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The Ideal Man

MRS. ALLONBY: The Ideal Man! Oh, the Ideal
Man should talk to us as if we were goddesses, and
treat us as if we were children. He should refuse all
our serious requests, and gratify every one of our whims.
He should encourage us to have caprices,@ and forbid
us to have missions.@ He should always say much more
than he means, and always mean much more than he
says. :

He should never run down other pretty women.©®
That would show he had no taste, or make one suspect
that he had too much. No; he should be nice about them
all, but say that somehow they don’t attract him. If we
ask him a question about anything, he should give us
an answer all about ourselves. He should invariably
praise us for whatever qualities he knows we haven’t
got. But he should be pitiless, quite pitiless, in
reproaching us for the virtues that we have never
dreamed of possessing.@ He should never believe that
we know the use of useful things. That would be

gratify v 82 invariably adv 78t - 8%

whim n %8 pitiless adj BE# + BIFW
caprice n £t reproaching v-ing &

forbid v 21t



unforgivable. But he should shower on us everything
~ we don’t want. He should persistently compromise us
~ in public, and treat us with absolute respect when we
are alone.
' — Oscar Wilde: 4 Woman of No Importance

_ unforgivable ofj FAMEH compromise v £t
persistently adv X4
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© He should encourage us to have caprices...

encourage sb to do sth / sth f# “BEFEAMEE" -

Why do you encourage her to waste food? {RAE B &Rt R &
R’RY?

LRGN - AR CfREE - BRRT o
Government subsidies encouraged the rapid growth of small
industry. BT EBN (e T/ N TESRER -
® ..., and forbid us to have missions.

forbid sb to do sth 2 "2 |t X AMEE" -

Her father has forbidden her to lose weight. #3374 3 iR
B o

X g - BRIET °
The heavy rain forbade air travel. EEARHBRMERE ©

© He should never run down other pretty women.

run down f# “FZ{K" -

He’s always running down his wife’s cooking.fth 48 5% 7 #8k
EALF -

550+ run (sth) down f# “FEReERKKEIER" ©
My watch has run down. RHIEABT -
He ran the car battery down due to carelessness. ft 7~/ ER
BENERFRERT -

O ...in reproaching us for the virtues that we have
never dreamed of possessing.
reproach sb for sth fi2 "AXEEREA" -
She reproached him for forgetting their anniversary. #t &
EiEmfINABLESRRET -
reproach sb with sth : 2 "AFLBEAMBEEEA" -

The victims in the accident reproached the government with
neglect. EHFHREEHEABNGRZ
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@ ...and the architecture and embellishments
superior to those of most country churches.

superior to fi# “E 8 EEFHHY - R - W
I think this book is superior to that one. #:2AiE A& L ARALT -
inferior to % "E E L {BE& AN + AR+ 10 :
His work is inferior to mine. i T {ELLF A -
@ ..keeps up a low perpetual murmur.

keep up IR REF - FEET - X0 ¢
She kept up her spirit by singing. #ISHRIRFHBEE S -
Keep up the good work! &7 T % |
keep up with sb /sth & "R £" - 40 :
I had to run to keep up with them. & 2 #1254 BR1§ b o
| can't keep up with these changes in fashion. FA27 F i o
fbe
keep up with sb thF “RIFEEABE WES - 0
| keep up with many of my old school friends. 825 % £t
MERREHE -

& Just over the grave, in a niche of the wall, is a
bust of Shakespeare...
AR FAREE just REE - ATFE/AE - Hafl T

Under no circumstances must you leave the house. 1} fn{a]
T RERERAEE T -

ERTATERNARDER - 9F2HE  EHE0HE

never, hardly, little, not only, rarely, scarcely % - 0 :
Never shall | forget this film. HkETT TEfEE -

only 5|8 RFBEE QO EE - 9F26% o



- To twinkle in their spheres till they return.@
What if her eyes were there, they in her head?©@
The brightness of her cheek would shame those

—stars,
As daylight doth a lamp; her eyes in heaven
Would through the airy region stream so bright
That birds would sing and think it were not night.
See, how she leans her cheek upon her hand!

-0, that I were a glove upon that hand,®
That I might touch that cheek!
: — William Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet

spheres n @i ; ¥R dothvdo WE= ABER  BERX
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n Westminster Abbey

When I am in a serious humor, I very often walk by
myself in Westminster Abbey, where the gloominess of
the place, and the use to which it is applied, with the
solemnity of the building, and the condition of the people
who lie in it, are apt to fill the mind with a kind of
melancholy,® or rather thoughtfulness, that is not
disagreeable.® I yesterday passed a whole afternoon in
the churchyard, the cloisters, and the church, amusing
myself with the tombstones and inscriptions that I met
with in those several regions of the dead. Most of them
recorded nothing else of the buried person, but that he
was born upon one day, and died upon another,® the
whole history of his life being comprehended in those
two circumstances that are common to all mankind. I
could not but look upon® these registers of existence,
whether of brass or marble, as a kind of satire upon the
departed persons; who had left no other memorial of

humor n & inscriptions n $83
gloominess n 2 comprehended v T# » AR
solemnity n 8 registers n g
melancholy n X8 departed adj EEH
disagreeable adj S ATRE memorial n £2

cloisters n B



