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Unit One

Company Profiles

Part A
I. Vocabulary Notes
direction — information or instructions about where to go
etc. 15B%
regards — kindly thought and wishes [B}{% ; &
profile — a side view, outline, or representation of an object,
esp. , a human face or head;a brief description of sth BY

¥; AR
golf course — ground for golf F/RFERY

the Alps — high mountains separating France and Italy F/R
BBk

Cambridge — a city in the southeast of England, where Cam-
bridge University, one of the world’s famous universi-

ties, is located #I#F

[I. Basic Structures
Shall I take your coat? iEBRFEBRHESIE,
Did you have any trouble finding the way? B&3Fkn5?
Your directions were very good. #R&EIFRIIBBEMBIFE,
How long did it take? B FFE T A7
-1 -



Yes please, I'd love some. F8, X —H ., RBEE L,

She sends her regards, by the way. @ —T, i mARE
¥,

It’s strange driving on the left-hand side of the road. #F¥%,%
WA AT HE

Let me show you round tomorrow. LR XHHREM—TF,

. Tapescript
Dialogue One

o

Paolo! It’s great to see you again. Do come in. Shall I
take your coat?

M: Thanks.

F: Have a seat. Did you have any trouble finding the way?
M: No. Your directions were very good.

F: How long did it take?

M: Only an hour.

F: Would you like some coffee?

M: Yes please, I'd love some.

F: And how is Stephania?

M: Oh, she’s fine. She sends her regards, by the way.
F: Milk?

M: No, black please.

F: Here you are.

M: Thanks.

(1) The two speakers are probably in the office.

(2) The two speakers are colleagues.

(3) It took Paolo an hour to reach his destination because he
- 2 L]



was a stranger there.
(4) Paolo prefers white coffee to black coffee.
(5) Stephania is probably Paclo’s wife.

Dialogue Two
It’s strange driving on the left-hand side of the road.
Yes. Is this your first visit to Cambridge?
Yes, it is. I'd love to see the university.
Then let me show you round tomorrow.

PR IE

Oh, would you? That’s very kind of you. Is there a
good golf course in Cambridge?

™

I think so, but I don’t play myself. Are you interested
in sport?

M: 1 like golf and I go skiing about once a month in winter.
F: Where do you go? In Italy?

M: Yes. A small place near Chatillon. It’s in the Alps.

V. Answer Key
1. )T (2)F 3T WOF (5T
2. (1) first
(2) strange
(3) on the left-hand
(4) show him round
(5) goes skiing
(6) in a small place

(7) the Alps

Part B
1. Vocabulary Notes
destination — a place to which sb or sth is going or is being

v 3 .



sent B HIHb

device — sth for special purpose 3 &

to install — to set up &

bureaucracy — the system of government EEI4 ; B

priority — sth that needs attention H &

route — way taken from one place to another B§2%

satellite — man-made object intended to move round the
earth, moon etc. for some purpose BE

subsidiary — a company that is controlled by another compa-
ny FAFLMRAR

turnover — a total sale of a company ¥ ; &M

multinational company — a company with operations in
many countries & EAF; BEAF]

holding or parent company — a company that is in control of
the property of its sub-companies and active in their
businesses T2 A} ; /A A

traffic congestion — road and street condition of being too
full or blocked up because of traffic 3ZiE %%

to throw out — to refuse to accept %%

ECU — European currency unit Ekyﬂlﬁﬁﬁ-ﬁi )
the Netherlands — a European country located in the west of
Europe fif X

. Basic Structures

About half our sales are to the consumer market and half are
to the professional and industrial markets. F&Z &= M4
—EHEHERT G, —FHETEHHMEL NG,
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For example, we are expanding our activities in China at the
moment, developing business ventures with the People’s
Republic. #i0, HRIRA A EATEY KBIHLF,
S ARMEAXRERELSF .

We carry over 30 million passengers a year and we fly to 41
destinations in 25 foreign countries. RA R BEZRHE 3
TE 75 AR, FHFFRE T @A 25 MEERH 41 MK

We also provide a domestic service that has 48 routes and
serves 20 cities. WA TR RMEE NM PN F,48 KL
A 20 T,

Safety is our number one priority. BERERAFRE—FE L,

. Tapescript
Passage One

We're a multinational company with a quarter of a mil-
lion employees and there are over a hundred and twenty sub-
sidiaries worldwide. The group has a turnover of thirty one
thousand six hundred and twenty six million ECUs and our
holding or parent company is located in the Netherlands.

About half our sales are to the consumer market and half
are to the professional and industrial markets. Altogether we
manufacture and sell over a million different electrical prod-
ucts.

The group is also working in joint ventures with other
partners. For example, we're expanding our activities in Chi-
na at the moment, developing business ventures with the
People’s Republic.



Passage Two

We carry over 30 million passengers a year and we fly to
41 destinations in 25 foreign countries. We also provide a do-
mestic service that has 48 routes and serves 20 cities.

Safety is our number one priority and at the moment we
are installing ‘FANS’ in our aircraft — that is Future Air-
craft Navigation Systems. These devices are improving com-
munications and reducing air traffic congestion by making use

of satellite links.

(1) What’s the passage mainly about?

(2) How many passengers does the company carry every
year?

(3) What is ‘FANS’ in our aircraft?

(4) According to the passage, what is most important to the
airline company?

(5) What is the improvement made by the devices?

Passage Three

We have a turnover of over sixty-two billion dollars and
there are two hundred and fifteen thousand employees world-
wide. We manufacture and sell advanced information process-
ing products and we're the market leader in micro electron-
-ics, data storage, communications and many other fields. It’s
the most exciting industry in the world and it’s changing
fast. And we're changing too. We're throwing out bureau-
cracy and developing a new company culture. We're intro-
ducing new systems that encourage speed, risk taking and
.6 -



personal leadership.

N. Answer Key
1.

Employees: 250,000
Subsidiaries: over 120
Turnover: 31,626,000,000 ECUs
Location of parent company: Netherlands
Number of products: over 1,000,000
Venture partner: China

2. ()b @c ((3)a (4)d (5 a
3. (1) over sixty-two billion dollars
(2) two hundred and fifteen thousand
(3) advanced information
(4) the market leader
(5) data storage
(6) many other fields
(7) it’s changing fast
(8) developing a new company culture
(9) new systems
(10) risk taking
(11) personal leadership

Part C
1. Vocabulary Notes
motorways — road designed and built especially for fast traf-
fic; express B/ BE

voltage — electrical force measured in volts H



wholesaling — selling goods in large quantities to shopkeepers

#x

channel tunnel — underwater passage joining two seas ¥FiER¥
H

fibre optic cables — a strong rope of insulated wires laid on
the sea bottom for carrying messages by sense of light £

gt g

power cables — a strong rope of insulated wires carrying mes-

sages by electricity 377 (8 /7)) a4

Portugal — a country in the southwest of Europe #&F
Singapore — one island of the Malay Archipelago, which
used to be a part of Malaysia and declared independence

in 1965 Frinik

. Basic Structures

BICC plc is a large multinational with about forty thousand
employees worldwide and a turnover of approximately
four billion pounds. BICC plc 2—FK K RIBEE /A H , 7E 1
AUEHARRNA A, HEBEN L2,

America Cables operates in the US and Canada and it’s the
market leader in medium voltage power cables. SE¥HHL 44
AR F FTEAEXEANMER, EPES AT H
BEf,

It is responsible for the manufacture and marketing of the
group’s cable products in the important Asia-Pacific re-
gion. BICC B A H] (E KX ) i 574 = AMA T K

. 8-



WX X —EETHHERAL TR &,

. Tapescript

BICC plc is a large multinational with about forty thou-
sand employees worldwide and a turnover of approximately
four billion pounds. The group’s main activities are construc-
tion and the manufacture of cables. I'd like to tell you about
the five different divisions in the group and I'll begin with
Balfour Beatty. Balfour Beatty is Britain’s leading construc-
tion company with a turnover of around £1,700m. The com-
pany is famous for its work constructing motorways, build-
ings and of course, the channel tunnel.

The next division is BICC Cables. We are the largest
manufacturer of fiber optic cables in Europe and we now own
the Italian company, Ceat Cavi, CelCat in Portugal, part of
CGC in Spain and KWO in Germany. BICC Cables is ex-
panding fast in Asia too and it has a turnover of £1,183m.

Now I'll turn to BICC’s overseas activities. There are
three overseas divisions, Australasia, North America Cables
and BICC Cables Asia Pacific. Australasia’s principal activi-
ties are cables, piping and wholesaling and it has a turnover
of £595m. North America Cables operates in the US and
Canada and it’s the market leader in medium voltage power
cables. And finally, BICC Cables Asia-Pacific. Based in Sin-
gapore, this division is growing fast. It is responsible for the
manufacture and marketing of the group’s cable products in
the important Asia-Pacific region. It's our newest division so
we haven’t got turnover figures yet.

.9 .



N. Answer Key
1. (1) A large multinational.
(2) Construction and manufacture of the cables.
(3) Five.
(4) Three.
(5) Not mentioned.

L. . L Turnover
Divisions Main Activities .
(sterling pounds)

motorways, buildings

1f B 1,7
Balfour Beatty (1) and channel tunnel around 1,700m
BICC Cables | fibre optic cables (2) 1,183m

bles, pipi
Australasia cables, pping (4) 595m

(3) and wholesaling

North
or. (5) medium voltage
America 476m

Cables power cables

BICC Cables

. . (6) cable products
Asia-Pacific
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