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Foreword

It is my pleasure and honor to inscribe a preface for this outstanding book
written by my friend and colleague, Professor Tao Feiya of Shanghai
University. A revision of Professor Tao’s excellent dissertation at The
Chinese University of Hong Kong, this work, A Christian Utopia in China:
The Jesus Family (1921-1952), is one of the very first historical works
from China which analyzes deeply both the context of twentieth century
Chinese history and also the history of indigenous Christianity in modern
China. I believe that in future it will be viewed as a landmark volume,
pointing the way towards the more objective study of Christianity in
China.

There are several noteworthy contributions of this study. One is the
very clear historical context of Shandong province early in the twentieth
century provided by Professor Tao. Drawing partly on his earlier fine study
of Christianity in Shandong society co-authored with Professor Liu Tianlu,
he shows convincingly how this context contributed directly to the Jesus
Family’s formation. Tao’s description of the movement’s founder, Jing
Dianying, is equally insightful. He paints a very understandable picture of
this fascinating religious visionary, who in some ways can perhaps be
compared with Hong Xiuquan.

One of the other significant contributions of the study is how it deals
objectively with both foreign missionary and native Chinese elements in
the makeup of the Jesus Family. For example, Tao acknowledges the
importance of foreigners such as Nora Dillenbeck and L. M. Anglin in
shaping Jing Dianying’s faith, but he portrays the Jesus Family as a
thoroughly Chinese movement. I agree. For most of its life the Jesus Family
had almost nothing to do with the foreign missionary movement, and
everything to do with Chinese popular culture.

Another commendable aspect of this study is its balanced treatment of
the reasons for the decline and disbanding of the movement, and the role of
the party and the state in that process. In addition, the entire study is nicely
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situated in the theoretical framework of a cross-cultural discussion of utopias
as broader historical phenomena.

Finally, I admire Professor Tao’s work because it really is a path-
breaking study. In most aspects of this research and writing, Professor Tao
by necessity has had to function as a pioneer. No one has previously done
a comparable combination of research topics centered on Christianity and
popular culture in modern Chinese history, that is, viewing it as a Chinese,
not a foreign, phenomenon. Moreover, Professor Tao based much of this
work on a large collection of unique and diverse documents painstakingly
gathered from local archives in Shandong, supplemented by interviews
(some of them hard to obtain) with many participants. His use of these
archival and oral history materials is exemplary, and indicates the work of
a mature scholar. But it took a great deal of very hard work to do it. I know
this because of many conversations with Professor Tao during the years we
were working on related topics, when we shared both materials and ideas.

Finally, this book is also well organized and clearly written. I believe
that scholars of Chinese history and comparative religion alike will enjoy
and profit from it. I am proud to have been associated with a research project
that made a small contribution to support of this study, and I am very pleased
to recommend this work enthusiastically to my colleagues, both in China
and abroad.

Daniel H. Bays
Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA
30 September 2003

(Daniel H. Bays is Professor of History and Director of the Asian Studies
Program at Calvin College, USA, and Professor of History Emeritus,
University of Kansas, USA.)



|

AERENHENEBEH R — BMREENELHR - ;IE
P RBEVRBRIERFHE1996-99F R EEGTHE [ EEEH B E
B — @IS BRERERNRIER > BETFRARE P BIEREE
FHET » WERBTXREFEER  RABLRUWEE - HEEH
ZHBESH IR ERAR LB - AXWMRATHB P UKEL
B RENR AR EE 2820017 F X LEHE LRCHTE
AR KRG NN - BHERMENHEMER > K285
T:E,D o

A 58 BB R B B SR B R AR AT o AN B B A%
KRB EHE - FEASERESROKE B2 KEERZ MM
PR 8] R o S AR 0 T8 P At SO ) B o At o B BB B R AR R R
HERFEHNEZEBRERAEEE > RPMNE - KEHREEAR
REHBMEETE - REXT-HHM - HELEERH L - FREFCK
BRRAEE ML — KR -

AR B K B R i BT KB S R % LT (Daniel H. Bays) 2340
KRR R ARG - (EATRTEREEH T ER > 23R
RAVE IR R E AT I T RS A E W EE - BHIRE
IREB LR > ZRFREENERAFHPFRBR > KA
X2 UE (Janice Bays) {t EBIR X KB ERFR AR CER - BHTZR
DR ENATE - BIREXENHABE O ERITHEBK
B FEZ T -



xviii B} H

RBBEENRFHARERER - WBHAERERIT - BL R
RUAFIR IR RZR B o & (L5840 AR] Y E E S A
X TIHREPEMEC MRS - MNEEMERGERZ4E
BEEE -

FELANEFETBIEA S » RERMFH LB > FEFWEP IR
BETHIN > RIIRZ M - WFRERMEBCK A (Daniel L. Overmyer)
R - FREFUT - BB - BRI T EHUR - EAR
IRAEZIR AL R B e A T R e A B B 2 P Al 7 A EH R
ZHE o BHh » B IEAE ZAR M AR A R BoRBRAR DB R AN
V1 R B #E R B AEA TS & R R DA EA R B - A
FWHR T REEEEMHEOMERMA » LR KBTRREER
X - BERMEHIR - BRI EIR - BIRBEIR - HERBERHAR
FRABAZ - TR PIRERBIR » BARETHE P SCREMFE L
MARBERE - REMBBEERGHS TREERED - DBARBKEE
FRIE L B A R o FE UL EEE — O 1 4P B A B Y SRR

RERES > MY ZRNRINLAEANBE - SeEBRED
{BE AR R BRBME S S B AT REEIEE > ZORREE -

AEEWEERE > G2 T BB IREEEN  AHEGRE
PR EEHUE SRR - BBRKEEEN - LRKBEEMW - FL
HEE  BETRLUEERHERLWREERENAERE - F2BK
WEZ - UREREH =8 X ETHEFEH > LB EER |
BT TEEWHE o FFRIERE SRR IR EENFE MM
EHWE TEEBR R REZELNT R > BEMMFEREC S - HF
HRBEERCRE B ARE HE EE B fR LN RE - &~
BERAEHEMARMETERNER - M LA EEHEBREL A — R
Rk o HP L HRIEHEBLA - HIRERE - FWAERE - HIGER
2 RAESSE - RERVA - UET KA - BHEBR L L - REME
A% ZUBTIFAIMAE EE N E > M1 8 CE MRS E
SR - FREZEE -

FEAE S SUATE > WAURBE M UK B B L
FBHHEZRM - HREBUT > RBBFFEENERBRTER > AL



O Xix

B TERHAE - AEAMELROEERIFEZERLEAEE—
B WHREREERNER ) B -y RETUBM RO 8K
HE % EEIASCRIERET R BEEIE - MR M > BRERFIE
BRE - HERENTRERERHE - PURBH AL RERZE L
TEMFRHEA > —ER OMEREY > AEREIHERTEHIEN
LAY EERMMORE - BA > EPHEALRE > BiE2
TEfEE -

AR HRNE TSI R/ - REZ RS MM KL
T o WM ER A > RACERFRTE RE PR L ME T -
AER BT o



------ TRF RN ARSI ELARALEF K BT
BERBR  MHKER  Bdo— KB LMAH B (58
#)EERRARE  AWERFRZENTARBR FR—
Vi AAT RSSOt RP—WAE  HRAXRBA
A% AR REEAR—BERAIR - o

------ FBEANRE  ARETZIBEH/NG  #lo ik BHARSE
HHRAHEE  FENE cHRHEE RAEL S kmE . &
EARRIT  TIRA MBS EAE - LBEA  BIFRofE o oo

MAREZAFFX LAV PRELERY  —F B EF
AEBER EBRANE AF—F @A G EHET
Mo WEFRBEED I WMEEI R S FTRAMETAT '

EBRE RN RCE R M AEBRR TRV G [ RN
EEYHE — BHRFEE1940F RN EFEE - & MBI EREREK
FERAE20 1 AL 20U WiE P AL 77 - FERELLSRER L 493020 BA—1H
/NSRS SRR RY © BI304EACRT T2 17 P BB 70 RS AL T O MR BT gt
—{EHTRIAT o SoRET A BRALEE ANEREEREN FE - A
HEALMEH LA EAR - ERNERBLENR2RABRE > BRY
AR MERIE > NMMILESBILR LR > AAMBERAE - KM
THEEZREEHERAR - REEEREREN AH - el



xxii H

halll

FTREFEAFEENEEAS - REEHBHEERAILEER
ERA-EREIERE N - BEETEEEY T H N BIEERKE
BE > (E1921 W MBRA R > B19S2FE E B BB AR S F sk >
BIEARAE 7314 - 2

HEB—RIZ > 1950 BIEBH A LB R R N F LY 54
BRIV B - FRET > TEBAREEFHEEE R IHEL
AT REGEENE]  EHE  CERAZHER IR B HHg
BUAT RIS - FE B A% » SRR TS0 - R
BB G L T OIS 1998478 2y o B4 (Winfried Gluer) /1%
BT S Py RA [HEEKILE F R IRRERE] 8E > THEUA
E—HNT - BEMRRERE LEKMRE  ARREBREL 2R
DrAEFEB S 12— - HRBEBT R SR FORSIL AR - B3
BRI B B > IR ENERNET S - BT AZHHA
BEH  BASTIRZES N RBHHMG - °
- METE > BARERRHIREEN LT g TEE -
HOCEETTE > KPR G ERRES RERNEIUTHNIRER R R
PRI - B TR BEZMAH SN BRI A SRR
FE B RERR A R PR B IVE T st - BRI RS L UE
BURIMEEREr R > 7E80% F R RN E TR - B HIEH
BERTE - URRERA SN2 RERER - B 07 RELH
TR P B R A48 T BRER I BE R P [ 448 8 e At Tl ) 46
HIRIRE] - BE TiE B H L TS 8] M &% - SOFERFH
BH/NE G KR RARREE - WK T ABRIMMRE  BIE TSR
FERR L A PR - SRR R RREER) P — B FF B K
BE - &ZOCRRER/ - HAI RS R B MRR = A EB R BT ]
BUERRRIRUE - BAFS IR ERSR R RN L5 3 RIS L 7E GRRPraR ok
HIBRERZBE © 4R AT — SCRETEMR R I R E IR A M E R
it > WA T URTERNESZE - °

FSCER B IR R ER BT R B T8 - BEA T A S LR R
HELBE (The McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago) % &
(Theodore F. Romig) {#Z1E 19504F % £ HI B B AR K B2 (“The Family



