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— KRR -k - BERZZ 1989

When we speak of ships, others think of shipwrecks.
We, however, think of billowing white sails.

When we speak of eagles, others think of birds.
We, however, are talking about the span of their wings.
When we speak of black panthers,

others think of predatory animails.

We, however, think of the untamed danger

of architecture.

When we speak of breaching whales,

others think of mammails.

We, however, think of a thirty fon weight, flying.
We don’t find architecture in an encyclopedia.
Our architecture can be found there,

where thoughts move faster than hands to grasp it

—Wolf D. Prix 1989
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KRR - Ik - EEFZE 1989

We founded COOP HIMMELB(L)AU in May 1968. The year when architecture
exploded was 1968. All the power of imagination was on the streets of Paris and
we said, all the power of imagination to architecture.

It was time to forget the ancestral rules and to develop a timely architecture of
timely forms.

Therefore the new music, new philosophy and the new social theory were more
important to us —more important than the rules of architecture.

To us the theories of the enlightenment, self-determination and open society, were
and to this day remain crucial design paradigms. We thought and still think of
clouds as synonyms for our architecture and this is also how one should understand
our name:

COOP stands for cooperation, and HIMMELBLAU is not a color, HIMMELBLAU is the
idea to create architecture like clouds. Important for us however is not only the
architecture, but also all that surrounds architecture: music, philosophy, education,
sociology, social developments, technological advancement as well as findings of
modern research.

To analyse the design process, to deconstruct it, to give space to the unconscious
with the goal of generating open architectures composed of fluid spatial
seguences — sequences of experience — these processes are important for us now
as they were when the office was founded.

In today’s digital environment, it seems to us that the search for a timely form, thus
for an architecture which serves as an identification point is absolutely important
and necessary, Memorable and archetypical figures from which the people can
find their emotional bearings play a crucial role in the “mental map” of our cities.

—Wolf D. Prix 1989
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Biographies

Wolf D. Prix, born in Vienna in 1942, a co-
founder, Design Principal and CEO of COOP
HIMMELB(L)AU. He studied architecture at
the Vienna University of Technology, the
Architectural Association of London, and the
Southern California Institute of Architecture
in Los Angeles.

Teaching

Most formative among his many international
teaching positions was his tenure at the
University of Applied Arts Vienna: from 1993
to 2011 he was Professor for Architecture
(Studio Prix), and continues to serve as Dean
of the Institute of Architecture.

He taught as a visiting professor at the
Architectural Association in London in 1984
and at Harvard University in Cambridge,
Massachusetts in 1990. From 1985 to 1995,
Wolf D. Prix was active as Adjunct Professor
at the SCI-Arc in Los Angeles. In 1998 he was
a faculty member of Columbia University in
New York. In 1999, Wolf D. Prix was awarded
the Harvey S. Perloff Professorship at the
University of California Los Angeles (UCLA).
In 2001, he served as adjunct professor at
UCLA and became a Doctor Honoris Causa
de la Universidad de Palermo, Buenos Aires,
Argentina.

Awards

In 2002, Wolf D. Prix was made Officier de
|"'ordre des arts et des lettres and was also
awarded the gold medal for merits to the
federal state of Vienna. He received in 2004
the Annie Spink Award for Excellence in
Architectural Education for his commitment
to teaching and training and was awarded
with the Jencks Award: Visions Built prize
for his major contribution to the theory and
practice of architecture in 2008. A year later,
Federal President Dr. Heinz Fischer bestowed
the Austrian Decoration of Honor for Science
and Art on Wolf D. Prix for his outstanding
creative achievements. In 2011 he was the
first architect to be conferred with the ftitle
of an Honorary Citizen by the City of Busan,
South Korea.

Memberships

From 1995 to 1997, Wolf D. Prix was a
member of the architectural committee
in the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science,
Research, and the Arts.

He is a member of the Austrian Art Senate,
of the European Academy of Sciences and
Arts, as well as of the Advisory Committee
for Building Culture. Furthermore, Wolf D.
Prix belongs to the Architectural Association

COOP HIMMELB(L)AU'S
BOARD

B(DAU

Austria, the Association of German Architects
(BDA) in Germany, the Architectural
Association Santa Clara in Cuba, the Royal
Institute of British Architects (RIBA), the
American Institute of Architects (AlA), the
Chamber of Architects lle de France and
the Architectural Association Italy.

The work of Wolf D. Prix has been published
in numerous books and his architectural
designs have been featured in many
museums and collections worldwide. In 2006,
he was the commissioner for the Austrian
contribution for the 10th International
Exhibition of the Venice Biennale.

Harald Krieger, born 1956 in Graz, studied
law and business administration at the Karl-
Franzens-Universitdt Graz from where he
received his graduate degree in Laws in
1987. From 1987 to 2000 he worked in the
Austrian Inland Revenue Office and as tax
and company auditor for major companies
in Styria. In 2000 he moved into the private
sector as managing partner of a tax
consulting, auditing, and business consulting
firm.

In 2003, Harald Krieger was designated as
partner of COOP HIMMELB(L)AU Wolf D.
Prix / W. Dreibholz & Partner ZT GmbH. He
is authorized signatory of the architectural
office and managing director of COOP
HIMMELB(L)AU Europe GmbH, Frankfurt am
Main, Germany since 2006.

Karolin Schmidbaur, born in 1967 in Wurzburg,
Germany was raised and educated in
Munich. She studied Architecture at the
Technical University of Munich and received
her Diploma in 1992, Since 1992 she has
been practicing Architecture internationally
with COOP HIMMELB(L)AU in their offices in
Vienna, Austria, Guadalajara, México and
Los Angeles, Cdlifornia. Since 1993 she has
been based in Los Angeles, California. She is
a Licensed Architect in Germany since 1995.
In 1996 she was made a Partner of COOP
HIMMELB(L)AU.

Currently Karolin Schmidbaur is Design and
Managing Partner of COOP HIMMELB(L)
AU Vienna and also the Director of COOP
HIMMELB(L)AU's Los Angeles, California
office.

Completed projects at COOP HIMMELB(L)
AU under her lead include the Groningen
Museum East Pavilion, the Netherlands,
completed in 1994, and the Central Los
Angeles Area High School #9 for visual
and performing arts in downtown Los

Angeles, California, completed in 2008.
Among studies and competitions are
the JVC Urban Entertainment Center in
Guadalajara, México, a master plan for
an Urban Development downtown Los
Angeles, California, and mixed- use projects
all over the world. Another focus lies in
the formulation of new museum concepts
such as the Broad Art Museum in Lansing,
Michigan, and the Randers Art Museum in
Randers, Denmark.

Karolin Schmidbaur has taught design studio
at the University of Southern California (1997-
1998) and the Southern California Institute
of Architecture (SCI-Arc) from 1998 to 1999.
Since 2011 she is teaching at the University
of Applied Arts in Vienna. Since 2009 Karolin
Schmidbaur is co-responsible for the entire
design portfolio at COOP HIMMELB(L)AU.
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Biography

COOP HIMMELB(L)AU was founded by Wolf
D. Prix, Helmut Swiczinsky, and Michael Holzer
in Vienna, Austria, in 1968, and is active in
architecture, urban planning, design, and
art. In 1988, a second studio was opened in
Los Angeles, USA. Further project offices are
located in Frankfurt, Germany; Paris, France;
and Hongkong, China. COOP HIMMELB(L)AU
employs currently 150 team members from
nineteen nations.

Office Profile

The architectural studio COOP HIMMELB(L)
AU is directed by Wolf D. Prix, Harald Krieger,
Karolin Schmidbaur and Project Partners.
Those are Michael Beckert, Luzie Giencke,
Andrea Graser, Helmut Holleis, Markus
Pillhofer, Markus Prossnigg, Wolfgang Reicht,
Frank Stepper, and Michael Volk.

After Michael Holzer left the team in 1971,
and with the retirement of Helmut Swiczinsky
in 2001 from COOP HIMMELB(L)AU's daily
operations and in 2006 from the office, Wolf
D. Prix is leading the studio as Design Principal/
CEO. From 2000 until 2011, Wolfdieter Dreibholz
was part of COOP HIMMELB(L)AU as CEO and
Partner. In 2003 Harald Krieger was designated
Partner of COOP HIMMELB(L)AU and is
managing director of COOP HIMMELB(L)AU
Europe GmbH, Frankfurt/ M., Germany, since
2006. Karolin Schmidbaur was made Partner
of the office in 1996 and is currently Design
ond Managing Partner of COOP HIMMELB(L)
AU Vienna (since 2009) as well as the Director
of the office in Los Angeles, California (since
2003).

Projects (Selection)

COOP HIMMELB(L)AU's most well-known
projects include: the Rooftop Remodeling
FalkestraBe in Vienna (1988) ; the "master
plan” for the City of Melun-Sénart in France;
the Groninger Museum, East Pavilion in
Groningen (1994) in the Netherlands; the
design for the EXPO.02—Forum Arteplage
in Biel, Switzerland; the multifunctional UFA
Cinema Center in Dresden, Germany (1998);
the Academy of Fine Arts (2005) and the BMW
Welt (2007) in Munich, Germany; the Akron Art
Museum in Ohio, USA (2007); the Central Los
Angeles Area High School #9 of Visual and
Performing Arts in Los Angeles, USA (2008);
the Pavilion 21 MINI Opera Space in Munich,
Germany (2010); the Martin Luther Church
in Hainburg, Austria (2011); and the Busan
Cinema Center in Busan, South Korea (2012).

COOP HIMMELB(L)AU realized further key
projects in Vienna in the past years, including
the SEG Apartment Tower (1998), followed
by the SEG Apartment Block Remise (2000);

COOP HIMMELB(L)AU
BIOGRAPHY
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the Apartment Building Gasometer B
(2001); the Apartment and Office Building,
Schlachthausgasse (2005); and the Apartment
Building 'Liesing Brewery' (2011).

Among the recent projects that COOP
HIMMELB(L)AU is pursuing throughout the
world are the Musée des Confluences in
Lyon, France (2014); the Dalian International
Conference Center in China (2012); the
House of Music in Aalborg, Denmark (2012);
and the European Central Bank's new
headquarters in Frankfurt am Main, Germany
(2014). Additional projects in planning are
the Museum of Contemporary Art & Planning
Exhibition in Shenzhen, China (2013); the
Expansion of the Fair and Multifunctional Hall
in Riva del Garda, Italy (2014); the Central
Bank of Azerbaijan, Baku Azerbaijan (2014)
as well as The Open Parliament of Albania in
Tirana, Albania.

Honors and awards (Selection)

Over the course of the past four decades,
COOP HIMMELB(L)AU has received numerous
international awards. These include: the
Forderungspreis fur Baukunst, Berlin (1982), the
Award of the City of Vienna for Architecture
(1988), the Erich Scheling Architektur Preis (1992),
the Progressive Architecture/ P. A. Award (1989,
1990, and 1991), the GroRer Osterreichischer
Staatspreis (1999) as well as the European Steel
Design Award (2001). In 2005, for the design of
the Akron Art Museum, our office received the
American Architecture Award. Our office was
awarded for the 2007 International Architecture
Award for four projects. In 2008 COOP
HIMMELB(L)AU received the RIBA International
Award for the Akron Art Museum. In the same
year the RIBA European Award and the World
Architecture Festival Award: Production were
given for the project BMW Welt. In 2010, COOP
HIMMELB(L)AU won the MIPIM Architectural
Review Future Projects Award in the category
sustainability for their project Town Town
Erdberg. In 2011 the office received the
Wallpaper* Design Award 2011 (Category:
"Best Building Sites") for the project Dalian
International Conference Center, the Dedalo
Minosse International Prize for the project BMW
Welt as well as the Red dot award: product
design (Category: “Architecture”) for the
Central Los Angeles Area High School #9 of
Visual and Performing Arts.

Exhibitions (Selection)

Recognized as seminal for the architecture
of the future, the works of COOP HIMMELB(L)
AU have continually been the subject
of international exhibitions. Among the
largest and most widely known are the solo
retrospectives Construire le Ciel in 1992 at the
Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris, France,

and the exhibition entitled Deconstructivist
Architecture held in 1988 at the Museum of
Modern Art, New York, under the curatorship
of Philip Johnson and Mark Wigley.

Internationally renowned institutions such
as the Getty Foundation in Los Angeles,
the Austrian Museum of Applied Arts/
Contemporary Art (MAK) in Vienna, and the
Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris display
the works of COOP HIMMELB(L)AU as part of
their permanent exhibitions.

In 1996, COOP HIMMELB(L)AU was invited
to serve as the Austrian representative to
the 6th International Architecture Exhibition
of La Biennale di Veneziq, Italy. Since then,
our studio has been a regular participant,
presenting several projects such as the
Musee des Confluences and the Guangzhou
Opera House. The Musée des Confluences
in Lyon was additionally shown at the Latent
Utopias exhibition in Graz, Austria, from
October 2002 to March 2003.

COOP HIMMELB(L)AU has also been
presented on several occasions at the
Aedes East Gallery in Berlin, for example, at
well-known shows such as Skyline in 1985, The
Vienna Trilogy +One Cinema in 1998, and the
exhibition on the competition for the BMW
Event and Delivery Center in 2002. In the
same year, COOP HIMMELB(L)AU was also
present at the 8th International Architecture
Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia, Italy,
with the projects BMW Welt and a design
for the new World Trade Center. In 2007/08,
the exhibition COOP HIMMELB(L)AU. Beyond
the Blue was shown at the MAK in Vienna
and traveled in 2009 to the Wexner Center
for the Arts, Columbus, Ohio, USA. At the
11th International Architecture Exhibition
of La Biennale di Venezia, Italy, COOP
HIMMELB(L)AU has been presented with two
contributions: Astro Balloon 1969 Revisited
- Feedback Space at L' Arsenale and
Brain City Lab at Padiglione Italia. The two
installations were also shown in 2009, at
the COOP HIMMELB(L)AU: Future Revisited
exhibition at NTT InterCommunication Center
[ICC] in Tokyo, Japan. In 2011 the solo
exhibition “Architecture is the Media and
the Media is the Message” was shown at the
Design Center in Busan, South Korea.

COOP HIMMELB(L)AU has also designed
several exhibitions. Among their best known
works are Paradise Cage: Kiki Smith and
Coop Himmelb(l)au, shown in 1996 at the
Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles,
and in 2000 Rudi Gernreich: Fashion will
go out of fashion, for the Steirischer Herbst
festival in Graz, Austria, which also traveled
to Philadelphia, USA.
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In less than a year a protestant church together with a sanctuary, a church hall and supplementary
spaces was built in the centre of the Lower Austrian town Hainburg, at the site of a predecessor

church that doesn’t exist anymore since the 17th century.

© Markus Pillhofer
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Planning: COOP HIMMELB(L)AU, Wolf D. Prix/W. Dreibholz & Partner ZT GmbH
Design Principal/CEO: Wolf D. Prix

Project Architect: Martin Mostbock

Design Architect: Sophie-Charlotte Grell

Project Team: Steven Baites, Daniel Bolojan, Victoria Coaloa, Volker Kilian,
Martin Neumann, Martin Jelinek, Jorg Hugo

Client: Association "Freunde der Evangelischen Kirche in Hainburg/Donau’,
Austria

User: Evangelische Pfarrgemeinde A.B. Bruck a.d. Leitha-Hainburg/Donau,
Austria

Structural Engineering: Bolinger Gronmann Schneider ZT GmbH, Vienna, Austria
Construction Survey: Spirk & Partner ZT GmbH, Vienna, Austria

Main Works/Finishing: Markus Haderer Baubetrieb Ges.m.b.H, Hainburg/
Donau, Austria

Steel construction (Roof/Tower): OSTSEESTAAL GmbH, Stralsund, Germany
Steel construction (Fagade): Metallbau Eybel, Wolfsthal, Austria

Fibre cement Cladding: Eternit-Werke Ludwig Hatschek AG, Vocklabruck,
Austria; SFK GmbH, Kirchham, Austria

Altar: |ldee & Design, Stainz, Austria

Site Area: 420 m?

Sanctuary for 50 people, community space und ancillary rooms

Total Gross Floor Area: 289 m?

Height (Slab Building/Community Space): 3.5 m

Height Sanctuary: 6 m

Height Roof: 10 m

Length: 256 m

Width: 10-17 m

Height Bell Tower: 20 m

Start of Planning: 2008

Start of Construction: 08/2010

Opening: 04/2011
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