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The Art of Craft Design @
The Ingenuity of Fiber Artists

Abstract

iber is one of the oldest craft materials used by mankind. Various archeological documents indicate that human

beings already knew how to apply natural fibers such as vine, hemp, bark and animal fur to knit fishing net, tie

up things and keep body warm. Along with the advances of human wisdom and knowledge, more types of fiber
were applied. Furthermore, the technique of processing fiber was also continuously improved. Accordingly, people
gradually developed a sophisticated culture of clothing, ornaments, furniture accessories and color.

Fiber is a threadlike substance that is soft and flexible. It is the most fundamental element of spinning and weav-
ing material. Categorized by material characteristics, fiber can be divided into fiber-like material and fibrous material.
As the mainstream material, fibrous material includes natural fiber and chemical fiber. Natural fiber is the traditional
material which includes plant fiber and animal fiber. Plant fiber is a cellulose fiber whose principal constituent is carbo-
hydrate, while animal fiber is a protein fiber whose principal constituent is amino acid. Although these two fibers are
close in nature, they may display widely diverse appearances after artistic creation. '

Classified by application techniques, fiber craft can be grouped into knitting, weaving, dyeing, embroidering, knot-
ting, thread-reeling, spinning, sewing, button making, and others. In Taiwan, fiber craft is generally called 'the art of knit-
ting and weaving.! However, considering that different techniques have been mixed and applied alternately in creative
works and that modern craft is usually categorized by materials, we use 'fiber craft' to refer to the creations made by dif-
ferent fibers.

Taiwan is a multicultural country. Tracing the development of fiber craft in Taiwan, one will find that it referred the
result to Taiwan's indigenous people, Chinese, Japanese and Western influences. Among the craft arts of the indige-
nous people, knitting and embroidering are especially outstanding; beads accessories and knotting are also appealing.
As the mainstream of Taiwan's craft arts, original Chinese Style is especially apparent in knitting, weaving, dyeing,
embroidering, and knotting. With the changes of times, however, these craft arts have developed their own styles.

The colonization by neighboring Japan of Taiwan for 50 years have left far-reaching influences on the culture of
clothes of the country. Moreover, after World War 1l, many Taiwanese students went to Japan to study dyeing and
weaving, and there were also Japanese businesses coming to Taiwan, as counselors of the techniques of weaving and
embroidering of kimono making. These changes had contributed to promote fiber craft in Taiwan. As to the Western
influence, it was most intensely felt in fabric design and textile printing and dyeing. In addition, the fiber arts originated
from Europe and America have exerted gravitating influences on the artistic development of fiber craft of Taiwan in the
last two decades.

With the interactions and clash of diverse cultural trends, fiber craft in Taiwan has displayed a vigorous strength
after the transition through different ages. This strength is closely related to the people engaged in the craft industry.
This volume offers an introduction to eleven fiber artists who have impacted on the development of fiber craft in Taiwan,
including Lou Ching-wei (Don Lou), Chen Hsia-sheng, Chuang Shih-chi, Ma Fen-mei, Tsai Yu-shan, Liu Chien-shao (Liu
Tsui-erh), Huang Lan-yeh, Huang Wen-ying, Wang Yi-mei, Yuma Taru, and Yang Wei-lin. Most of them are concurrently
engaging themselves in the research, creation and teaching of fiber craft, devoting themselves wholeheartedly to fiber

art in Taiwan.
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