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Module One
Sociology

Lesson 1
Population
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I. Memory Exercise
L AOFBERAAREEREMEZ —
2. By 2050, No More Than 1.6 Billion People
I1. Exercise on Figures
1. Population Birth Rate and Mortality Rate of China
2. Population of the Top Ten Countries
III. Consecutive Interpreting
1. Why Control Population?
2. R ER A R
IV. Dialogue Interpreting Situation
China’s Population Issues
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I. Memory Exercise
Listen to the following passages, then retell in your own words in the same language the
information you have just heard at the end of each segment.
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2. By 2050, No More Than 1.6 Billion People

If the State Family Planning Commission has its way, China’s population will not exceed 1.6
billion before the middle of next century. According to the Minister in charge of the Commission,
Peng Peiyun, this will be achieved by reducing the number of children in each family from the
current average of 2.35 to two.

Peng told a press conference in Beijing yesterday that the present family planning policies,
under which each urban couple is encouraged to have only one child and rural couples no more than
two, will be maintained. //

She said extensive education and(pubhcny campafgnsyould ensure the message got through to
people W The flexibility of the family planning policy among the minority
nationalities would remain unchanged.

She said family planning services, such as contrageption, would be improved, and local
governments would be encouraged to develop w/el’@r‘wes such as cﬂé\a/g\qgggs{igns. /

f’/ dpp %Os j% said, 26 provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions had
romulg amil ng regulations. “China’s family planning programme has been highly
effectlve and more than 200 million births have been agerted in the past 20 years,” said the
Minister. [(L\{1\d_ | precend

Data from the recent census showed that the national average crude birth rate was reduced from
24.16 per thousand in the 1970s to 19.73 in the 1980s. The average annual natural growth rate fell
from 17.1 to 13.21 per thousand and the average expected number of children per woman from 4.01
to 1.35.//

Peng said China was entering a period of high fertility and that by 1995, 322 million women
would have reached the age of fertility and 122 million women would have entered the prime age of
fertility, which is between the ages of 23 and 49 years. This was a respective increase of 8.1 per cent
and 16.2 per cent over the 1985 —1990 period. //

Peng said China’s family planning programme had developed unevenly—between July 1, 1989
and June 30 this year, only eight provinces and municipalities, including Shanghai, Beijing and
Zhejiang, had growth rates lower than 1 per cent. But 10 provinces and éutgngmﬁi glons still had
growth rates of 1.7 per cent. And in some of the larger provinces where the populatlon is higher than
50 million, such as Anhui, Henan and Hubei, the growth rate was higher than 2.4 per cent. //

II. Exercise on Figures



1. Population Birth Rate and Mortality Rate of China
(1949 —1990)

Read out the numbers in the chart in English.

54167
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Jol 13’1‘\\'\ § | = =
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2. Population of the Top Ten Countries

Listen to the following passages and start interpreting at the end of each segment, paying

special attention to the figures.

1) The country with the largest population in the world is China. According to the 1990 census,
the total population, including Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao was 1,160,017,381. '

2) India is the country with the second largest population. Its population estimated in 1991
reached 844,000,000.//

3) Which country is the third largest in population? It’s Russia. Its 1990 census showed it had a
population of 248,000,000. '

4) The fourth in line is the U.S.A. with an estimated population of 241,400,000 in 1990.//

5)The next largest country in population is Indonesia. The estimated population was

180,000,000 in 1991.
6) Brazil ranks the sixth in its population. There the population was 146,000,000 in 1991.//

3



7) The seventh largest country in population is Japan. The estimated population was
124,040,000 in 1992.

8) The eighth? Pakistan, with a population of 113,780,000 in 1991. //

9) Next comes Bangladesh. According to statistics, its population was 108,000,000 in 1991.

10) And last, the tenth largest is Nigeria in Africa, with its estimated population of 88,514,501

in 1991.//

III. Consecutive Interpreting
Listen to the following passages and start interpreting at the end of each segment.

1. Why Control Population?

The reason why we have to limit population growth is because we’re running out of food and
we’re running out of resources. The people in Europe and America consume a far greater proportion
of the world’s resources and the world’s food than the people do in India. So population is directly
related to consumption of resources and has a great impact on the environment. //

The government of China and India have deliberately promoted low birth rates for over a
decade. India uses massive advertising campaigns and financial incentives to encourage couples to
have only two children—but such programs have had little measurable effect on birth rates. China,
on the other hand, has much greater control over its people, and has recently introduced laws to
restrict each family into having one child only. Women who become pregnant with their second
child are expected to have abortions and couples who already have more than one child are expected
to undergo steril/i)zation. /

Given the enormous size of the Chinese population, of over a billion people, the government
needs to enforce its new policy. The other side of this problem is that children have economic value
in less developed societies, particularly in rural areas where birth rates tend to be high. Children are
able to do farm work from a fairly early age, and it is likely that the Chinese government will have
the most difficulty impleérinenting the one-child policy on its rural population. //

2. PEPAORE

FEADFEE, FRGIRERWADIEE,

FEI2{ZAD, FMLEBIERKN. AR, BREFHLRE, fifﬁﬁﬂjfﬂTkﬁ‘
RGNS, BAEFE R RGO % MR AAT 5 0 Bk . //

FEARFT, EHCRHI A HIAR: KEOMEFOBOEERPORTIRER
HEMIZ, BTaL. JLE. ZAETHE. / XREZHTREEDNWER, R,
R TILAI600077 2 Z MM BIR T, s o E AR Z % 5 M 3CEH RAR K EE, BEIHR T E
REVEE. 2R, AOWEHEEREKRES. /

HRT, ESRER R AR Hi54%, BEEEA SRR S, Ta AR L
WG RAFRITIVMEIETT, FLTHRE—EANRB, NTHRIFRLEEEE. //



SEA O EYIHXHHE RS EEHER AR, FR5TCGKRB AR
U, fERAERILENBREEERAT. //

IV. Dialogue Interpreting Situation

China’s Population Issues

Participants: 1. A journalist from a developing country
2. A representative of the State Family Planning Commission of China
3. Interpreter

Location: State office of the Family Planning Commission of China

After greeting the representative of the State Family Planning Commission Mr B and the
interpreter, Mr A, the visiting journalist, says that he is glad that the representative has agreed to the
meeting. The representative says he is delighted to meet him and will be pleased to answer his
questions.

Mr A says he has heard about China’s remarkable achievements in implementing the family-
planning policy. He is very interested in the policy and he wants to know the birth, mortality and
natural population growth rates. Mr B says the birth rate in 1981 was 20.91 per thousand, the
mortality rate, 6.6 per thousand, and the natural population growth rate 14.55 per thousand.

Mr A asks about the sterilization operations. Mr B says sterilization operations are not
compulsory. Surgical operations for parents with only one child are not advocated. But married
couples who have already had two children are encouraged to undergo sterilization.

Mr A asks about the measures that China takes to encourage single-child families. Mr B says
the main method is publicity and education, and explains how the control of population growth will
help China achieve modernization and how family planning is linked with improvement of living
standards. Cities and provinces will provide incentive for single-child families. In some cities, the
single child enjoys free nursery care, free medical care and free primary school education. In some
areas, maternity leave is extended to half a year or even a whole year. In rural townships, provisions
are made according to local conditions and income distribution policy.

Mr A asks about the current situation of China’s population. Mr B says if we had maintained
the fertility level of 1970 throughout the 1970s and 1980s, the population of China’s mainland today
would be 1.3 billion, not 1.14 billion. Nafis Sadik, Executive Director of the United Nations
Population Fund said in an interview with Xinhua News Agency, “China should feel proud and
happy about its remarkable achievements over the past ten years in family planning and population
control.”

Mr A thanks Mr B for his time and information.



Lesson 2
Family
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I. Memory Exercise
1. Chinese Families of the 21st Century
2. The Importance of a Happy Family
I1. Exercise on Figures
Increase of the Number of Women Employees in China
I1I. Consecutive Interpreting
1. The Economic and Social Pattern of Britain
2. EBRFBEAE
IV. Discussion (or Debate)
1. It’s Better for a Child to Grow up in a Large Family with Many Brothers and Sisters.
2. Women are Right to Demand Equality with Men, Especially with Regard to Job Opportuni-

ties.
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I. Memory Exercise

Listen to the following passages, then retell in your own words in the same language the
information you have just heard at the end of each segment.

1. Chinese Families of the 21st Century

What will be the shape of Chinese families in the 21st century? It is believed that families in the
next century will look as follows:

Common interests will serve as the foundation of most families. While caring about material
well-being, people will attach more importance to their emotional health. Economic factors, espe-
cially financial concerns, that affect so many marriages now, will gradually lose their influence. //

The rise of a second generation of one-child families in China will create many families with a

“4-2-1” structure, that is, families made up of four grandparents, two parents and a single child.
These families will need particular attention, for the increasing number of “little emperors” and

“empresses” commanding a disproportionate amount of attention is likely to produce a generation
of people who are spoiled, selfish and unable to get along with their peers. Such a problem, if
ignored now, will have a huge impact on Chinese society in the future. //

Love will continue to be important in the maintenance of harmonious relations between family
members. Nevertheless, with divorce becoming more and more an option in contemporary Chinese
society, some will naturally abandon the “Darby and Joan” concept. In addition, prolonged life

6



