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Unit Objectives

After studying this unit, you are able to:

e understand a feasibility study

e understand the procedures of making a feasibility
study

® receive a client and talk about costs
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A English for Civil Engineering

A Warming-up

Task 1 The following is a flow chart of the feasibility study of a construction project. Fill in
the missing words according to the Chinese meanings. The first letters are already

given.
At L U ®itE& D F
¢ !
TR
F S
T T
BiRER A EHEERA
C C M C

Task 2 Look at the figure and then put the following items in order.

= \

g A i, v L | | 2
Y TR ]

5 i HE 5 3 it T =]

\/

INBERRHER INESLHEM ER

|| Approval of project proposal | | Feasibility study

| | Project proposal | Design specifications
| | Design | | Project authorized
|| Delivery | Construction
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2. BRAZE. @EIAX TRV, R TR RS E R ILATIE, 0t # 3k
WA, HLERAMTHEHT NS (ReadingA) ;

3. BREIEMER. TIHEEARAATIER. B EIE S T2 e (Listening
& Speaking), ERZEHENL; AEAREZHT S NALBIHER (Writing) ;

4. BATATHERRNSR: NEAXTITEHRRS R, MEEL TR, R R HE #
f77P{4 (ReadingB).

A Warming-up

Task 1

Key
FHb Land Use
Witk Design Fee
EHHEH Construction Cost
THEHRH Marketing Cost
AT Feasibility Study

Task 2

Key

Approval of project proposal
Project proposal

Design

Delivery

Feasibility study

Design specifications
Project authorized
Construction

R (] ] (9] el [ ][]
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f Reading A

Task 1

Before reading the passage, see how much you know about a feasibility study of

a construction project by answering the following questions.

1. Why do the builders need to make a feasibility study?

2. Can you name three costs of a construction project?

The Costs in a
Feasibility
Study

A feasibility study is the financial analysis of
all the costs and income revenue that indicates
whether a project will produce a profit. A
feasibility study goes through several stages. The
first stage uses approximated figures available
at the time but further stages will require cost
figures that have been confirmed and finalized.

When preparing a feasibility study for a new
construction project, the first point is likely to
be the cost and availability of the land on which
you propose to build. The tender, that is, the offer
you make for the land, will also have a number
of associated costs for items such as legal charges,
stamp duty and utility charges, including
transportation costs. There may be many other
costs that will have to be considered.

A further estimate will be required of the
fees and associated costs for the building design.
Bids from a number of architects will have been
collected and the most cost-effective design
selected. All these estimated costs must be added

to the first stage of the feasibility report.

The next major aspect to consider will be the
construction costs. For example, if your project
comprises ten town homes, you need to calculate
how much it will cost for building materials,
wages and insurance. Contractors will be asked
for estimates and the most reliable and cost-
effective design selected, but it is wise, at this
stage, to include an extra percentage, say 10%, for
non-specified costs.

This type of feasibility study will also include
the likely estimated marketing costs, such as
advertising, printing of brochures and sales
commissions.

Finally, depending on what percentage of the
total cost will have to be borrowed, the cost of
borrowing must be included. In other words, the
total amount of interest on the loans will have to
be paid, over the period until the buildings are
sold.
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f Reading A
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Task 1

Objective: Ss know about the costs in a feasibility study.

Time: 10 minutes

Steps:

» Ss do this in pairs or small groups to brainstorm a list. Circulate in the classroom and offer help if
necessary. Write any useful vocabulary on the board.

» When Ss have finished talking, get one or two pairs to present an oral report of what they find out. Give
each speaker a time limit.

» The rest of the class should listen and compare the answers and be prepared to discuss whether they
agree or disagree with the speakers.

Note:

Accept any ideas as this is a way of getting Ss to think about the topic. When making a comment,
encourage rather than dishearten. Emphasize any good point made by Ss. To encourage fluency, don’t
always try to interrupt.

Suggested Answers
(Open)

Translation

AT PR RS PR

AT PR SRR H BT AR AL A BT W 55 2 A, T R — I E 2 5 AT A A
SER 3 AT — R E LD LA B, B —BrBoA 4 A BB T, SR EY
B 24 2% T AR Bt A i 2 7 LAJS R T

MO ASETRE S H MR AT AR R, B R B AE2 BB HUS T H A DA K
P BRMEE, BIORERAG LT A IAR, eSS HARM ORI, aAESe . EIIER M A 3L
AP, WNASE S, AR R A B E T IEAE A

RE A BRI B A KA, W] A — @ UM A B sh IR R 2 T 5
LA TR 9% HERE A SN — B Be i AT 3

T EEFHENTH2E LM, flm, WRIHEEE T HETNGEE, WHETEFE
19 2 D EORWSCRSAA R, BTSN ST ORI 3% . AR BL T 55 AT I BEAT A 38, T 5 vl S
BRI EFAL, EXDHrE, WENMERY T AMER A, NEE 10%EH0THE,

AATHERR R AR B A E TN, W)t BN R A I 0,

e, RIS P R EAE B R) LR B SR AR ﬁﬁﬁ% TR RS R — 3t
TEEEZ D UERFLE, PAAE R R K.

T-3



