’
+ F to denote the spirit-recipients of sacrifices was restricted to the near
kindred, of the Royal House and nobility.

Sons and grandsons of a king could have fathers and ancestors with
names such as Fu-chia (X %W Father Chia) or Tsu-i (il Z Ancestor Yi),
respectively. Moreover by examining the ancestral names formed from the
Twelve Branches, we can know the position in the Royal Clan occupied by
the makers of the bronze vessels. These were very numerous in the Shang-

~ Yin dynasty; at the beginning of the Western Chow about one quarter still
remained; afterwards they diminished and finally disappeared.

(@) Fu-chi . 'The Shang people had a well-developed clan system
in which the Royal House held the highest place.

. Twenty years ago the author in his article Chia-ku wén tuan-tai yen-chiu
I og B R BB wrote:

The Yin People at their sacrifices, made the officiating king the decisive factor in deter-
mining the titles of the departed kindred. The king’s elder brother was addressed as
Elder Brother So and So; his father as Father So and So; his mother as Mother So and
So; from his grand-parents upwards they were addressed as Ancestor or Ancestress So
and So. Those still farther removed were addressed by their posthumous names. Thus
their names were determined by their relationship to the king presiding over the sacrifice
in question, without any exception or deviation. From the names used, the reigns to
which each inscription belongs can be determined, thus providing an absolute standard
by which the date of any given inscription can be fixed.

In this way the date of Shé on the Bronze vessels is something which
can be established with certainty by means of the name Fu-chi & g..

In the list of Royal Ancestors of the Shang-Yin dynasty in the Shih-chi
B 82, Yin pén-chi B A 42 (Annals of the Yin), pt. 3, p.6b, there occurs only
one name with the character chi ©, namely: Yung-chi # C, in the fifth
generation from T ai-i kX Z (Ch’éng T’ang & %), the founder of the Royal
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House of Yin. Any inscription calling Yung-chi ‘Father Chi’, must belong
to the sixth generation from T ai-i (Ch’éng T’ang)—a period which lies
outside the range of the Oracle Bones inscriptions.

After the time of P’an-kéng #& &, the nineteenth ruler of Yin (from
whose reign the earliest known Oracle Bones inscriptions date), there is also -
only one occurrence of a name comprising the character chi: Tsu-chi jll &,
the elder brother of Tsu-kéng jil B¢ and Tsu-chia jill ##. The author gives
an example from the Oracle Bones inscriptions of sacrifice to him as ‘Elder
Brother Chi’ 5 & (i.e. the officiating person belonged to his own generation);
in the inscription relating to it the character for ‘king’ (Wang F X) was written
with a cross-stroke on top: X, which determined the date of the inscription
to be the period of Tsu-chia jifl . The generation of Lin-hsin & ¥ and
K’ang-ting i€ T called him ‘Fu-chi’ (& @ Father Chi); and the next genera-
tion after that—the generation of Wu-i & & and Wén-wu-ting L & T and
thereafter, would call him “T'su-chi’ jl 2.

Now Shé on the kuei which he made for Tsu-chi called him ‘Fu’ 4.
Shé also presided at the sacrifice to the generation of Wu-ting & T'; Tsu-chi
jill ©, the eldest son of Wu-ting #& T, died early, having been appointed
Crown Prince & F, so his younger brothers Tsu-kéng jifl B¢ and Tsu-chia
jil B called him ‘Small King Elder Brother Chi’ /0 £ %2 ©. Lin-hsin B ¥
and 'K’ang-ting €T also called him /A E& 2. So although he did not
succeed to the throne, we can see that he held a very important position.
Shé was the son of Tsu-chi jill © and the grandson of Wu-ting ®7T. Itis
not to be wondered at that he was shown special favours by the King on
the Oracle Bones. For this reason the author calls him ‘Prince Shé’ (£ # &).

(6) Nan 3. The present author in an earlier work: Wu-téng chiieh
tsai Yin-Shang RSB E B W (The Five Ranks of Nobility in the Yin
Dynasty) indicated two persons belonging to the rank of Nan 3.

In his Ch'ung-kuo ku-tai wén-hua ti jén-shih vh B & R RR
(Ancient Chinese Culture) he noted the number of occurrences of each of
the five feudal ranks of nobility on the Oracle Bones in the time of Wu-ting
R 7T and Ti-hsin # .

Now it is known that Sh¢ & of the time of Wu-ting was both a Prince
F 3 and at the same time held the rank of Nan 5.

The Nan B rank of feudal lords Bi§ J# is not often referred to either in
the Ch’un-ch’iu ## or on the Oracle Bones. Nan % is a hui-i character
| & % and means one who. works 77 = ® in the fields. Ancient society
was based on agriculture. There is evidence on the Oracle Bones that
Wu-ting 3 T gave lands to his numerous sons and grandsons, and strings
of money to his numerous daughters. Lands imply agriculture, hence the
rank was called Nan 5.
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The account of Prince Shé furnishes a concrete example of the close
relation in ancient China between feudal society, agriculture and the clan
system.

Prince Shé not only had immovable property, he also had considerable
movable property, as the eleven bronze vessels on which his name occurs,
show. Several other bronze vessels preserved at An-yang also came from his
tomb. The remainder of his property can be estimated in proportion.

This enquiry into Prince Shé thus gives further insight into the feudal
society of the Yin, with its emphasis upon agriculture and its close clan
organization. :

Institute of Oriental Studies,
University of Hong Kong

(Editor’s Note: The traditional chronology of the Shang-Yin dynasty is 1766—1122 B.c.
The chronology according to the current text of the Bamboo Books 77 42 4% is 1558—1050
B.C.; according to the ancient text of the Bamboo Books, as reconstructed by Wang Kuo-wei
EE#, it is 1523—1027 B.C.

The present paper follows the chronology established by Tﬁng Tso-pin in his Yin-Ii p'u

BB LB 2 E/RE [“The Chronology of the Yin Dynasty’, Part I] 1954, according
to which the Shang-Yin dynasty commenced in 1751 B.c. and ended in 1112 B.c.)
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