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Abstract

Frontier is the verge of a country, and only that of a vast country, which has a
great diversity between its inner land and border land, can be called as a “frontier”.
China is the first couniry among those that have valued the importance of
frontier. Different historical backgrounds have made the word “frontier” rich in
meaning that varies according to different historical ages. After China was established as
a nation-state, its understanding of frontier has profoundly changed. Such ideas as
ocean frontier, space frontier and interest frontier have come into being, but the land
frontier conception is still dominant over the others.

China’s frontier has great influence on the whole country, for it is vast,
strategically important, and populated by various ethnic peoples. The contradictions and
issues, existing with these characteristics and exerting great impacts on the whole
territory, are called frontier problems. For the state, frontier administration means the
efforts to solve the problem. As the problems themselves are changeable, the frontier
governing system ought to keep up with times. For the time being, the Chinese frontier
administration has to introduce a modern comprehensive system that is staie-oriented and
multilaterally participated.

The central governments of all dynasties in Chinese history had attached great
importance to frontier governance and had formed such frontier governing thoughts as
“ defending the inner land and governing the verge areas”, “guarding the bordering

&

areas” , ‘ resisting invasions in war times and taking guarding measures in peace
times”, and “employing cultural and moral education to enlighten the people living in
verge areas” . Additionally, there were some other flexible measures and policies. The
historical frontier governing thoughts, polices, strategies, successful experiences and

painful lessons have paved a way for modern frontier governance.
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The establishment of the People’s Republic of China indicated that China had come
into a frontier governing age of a nation-state. In face of a tense and complicated
situation related to its frontier, China was fairly successful in handling it by taking
effective measures. The state achieved many accomplishments in governing border areas
such as consolidation of people’s regime and unification of the national institution,
enhancement of its frontier development and improvement of people’s life, radical
change of frontier society and narrowing of the gap between its border land and inner
land, improvement of relations and strengthening of the political conformity among
ethnic peoples, and consolidation of its national defense and strengthening its frontier
stability and national sovereignty. Those achievements radically changed the social
conditions of China’s border areas.

The lasting frontier problems that have great impact on China’s border land, and
the whole country are found in the areas ranging from the development and construction
of the border areas, the issues of ethnicity and religion in the frontier, the development
and stability of the frontier society, the coordination of diverse cultures, the ethnologic
and national identity of ethnic groups, and the administration and control of frontier
society, to frontier administration and its relations with neighboring countries. Those
mentioned above are the existing problems of Chinese frontier administration. To solve
them is the first and most important task of the government. To some extent, modern
frontier administration can be regarded as the proceeding and process of handling those
problems. Realistically speaking, although modern frontier administration has made
marked achievements, it is still in face of tremendous challenges. It has aequired rich
and valuable experience, and drawn some lessons that are worth appreciating. Those
problems cannot be avoided in further governmental frontier administration. While they
are being solved, the principle of consistence and innovation is constantly required.

Many countries, especially those of vast territories, have been attaching a great
deal of importance to their frontier administration. From them, China can obtain
invaluable references, including methods of free market, government planning,
government and market combination and western multi-governance in developing their
border lands. China can use patterns of economic and political construction
combination, and cultural and social construction combination for making a good use of
market mechanism.

The modern frontier administration of P. R. C. has a history of more than sixty

years, during which the strengths, together with the shortcomings, are evident

PEIELERR



HERLFH SR EMRERRE

considering the guidelines, policies, and effects. Generally speaking, it has made
great progress, but is far from perfection. However, the new circumstances of China’s
opening-up policies and its national development and construction demand more and
more on its frontier administration. It is necessary for the state to transform and
reconstruct its frontier governing system.

After the coming of the 21st century, China has transferred itself from the previous
national construction age to a national development age. The circumstances and
requirement of the new age can only be respectively conformed and met by
reconstructing the frontier governing system that is passed down from the previous
age. The reconstruction of frontier administration contains theoretical, systematic and
practical reconstructions among which the first is the basic, the second is the core and
the third is the ultimate goal. To reconstruct the Chinese frontier administration system is
to perfect it and let it meet the requirement of the new age, and to make the Chinese
border land more powerful.

A national strategy for constructing frontier is required in order to emphasize the
importance of frontier construction, narrow the gap between the border land and the
inner land and make Chinese frontier more powerful. These arrangements have to be
performed in twenty years. The poor living conditions and poverty in the border areas
have to be radically changed. The gap between the border land and the inner land has to
be remarkably narrowed. The frontier economy has to be pushed to the middle level of
the inner land. Then in store is a powerful and promising frontier which is economically
prosperous, politically stable, socially advanced, ethnically united and whose frontier

defense is firmly consolidated.
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