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| have lived 55 years of my life. 55 is
no longer young, but | have always
remained young at heart. | think that
is essential for every designer - or
anyone who enjoys life.

| have managed my own company
for 25 yéars. There have been many
changes and tough times, yet my
memories bring me a lot of pleasure.
| am very grateful to everyone who
provided their helping hands. | would
not have gone so far or achieved so
much without them. Their kindnesses
are treasured within my heart though |
may not be able to thank them one by
one in this book.

Time really does fly. The last time
we published a collection of my
work, we were celebrating the 10th
anniversary of my company. Now we
are approaching 15. This book revisits
my favourite projects from the past
five years. | sincerely hope that | can
continue to share my works with you
for many years to come.
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Foreword



Steve Leung the designer needs no introduction. He is one of greater China’'s most prolific and published names; his works include
architecture, interior design, as well as product design. His portfolio of interior projects showcases a timeless aesthetic that has
come to define contemporary interiors with a refined touch. He is a tireless advocate for good design, and believes that it must be
nurtured in students by giving them the opportunity to widen their sources of inspiration. He is an astute businessman, and has built
a studio to number more than 350 employees in five cities across China. And he is an entrepreneur, with his new established 1957 &
Co. brand encompassing successful restaurant ventures along with many other endeavours.

These things we know. What may elude us is the how. How did Steve become the person that he is today? The thing that strikes
most people about Steve Leung is his balance. He intuitively combines doing and thinking, constantly toggling back and forth
between taking decisive action and stepping back to analyse a situation carefully. He has always factored some play into his day,
and balances designing with completely switching off and doing something completely different. He juggles his days at the office
and on business trips with quality time at home with his family. And he balances working indoors with leisure time out on his boat or
entertaining on the terrace of his secluded seaside home in the south of Hong Kong Island. His work hard/play hard approach to life
is distilled into his company's motto: enjoy life/enjoy design.

For this 15th anniversary publication celebrating the founding of Steve Leung Designers, Steve is proud to share his most recent
projects along with some insights into his daily life, thoughts and plans for the future.

For Steve, the best is, as always, yet to come.

Rebecca Lo
Hong Kong, China, March 2012




Much of what makes us unique is comprised of a number of
different parts that make up a whole. Steve is no different, and
the things that are most important to him as a person influence
how he designs. By breaking down the facets that make up
Steve Leung, we begin to understand that he is a devoted
son, a committed husband, a loving father, a generous boss,
an avid sportsman, an enthusiastic traveller and a born leader,
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Though he will be the first to admit that he isn’t perfect, his
infectious enthusiasm inspires the people around him to be
better. And he loves to have fun. Many of the choices that he
has made over the years involve the simple enjoyment of life—
whether it is a spin in a new car, a walk through one of Hong
Kong'’s green country parks or the design of a chair to his exact
specifications.




Who is Steve Leung
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AsS a Son

Steve's ancestors hail from Panyu, although they settled in
Hong Kong many generations ago. He grew up in Kowloon City,
the son of a civil servant who had a clerical job with Hong Kong
Post. Although his parents struggled to make ends meet and
his mother chipped in by making plastic flowers and toys at
home, they would splurge occasionally by enjoying high tea in
an expensive hotel and other treats.

“My father is the eldest child of eight; he's the big brother.
He learned to be tough and independent from a young age
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during World War I, and that explains his strict and disciplined
personality. | remember my father also worked very hard and
he always had to work until very late. I'd sometimes wait up for
him. Life was pretty tough then.”

“I've been living with my parents ever since | moved to the
Hong Kong side, so that's been the past 20 years. We take care
of each other; we get along very well and we really treasure the
feeling of living together under the same roof.”
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The Eight at Grand Lisboa Hotel, Macau, China

s 49 g9
An award-winning Chinese restaurant in Macau's Grand Lisboa, The Eight's theatrical interiors is designed
to showcase an outstanding gastronomic adventure. Behind the reception counter is a backlit wall with P 2 e
an oversized "8" superimposed upon columns of stylised eights on the walls. Mirrored doors glide open ) :'/ .‘ i d)
to reveal a corridor featuring a waterfall over black granite walls for a tranquil, almost musical backdrop. gJ: ..
Virtual goldfish swim in the waterfall, cleverly darting around the various eights etched into the wall. ‘ i8¢
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