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Big Ben

Big Ben is placed in the Clock Tower of the Palace of
Westminster. This is the building in London where laws are
made. Big Ben actually doesn't refer to the Clock Tower
itself, but the bell at the top of the tower. Some parts of the
British Commonwealth hear the chimes of bell every day and
the bell chimes every 15 minutes. The Clock Tower has been
considered as one of London's landmark buildings and the
Big Ben is the symbol of London and Britain.

Big Ben weighs 13.5 tons, and it is 95 meters high with
9-feet diameters. It took fifteen years to build the Big Ben.
Talking about the origins of the name Big Ben, we have to tell
an interesting story that wide spread. Big Ben chimed for the
first time on July 11, 1859. To give the clock a name, then
the British Parliament convened a special meeting. At the
meeting, members also felt very tired. During the course of
the debate, and amid the many suggestions that were made,
Sir Benjamin Hall, a large and strong man affectionately
known as “Big Ben”, rose and gave an impressive and long
speech on the subject. When, at the end of this oratorical
marathon, Sir Benjamin sank back into his seat, a person at
the meeting shouted out, “Why not call it Big Ben?". All the
parliament members burst into laughter; Since then, Big Ben
(Ben is the nickname for Benjamin) has become the name of
the clock. ‘

The sound of the bell is still clear and pleasant although

it cracked twice in the past. For Britons at sea or living in
distant lands, the sound of Big Ben is still a link with home,
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for the chimes are broadcast every evening by the British
Broadcasting Corporation(BBC). Radio also sends the sound
of the big clock to the rest of the world. It is said that the
tower is not open to the general public, but those with a
“special interest” may arrange a visit to the top of the Clock
Tower through their local Members of Paliament.
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# i3 BITHB X
SRl | [tfaim] n $h, $h7, F0ig
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Bk i chime (at) +&fjg 7£-----BFjE)3RAT

. chime (in) with sth. 5EEME&

i The school clock chimes (at) twelve.

&5 | FRL2AITHRN. _
i It’s good that your plans chime (in) with ours.
P fRg i R A RN s, ARERT.

AL R o o7l g géﬁmww&m
consider = | [ken'sdelv%e, %
o B0 it paby be considered as (to) WikbR--
Bl Hg i§ considered as a brilliant man.
Gitparty o RERRRBRRA .o o) 5 el nuasicad ic
= . consideration n. %%, N, TEEE WE, BL
______ landmark | Clendmaid n bis, EROE, efE
Bl Thg Great Wall is a famous landmark in China.
N ik PN GORAR |
""" e ' land () +mark (75) B “dk5”
______ convene | . [kenvinlv®%, 2% AR oo
) People were gon\(gn?d here .for an emergency meeting.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, AMBBRIZERAREOR.
 ACER | convener n. BEA




i He behaved very affectlonately towards her children.

RiRi

”"’jfma%w% AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
. affectionately = with affection
i affect v. M, 1EM, B3
LR . affectionn. B2, EE, Bif, XE EW
| affectionate [o'fek[onit] adj. 1ERH, FHHEEM, BEMN
. affectionateness n. F1%. Z1i#
_.marathon = Cmerobonn Buwike k&
Bl i Marathon runners need plenty of stamina.

WU ES S U R

['mknexm] n. ﬁw;, Rﬁ‘\

RIS VIS OUEC T ST IIOOOIMG < « . < vt v mw'e wobonah e mbm i thunsuss Sonsbrut e usascomcovandstirdasadonnidnnsissasbanhobostcntdnarnnnnnns

i They nicknamed him * Lofty because he was so tall.

@@ AR TARS AL, BAREHRS.
= L [kreok] v ARE, WE, 7B
..... RN nEm RE
ILe) i A cracked mirror lies on the floor.
ST g et R PRI R At N e L e Y
. fissure ['fifo] n. 3448, Tif, I
wiCHR : v. B, 9B
¢ crack down - KB ™ FHakE, $AE
£ | ['distent] adj. BIEAY, PSR, EITHY, ERTH GERD.,
distant = Font, WA, AR
CBE distant +n. @
rTe) ¢ He is a distant cousin of mine.

DR R — L B R

i I'have arranged with him to meet at the restaurant.
TN ... e OO
i arrangement n. RH, @i, B

i v+ment—n.

i eg. argue(v. #it, $M)+ment—argument (n. Fit, )
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@ Four Seasons in One Day

HERY ™

When an Englishman wears a raincoat and goes out
with an umbrella on a sunny morning, a foreigner may feel
surprised or laugh. If he knows that the weather in Britain is
changeable, he will understand it. We often hear Englishmen
say “Other countries have a climate, but we have weather
in Britain". Britain consists of many islands and there are a
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number of seas around it, so it is not cold in winter and not
hot in summer, but the weather changes from time to time
and from day to day. So Englishmen are always complaning
about the weather.

In England, it is said that one can experience four
seasons in just one day! In the early morning, it is warm
and mild spring, you feel comfortable and refreshing, but
black clouds may appear and it rains heavily after an hour
or two. At mid-day it's very common to put on more clothes
because it will become cold with the temperature down by
about eight degrees centigrade or more, and it seems that
winter is coming. In the late afternoon, the sun will begin to
shine, when the darkness is coming it will be summer and
you can wear a short T-shirt. We can not only experience four
seasons in one day, but also get an air of winter in summer
and an air of summer in winter. We hardly meet such kind of
weather in other countries. '

Besides, the day is longer and the night is shorter in
summer. The darkness falls until ten o'clock or so while the
day is shorter and the night is longer in winter. It's about
three o’clock before the darkness comes. For all the people
in Britain, summer is the best season to travel because
they feel energetic in this season and can take part in
more activities in the day. The changeable weather is a
typical feature of Britain, and it has a certain effect on the
Englishman's character. When you make friends or talk with
Englishmen, the weather is a constant topic.
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£ 13 BRI X
_____ surprise lsopraud] g B8R
L S be surprised at sth. %f---@EMEEF
') i He was surprised at his own progress in English.
B R R RER R ARIR LR, 1ol 00 znocsss
<L . surprise [sepraiz] n. 173, {EIRIFHANEY
WL bR i v EfRE: HEREMKE: HiFHRE
...... changeable | [tendsebl adf WREty
') i Nobody can understand your changeable ideas.
DRI B .. i 5 i O
| change [tfend3] v K%
By : n. T, T8
LR v+able—adj.
| eg. enjoy (v %, EXR) —enjoyable (adj. WtkE, HHlAY)
______ PR, el BB 4 s suo i 200sRsE
. hear about/of sth. WTitx%E
& . hear from sb. WEIFABKE
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, B R e SN
i Did you hear about the accident that happened last
. night?
k=) DR T R ER A6 FHR?
. Everyone heard you sing in the next room yesterday.
e ER, BAARATHREREE K.
- hear (W) RFMHLER listen (7)) FFHTHIZE
AR . eg. I listened to the radio for a moment, but I heard

nothing interesting.
AT —2IUEMN, ERBFEN 2HRGFH.

climate

| [Klaimit] n. 518, RS

i The climate in this region is a little dry.

B mremesmmars.
BiCHER . climate ®TS1E weather FREGKHERSHKR
complain B ke wiaosiapeim i

““ééwmmmwwmf&&ﬁaﬁ&&ﬁm& EEE

. icomplantosb. mFAMEZ

7 ﬁﬂ@‘ i You have nothing to complain about.
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