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A Brief Introduction

The goal of this book is to present ' the research on the
thought of science and philosophy of Dai Zhen, a great thinker of
China in Qing Dynasty. It aims to comment on his scholarship
and humanism philosophy from the modemn scientific view and to
suggest a picture of his whole life. Dai Zhen lived in the reign of
Emperors YongZheng and QianLong. He was a famous linguist,
astronomer, mathematician and philosopher. His achievements in
science research are a part of ancient and modern science. Since
he had both extensive knowledge and profound scholarship on
ancient natural science, he mastered the ancient native natural di-
alectics and scientific logic and philosophy. His philesophy is n-
ative materialism and native dialectics. Particularly we pay atten-
tion to his research in ancient Chinese language, which we call
hermeneutics. His natural materialism philosophy distinguished
itself from the objective idealism of the Song Dynasty and the sub-
jective idealism of the Ming Dynasty. The book contains eight
chapters covering the following:

Dai Zhen’s childhood and his early school life—This chapter
describes how he showed his rare gift as a child and offers an in-
troduction of his time.

His accomplishment in the academic research of Confucian
classics—This chapter mentions his one particular act: correctly
setting a high value on his teacher Jiang Yong.

His early thoughts and academic views and his abundant
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studies in the field of ancient Chinese language, the Chinese
characters, the ancient Chinese science and technology and the
ancient Chinese philology—The chapter contains an outline of his
life in Beijing.

His intensive study on “ The Seven Classics” ( Qi Jing { L
#) )—He wrote many essays on Confucian classics such as Yi
Jing ( Book of Change), Shang Shu ( Collection of Ancient
Texts) and Chun Qiu (The Spring and Autumn Annals).

The shift of his outlook on learning and thinking—Great in-
fluence was exerted on him by a specialist on the history of the
ancient Chinese culture named Hui Dong ( B#:) from the city of
Suzhou. At the time Dai Zhen developed his philosophy, “re-
search for practical application. ” He began to search for an ideol-
ogy, which could be applied to social life.

A review of his natural science along with his scientific phi-
losophy and logic—In this section the focus will be on his a-
chievements in astronomy, mathematics and scientific logic. At
the time when Western natural and social sciences began to enter
China, Dai Zhen made full use of the theory of Western learning
and incorporated it in a rational way with the traditional Chinese
science. He offered a timely summary of traditional Chinese sci-
ence.

His contribution to the local records—Dai Zhen compiled
and elucidated a series of views on local records. Here we bring
our attention to his learning in history and geography.

His humanistic hermeneutics is an extraordinary contribution
to the culture of the world beyond China—1It includes hermeneutic

thought, hermeneutics of Chinese written language, semantics,
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philosophical hermeneutics, transferred language ( zhuan yu ¥
&), etymology, ancient Chinese phonetics and dialectology.

His unique humanistic and ethic philosophy—This philoso-
phy is full of vitality and emotion. It includes natural energy,
life, benevolence, humanity, feeling, passion and desire, talent,
wisdom, knowledge, sensitivity, sincerity and adaptability of n-
ative materialism and dialectics. His masterpiece Hermeneutic of

Mencius finds an echo in the hearts of common working people.
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