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From the Editor

In order to strengthen the fundamental research on the current situation of Vietnam
and provide a systematic reference to those who have interests in Vietnamese issues, the
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Guangxi Academy of Social Sciences, cooperating
with relevant specialists from different organizations, has compiled the Report of
Vietnam’s Conditions annually since 2000.

As an academic publication, the Report is well-received by readers and has become
an important reference domestically and interationally to acquaint the latest information
on Vietnam.

The Report of 2012 keeps the framework of three sections as before. Section lisa
general report on the retrospect of 2011 regarding the country’s political and foreign
affairs, economy and trade, society and culture, etc. , as well as the outlook in 2012.
Section II contains several sub-reports on the development of Vietnam in 2011 -2012,
while Section III covers some background data, including a brief introduction of
Vietnam, chronicle of events of Vietnam and Sino-Vietnam relations in 2011, relevant
documents, as well as economic and social statistics. “ Mutual Translation of New
Words & Phrases between Chinese and Vietnamese” has been added to Section III as
one chapter since 2010.

Authors of “The Report of Vietnam’s Conditions, 2012 are as follows:

Nong Lifu: General Report;

Lin Minghua: Politics;

Qin Yi & Zhong Wei: Diplomacy;

Liu Zhigiang; Sino-Vietnamese Exchanges & Cooperation

Cai Yizhou & Zhou Yan: Military;

Shi Chunliu: People’s Livelihood ;

Liu Jianwen: Agriculture;

Ma Jin’an & He Yanhong: Industry, Finance and Monetary, the Industrial and
Commercial Center of Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh City; abstract;

Yang Ran: Transportation and Communications;

Jiang Yushan: Commerce, Service and Foreign Trade, Chronicle of Events of
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Vietnam and Sino-Vietnam Relations in 2011 ;

Huang Weisheng: Tourism;

Mi Na & Li Bihua: Culture;

Li Bihua: Education;

Qin Lifang: Hanoi, the Capital City of Vietnam;

Xiong Shiping: The Frontier Economy in Northern Vietnam; List of Monographs,
doctorate and master dissertations on Vietnam written in Chinese in 2011

Qin Yi: Economic and Social Statistics;

Wei Hongping: 2011° Recruitment and Graduation of Vietnamese Language Major
in Universities and Colleges of China;

Yu Yun, Shi Chunliu & Qin Lifang: Mutual Translation of New Words & Phrases
between Chinese and Vietnamese.

As of the editing work of this research project, Lu Yusheng and Nong Lifu were
responsible for the organization and final compilation of all reports, Liu Jianwen and Ma
Jin’an edited and proof-read all the chapters, while Lin Qiuming and Chen Hongsheng
translated the preface, abstract and contents into English.

Meanwhile, we offer our sincere thanks to colleagues from the Academic Press of
Social Sciences and other relevant departinents for their support to the project, that
enables this publication a smooth one. Any omissions and mistakes are on us, and critics

and comments are welcome.

Editors
April, 2012
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Abstract

In 2011, though affected by international situation, Vietnam, under the leadership
of the Party and the Government and with various measures, still made good
achievements in all sectors throughout the year, featured by stable politics, economic
development and active diplomacy.

Politically, Vietnam witnessed the smooth changes in the leadership of the Party
and the Government. From January 12 to 19 of 2011, the 11* National Congress of the
Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) was held in Hanoi, at which the new leadership
was elected with Nguyen Phu Trong as the General Secretary of CPV and the blueprint
of future development of the nation was depicted. The major contents of the meeting
include: adopting the draft Platform for National Construction during the Transitional
Period towards Socialism ( supplemented and developed in 2011); adopting the draft
Socio-economic Development Strategy for the 2011 - 2020; highly appraising the five
years’ implementation of the 10* Congress’s Resolution (2006 ~2010) and orientations
and tasks for the 2011 —2015 stated in the 10® tenure CPVCC’s political report, which
was submitted to the 11* Congress; and approving the 200 — strong line-up of the Party
Central Committee, the 11™ term, including 175 official members and 25 alternate
members. The 2™, 3™, and 4 plenary sessions of the 11% Congress were also held in
the year. After the 11™ Congress, the Vietnam’s 13th National Assembly (NA) held its
first session from late July to early August in Hanoi, at which Nguyen Sinh Hung was
elected as NA Chairman, Truong Tan Sang as State President and Nguyen Tan Dung
was reelected as Government Prime Minister.

Economically, Vietnam maintained its growth. According to the General Statistics
Office of Vietnam, in 2011, the economic growth rate of the country was 5. 89% ,
lower than the 6. 78% in 2010. Of the rate in 2011, agriculture, forestry and aquatic
products industry accounted for 0. 66% , industry and construction industry, 2.32% ,
and service industry, 2.91% . The grain harvest brought a total grain output of 42. 3
million tons, 2.3 million tons more than the previous year, a record high in the recent
decade. The total state fiscal revenue was about 674.5 trillion Vietnamese dongs,
113.4% of the set target, an increase of 20.6% over 2010; while the total state
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expenditure was 796 trillion Vietnamese dongs with a fiscal deficit equivalent to 4. 9% of
the GDP. The Consumer Price Index ( CPI) of the whole year was up by 18. 58%
over 2010; the grain price, up by 1.4% ; and the food price, up by 0.49% . The
unemployment rate of working-age people reached 2.27% , including 3. 6% in urban
area and 1. 71% in rural area. In 2011, Vietnam received 6. 014 million international
tourists, 19. 1% higher than that in 2010.

As is shown in the statistics from the General Department of Customs of Vietnam,
in 2011, remarkable achievement was made in the export and import. By December
25, 2011, it was estimated that the total export and import volume of the nation was
US $ 200 billion, including US $ 105. 2 billion from import and US $ 94. 8 billion from
export, with a trade imbalance of US $ 10. 4 billion. In terms of trade in services, the
exporting service totaled US $ 8. 879 billion, a rise of 19% and the importing service
US $ 11. 859 billion, a rise of 19.5% .

Diplomatically, Vietnam carried out active bilateral or multi-Jateral exchanges. In
2011, the party or state leaders of Vietnam visited Asian and European countries
frequently, displaying its stance of integrating into the world actively. In the year, the
leaders visited the Laos, Cambodia, Singapore, Malaysia, the Philippines, Indonesia,
Holland, Uzbekistan, Ukraine, China, India, Sri Lanka, ROK, Japan, USA, etc. ,
strengthening the relations with these countries and striving for more development capital
for Vietnam.

In 2012, after its access to WTO, Vietnam is expected to experience greater
impact from global economy which is still confronted with severe challenges in its
development and hence with many uncertainties. The United States is the largest
exporting market for Vietnam, followed by EU. Both USA and EU have slow rate in
their economic growth, imposing certain difficulties to Vietnam’s export. On the other
hand, the domestic commodity price is still high and real estates and security markets are
sluggish. Therefore, to restrain inflation, to stabilize the macro economy and to reduce
trade deficit are still of key importance for Vietnam during its economic development in
2012. As a result, Vietnam will keep on implementing tight, flexible and prudent
currency and financial policies so as to achieve the economic growth of 6% to 6.5% in
2012.
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