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Foreword

Dear Friend, have you ever wished to visit the home of Hami melons. to feast your eyes upon the natural beauty and richness of the
land on which they grow. or to have an idea of the splendor of the oasis of Hami, inlaid like a sparkling emerald, in the Gobi Desert? As
you enter China’s biggest region (province) — Xinjiang —at the foot of the year —round snow —covered Tianshan Mountains, you will
see the rejuvenated ancient city of Hami, rising from amidst a luxuriant immense forest, and your wish will be more than fulfilled.

The wide and well —paved asphalt roads. the rows upon rows of buildings, the smokestacks of factories, the flowing traffic, the
busy and thriving markets:+-+++ This is the world —renown ”Home of Hami melons” — — also known as the "entrance to the Western
Region” and the "key that locks Jiayuguan” (the westernmost end of the Great wall) in the ancient classics — — Hami — — the first
city of the Tianshan Mountains.

Hami., also known as kumul, touches the Tianshan Mountains to the north and spreads across the expansive Barkol pastures which
borders the People’s Republic of Mongolia; strides the kumtag Desert and links the Bayangol Mongolian Autonomous Prefecture to the
south; connects with the Hexi Corridor to the east; and neighbors Turpan to the west. It is 404 kilometers wide east to west, and 320
kilometers long north to south. On this 85,000 square kilometer piece of land+ inhabit the Han, the Uyaur, the Hui, the Kazak and
twenty other nationalities, making up a population of 300,000 people who live in harmony and fraternal love, advancing together hand
in hand to create a prosperous future for their native land.

Hami has an ancient history and brilliant culture. There were already people living in the area as early as seventy or eighty cen-
turies ago. During the Sui and Tang Dynasty times, Hami was already made a ” Jun”, the equivalent of today’s county. The mummies
and funerary objects such as the bronze knife, woolen fabrics, etc. , unearthed at the Wupu burial grounds. dating back 3,200 years,
reflect Hami’s ancient civilization. The Zheyao Valley of Qincheng and the petroglyphs of Baishan reveal the everyday life of the ancient
nomadic peoples who once lived in the area; the yizhou (today’s Hami) Melodies record the musical culture of ancient Hami; the archi-
tecture and painting of the Hui Princes Mausoleum and the Etigar Mosque demonstrate the Uygur people’s highly sophisticated artistic
skills.

Hami is on the crossroad between the Dunhuang Culture and the Turpan Culture, and it is also the converging point of the Central
Plains civilization and the Western Region culture. Hami’s geographical location makes it a natural museum of ancient cultures.

Hami is richly blessed by Mother Nature. Its melons enjoy world wide fame, and are called ”the best melons under Heaven”. At
the Ist and 2nd China Silk Road Jiayuguan Melon Festival competitions, the Hami melon ”"Queen” variety won the Gold Medal on both
occasions; the red dates of wupu are big, thin—skinned, fleshy and juicy. and rank first among dates in the country; the locally grown
barley and hops are choice raw materials for the brewing of beer; and the Hami carpets woven with denatured goat hair have won the
Gold Medal at the 7th Five—year Plan Spark Plan New Product Exposition; a new product, a chemical agent — the drought —resistant
xantho—humic acid — has already passed the Autonomous Region science and technology qualifications, verifying it as having reached
the advanced level of its kind in the country.

Hami is a treasure trove. It has subterranean rivers of oil; opencut coal mines, and streams from which gold can be separated.
Other mineral deposits are copper, nickel, iron, salt, tungsten, manganese. silver, titanium, vanadium. graphite, mirabilite, lime-
stone, marble and others, which are all abundant in reserve and high in rank. There are seventy —eight kinds of mineral deposits that
have already been ascertained.

Hami is vast in area but conveniently accessible in transportation. Historically, it was an important hub in the traffic between the
Central Plains and the Western Region, and served as a link between the hinterlands of China and Central and West Asia, and various
European countries. The second Eurasian continental bridge and the National Highway 312 run across the city to form a two—layer
tributary pattern. Especially after the laying of a double track on the wuwei South to Urumgqi stretch of the Lanzhou—Xinjiang Railway
is completed, the volume of freight entering and leaving Hami will grow by leaps and bounds. The resumption of air transport will add
a finishing touch to the communication and transportation of the area. In addition, 10,000 program—controlled telephones will provide
efficient communication service for foreign and domestic business people at all times.

Hami markets thrive and its trade is prosperous. After the reform and opening Hami has set up ten big— to medium —sized mar-
kets. The big market now under construction is in the trade zone and covers an area over 1,000 mu, involves an investment of around
500 million yuan, and is to be completed within three to five years. The northern end of National Highway 312 reaches the national bor-
der, and south of the Turpan—Hami Oil Field Base will be developed into an Economic and Technology Zone covering five square kilo-
meters of land. The gates of Hami are flung open to receive business people from far and wide. An open commodity circulation system
with more channels and fewer links is taking shape.

The natural landscape of Hami is-enchanting. Down through the ages. the elements have carved on the land many unique and mar-
velous spec— tacles, such as the "Ghost Town ” of Wupu, the "Monkey Hill” of Qin— cheng and others. These natural creations, to-
gether with the pastoral beauty of Baishitou (White Rocks) . the lofty mountains and clear streams of Taiyanggou (Sun Valley)«:---+ are
most see —worthy places that are increasingly attracting foreign and domestic tourists as well as explorers and surveyors from across the
world.

The society of Hami is stable and its policies are favorable. With the increasing intensification of the reform and opening, preferen-
tial policies and regulations concerning the introduction of funds. technology. projects and expertise are being consecutively issued, ex-
tending assuring policies to protect the interests of foreign and domestic investors.

In the region—wide 16 —city competition for the best city in xinjiang, Hami came out on top for five consecutive years, making
the "Hami Spirit” known throughout the nation. With the country’s policies inclining toward the west, Hami has been designated as the
key city for development. The presence of the Turpan—Hami Old Field Base elevates the economy of Hami onto a new platform and pro-
vides choicest opportunities for foreign and domestic business people.

Hami is a rising city with great prospects. In the waves of the market economy . its people, reinvigorated with a new lease on life,
are welcoming guests to visit, to trade, to invest in businesses, to open factories. to participate in cultural exchanges, to explore, to
tour, to hunt, and to join efforts with them in building the economy of Hami and adding a new and glorious page to its history.

The editorial committee of the (Hami— Xinjiang) Pictorial
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The City at Night
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1ami City —center Playground




BEBARAE

Hami People’s Park




