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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to give a human geogrophical explanation for the
Chinese forum phenomena by describing and analysing the association process of
forum network.

The paper puts forward that government—oriented forums constitute the main part
of the forum phenomena on the basis of a brief analysis of the characteristics of the
phenomena. Government-oriented forum is a public event held by government with
public fund and has a restrained attendance. The study analyses the three stages in a
forum, including decision—making, preparation and on—stage with a theoretical frame
of association study proposed by ANT ( Actor — network —theory ). Under the frame
three questions are put forward. Firstly, what are the main actors in each stages?
secondly, how do they associate and impulse a forum? Thirdly, how do the actors
make their interests come true? The practical significance of the study is to better un-
derstand forum phenomena and effecienly regulate some unfavorable tendency of it.
The theoretical significance is to provide a positive study on space with ANT approach
and thus make up the shortcoming lying in event study and conference study.

ANT insists general symmetry principle and thus is named as sociology of
assoclations or sociology of translation, which has its particular claims on ontology,
epistemology and methodology. ANT uses the term of translation to demonstrate
association process by dividing translation into four moments, which are
problematization, interessment, enrolment and mobilisation. Accordingly, the paper

brings forward four questions as the clue of case study: firstly, how is the forum prob-
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lematised into an obligatory point of passage for all of the actors in the
problematization moment? Secondly, with what devices are actors attracted into the
forum process? Thirdly, how are actors defined and roles assigned along with the
preparation of forum? Fourthly, through what a designation of the successive
spokesmen and the settlement of a series of equivalencies, are all these actors
displaced and then reassembled at a certain place at a particular time when the forum
is held?

By taking the forum of D province as a typical case and more supporting cases as
validating studies, the research finds that firstly, in the stage of decision—making of
the forum, the main actors are governors, professors, enterprisers and the institutes
which they belong to along with some background elements. In the stage of
preparation, more governmental departments, relevant enterprises, media institutes
and universities joined and creates a great deal of unhuman actors such as the
projects, themes and agenda of the forum. When the forum is held, all actors are re-
presented by the forum and forum comes into the only actor. Secondly, the paper
discovers that actors associate by translating their interests into the network and thus
forward the forum to be held. The translation in decision — making stage is mainly
about the interests translation, in preparation stage is mainly about the behalfs
translation through well — designed devices such as shared tasks and cooperation
contacts and at the same time eliminated the possibilities of association with other
actors. Thirdly, actors also make their behalfs come true through translation and the
forum becomes the final spokeman representing all actors of the forum. Forum
organizers accomplish their aims of making alignment with other actors with the
association function of the forum.

The paper prefectly accomplishes the three goals presented at the beginning of
the study, which are, firstly, to demonstrate how actors translate their interests and
behalfs during the process of the forum from the stage of decision—making to that of
putting on of the forum through the four moments of translation; secondly, to discover

the topological charateristics and heterogeity of networking space forming on the base
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of actors’ action and the funtion of association, translation and representation of the
space; and, thirdly, to give an explanation of the phenomena of forum in China
which is mainly because the characteristics and functions of forum space meeting the
needs of forum organizers and whether a forum can be held depends on if actors can

associate and translate their interests and behalfs into forum.

Keywords: government — oriented forum; Actor — network — theory ( ANT);

translation ; network ; space
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