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E31:

Language is a purely human and non-instinctive method
of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by means of
a system of voluntarily produced symbols. These symbols
are, in the first instance, auditory, and they are produced
by so-called “organs of speech”—animal communication, if
communication it may be called, as brought about by in-
voluntary, instinctive cries, is not, in our sense, language at
all.

(Sapir, 1921: 9)

: Language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols used for

human communication.
(Wardhaugh, 1969: 34)

: Language...[is] human vocal noise (or the graphic rep-

resentation of this noise in writing) used systematically
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and conventionally by a community for purposes of
communication. Occasionally language is used for pur-
pose other than communication—for example, to let off
steam...or as a vehicle for our own thoughts when no
one else is present. But such uses of language are secon-
dary.

(Crystal, 1971: 243)

: Language refers to the particular set of symbols that allows

for intelligible communication in a culture. Language skills
include the ability to speak, write and to comprehend the
symbols of one’s language.

(Mussen, Conger & Kagan, 1979: 199)

: Language is for negotiating meaning, building understanding

and relationships and the activity of using language for any
of these purposes always involves creating what is technically
called a text—a stretch of language which is coherent and
meaningful.

(Christie, 1987: 207)

: Language, the possibility of making meaning, is the es-

sence of being human. It is at the centre of individual
empowerment. Through it, instead of simply being subject
to the structures and activities that define the indifferent
societal system, one interacts with and participates in the
creation of the system. Through it one engages in the con-
tinual, active process of being.

(Courts, 1991: 137)

: Languages are not purely linguistic entities. They serve

social functions. In order to define a language, it is im-
portant to look to its social and political functions, as
well as its linguistic features. So a language can be
thought of as a collection of dialects that are usually lin-

guistically similar, used by different social groups who
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choose to say that they are speakers of one language,

which functions to unite and represent them to other
groups.

(Holmes, 1992: 41-42)

&3 8: All people put language to certain types of use in so do-

ing they all learn a linguistic system which has evolved

in the contexts of such language use. But which parts of

the language system they deploy and emphasise...are

significantly determined by the culture—by the system

of social relations in which people are positioned and the

roles they learn to recognize and adopt.
(Unsworth, 1993: 149)
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KiEF (The big languages)
#IXiEE (Regional languages)
FIbfaiE. DGR, G, BiE. &, RiE. WIETE
(BREES, HAREKAEHERKES)
EXiES (National languages)
KL 80 FiEE N 180 MEKMRS
EXRAMEIES (i 22" &) i
(Official languages with nation-states and other
“safe” languages)
LA RAE 600 FXHMIES
#7777 % (Local vernacular languages)
2t R KLAH 6000 ZRHXHHIES

B11 HAEFSTEREA1

Graddol (1997: 58) [FEft%f 20 2 PRI FES HHAET —1
ﬁm,ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ*fﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁ,mﬁlzﬁ%o

' K¥&#F! (The big languages)
PUE. EIEEE (Hindi/Urdw). 365, FIEFIE. FTRAAE
XS (Regional languages)
(EEHSHHERES The languages of major trade blocs)
HFK#EF (National languages)
KAH 90 MiEF A 20 M ERRS
%% 5 (Local vernacular languages)
BERNFEE T AREAR 1000 FHiEF

A12 HFEFETERER2

g b, ANIXHERET IR R GE S EIS B M B TR . A
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