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In spite of “endless talk of difference,” American society is an amazing machine for ho-
mogenizing people. There is “the democratizing uniformity of dress and discourse, and the
casualness and absence of consumption” launched by the 19th-century department stores
that offered “vast arrays of goods in an elegant atmosphere. Instead of intimate shops cate-
ring to a knowle&geable elite. ” these were stores “anyone could enter, regardless of class
or background. This turned shopping into a public and democratic act. ” The mass media,
advertising and sports are other forces for homogenization.

Immigrants are quickly fitting into this common culture, which may not be altogether
elevating but is hardly poisonous. Writing for the National Immigration Forum, Gregory
Rodriguez reports that today’s immigration is neither at unprecedented level nor resistant to
assimilation. In 1998 immigrants were 9. 8 percent of population; in 1900, 13. 6 percent . In
the 10 years prior to 1990, 3. 1 immigrants arrived for every 1,000 residents; in the 10
years prior to 1890, 9. 2 for every 1,000. Now, consider three indices of assimilation—lan-
guage, home ownership and intermarriage.

The 1990 Census revealed that “a majority of immigrants from each of the fifteen most
common countries of origin spoke English well’ or very well’ after ten years of residence. ”
The children of immigrants tend to be bilingual and proficient in English. “By the third
generation, the original language is lost in the majority of immigrant families. ” Hence the
description of America as a “graveyard” for languages. By 1996 foreign born immigrants
who had arrived before 1970 had a home ownership rate of 75. 6 percent, higher than the
69. 8 percent rate among native-born Americans.

Foreign-born Asians and Hispanics “have higher rates of intermarriage than do U. §
born whites and blacks. ” By the third generation, one third of Hispanic women are married
to non-Hispanics, and 41 percent of Asian American women are married to non-Asians.

Rodriguez note that children in remote villages around the world are fans of superstars
like Arnold Schwarzenegger and Garth Brooks, yet “some Americans fear that immigrant
living within the United States remain somehow immune to the nation’s assimilative power, ”

Are there divisive issues and pockets of seething anger in America? Indeed. It is big

L 1:*
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enough to have a bit of everything. But particularly when viewed against America’s turbulent

past, today’s social induces suggest a dark and deteriorating social environment. (2006 £E B

B

@ﬁﬂ:

homogenize [ ha'mod3zenaiz] . #1445 ;{8 ¥4 & ; & ¥k AR
(/5 XX $47] homogenize  F LR TH R, RHWFH R IF095H
average — I {8 FH BB EHHE.
[ X i7/4] heterogenize Z#{k ;I —1k
[ 1®$& A& ] homogenized milk ¥ & 443
[#14) Even bureaucrats can’t homogenize national cultures and tastes. HJ {3 B B #4
AEERXHXLMEFHR.
launch [lo:ntf, la:ntf] v. &8, 8K, FTK.BA,FH
(B X W) launch ZHEA BB EEMEISN AIMEERH K LEERER R
M start J T—REE,. T HFFBBIEMERS.
[RXiA/4] conclude 53, & 1k
[ R]) launch (out) into FIENE . B F T
launch out H i, Fe s &
[ 4]) Heavy fighting has been going on after the guerrillas had launched their offen-
sive. HU¥tdBAFF 15 DU — H T AR .
elegant ['eligont] adj. TR, SIEH . A _
[E X $¥47) elegant 3 EFEANITARBWH RS RZELIFHLSARBLN.
cultured HFH F W HRHK  FBFRH
[ & XiR/48)] inelegant R, KA, FHh A
[ K] an elegant woman EFEM T A
[ %43 ) Patricia looked beautiful and elegant as always. Mi4%:iE H 5 BB &k ER BN,
cater ['keite] v. HE(FE) . #E ., 2HhEY,
(B AT cater for IHRBFTIFHRIRTE, WIEFHEME DS, EXBEEWATA cater to,
satisfy — Bt FliE 16 W B BEWE B, )5 T — A 1] with,
(R X iA/4]) dissatisfy AR FERAWHE; & ARMR
(SR8 ALY cater for (the need of the customers) B H (FHEHFR)
[#43]) This is the restaurant catering only to the Muslims. X &% | 13 S B IHKEE.
unprecedented [ An'presidentid] adj. ZSBi &9, S TRTBIAY s T LAY
[E S $#7] unprecedented 8 LARTMAR R AT K .
unparalleled f§ Fp A HFERB A EM— X -, BB L UG W R KBTYBRE
B,
[ X ifA/4] general ¥l ), —AAY.
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[31R#EBLY an unprecedented success 25 B 1T
(%] 4] The early 90’s finds an unprecedented tide of rural workers flooding into big
cities in China. 90 £ HH, I E FAR AW EAR THPHRTEH T HE
BRI .
assimilation [ 9,s1m1'le1fan] n. Rl 1k, F4L1E A, b
3% 4 Y assimilate v. Bl , B4L , B T 1
[E X $47] assimilate R & absorb BB B HEH B RIEE TR T RIKE K-
absorb R H R W H K EHFR . RFEHBEAARERE.
[E 3 i7A/4]) dissimilate () 38R [F
[ 1] America has assimilated many outstanding people from all corners of the
world. EERKTIHFEZXRAHASHEFTHA.
immune [i'mjuin] adj. A6, B EH
(R X B#] immune — 48 2 Fofp F BB PR R RS, L rl 5| 8 I FH A7 i .
resistant 38 H HKPLRE T 14 .
(R XiR/4) infect £ 5, R
[ &) immune against/from/to Xf«----- F ¥
[# 4] The criminal was told he would be immune from punishment if he helped the
police. B0 8 & Rk, tn R th BY % J7 , 9L 7T LA G 32481 .
seethe [(si:d] . Wil , B , B3 B . KR EE
[E X P#T] seethe ER R ERMWN R EHEHEREERKBRIARRE K ERRTH
N, RATKEYRG R BEME.
load 3,33 B, B 5 of A, RAR KB,
[RXiA/A) drain Hf ), Ji 3 F T, BT
[SI1B R ]) seethe with anger K KX FE
[#49]) She took it calmly at first but under the surface was seething. b 2= & 1B ¥ 7
M3 T EEER b B REHENE.
turbulent [ ‘ta:bjulant] ad;j. SF BB & ; Y, IER K. B/ T B
(R X ¥47]) turbulent AKX ESPAB KRB RTERBERSIN T B . EEH
HiFye, 342k E s RELHRE.
blustering X KYERY, EEH
riotous BB, W R 8, 2H HTBHA.
[EXiA/4E]) calm FH A HBFH L, TIER
[ E K] a turbulent flow I %
[#43]) The turbulent world of Middle Eastern politics defies prediction. Jo 3 Hi ¥ th %<
WX MG RE.
deteriorate [ di'tisriareit] v. # &L ;
L& X % #7] deteriorate i by LART I 15 00 SE IR , 0 7T 48 IOOR XUA& 66 G B AR 37 .
worsen 35 P82 15 B I MEFR AT 8232 .
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[ & X id/4]) ameliorate/improve 2 3 , i it
[#11)]) There are fears that the situation might deteriorate into full—scale war. 24X

FRHSSEEAETENLTRS.

PE 4 «

REAMAEXEEEEZRFR . AR LHFLI A FHINB, ETREANTEHEAR.
I HLBTHART“XEAREINGA—MREFEE REPLER"HED . L£XANFHH
“RERRAREGAATHRI A, FEZRAATRLSLHEBFTHAIA LR R X
BEAETTA . FFTHOARTUAS S, BHESRAXALHRINHFATKAER. T &
FhFEHI AL RL"G AT,

BRTABRBIERLINZIABEB LA, AL ELEARREZLGLEBLRRAEE
8. A BESKLESHN,Gregory Rodriguez A A A E B REE AT WHAKELR
LR RL, 1998 FH R & EA T 9.8%;1900 F & 13. 6%, 1990 £ Z ¥ 4 10 5 ] &
1000 A A 3.1 A#F# K, ;1890 2 3769 10 £ & 1000 AP H 9.2 A##H K, AL, A
BEAFEHRAL BT ZEENAERFEE,

1990 A E B REF S ABRFLARRNBR TR SHKALZEAE 10 £ GAEHRTF R
RIFHEE "BROBT —BREAREHALEEFTAAHNY, ‘FE=RBR,. K&
REEVPEERLGHKES AL, L EARMEAFE THBLE”, 5 1996 4,1970 537 8§ 5}
ABRECEBHMAT 5.6 %N ERMAR. HTFELAL KN LEBA NI TEARARER
R4 69.8%,

EHABETFHOBRGBE R AN ERARALGAZNGAMELEH."HF
ZRBR EZPZI—HNERTFH AR BRATHEH AN EHEABR RS HE
%,

Rodriguez A A # R LR $ £ 3 K &) 3 F £ 14 Arnold Schwarzenegger # Garth
Brooks X s B M Bty fe kit K &, o — R X BAHROCALELANBRS TFAXAREY
Atese =t TRAEMEN.”

LAAPAPMARED? SR, BEABPENTARE W, 2ALR S RNAS
tRHFHTE ARG FERTHE AN LRI LKR,
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Many things make people think artists are weird and the weirdest may be this. artists’
only job is to explore emotions, and yet they choose to focus on the ones that feel bad.

This wasn’t always so. The earliest forms of art, like painting and music, are those
best stands for expressing joy. But somewhere from the 19th century, more artists began
seeing happiness as insipid, phony or, worst of all, boring as we went from Wordsworth’s
daffodils, to Baudelaires flowers of evil.

"You could argue that art became more skeptical of happiness because modern times
have seen so such misery. But it’s not as if earlier times didn’t know perpetual war, disas-
ter and the massacre of innocents. The reason, in fact, may be just the opposite: there is
too much damn happiness in the world today.

After all, what is the one modern form of expression almost completely dedicated to
depicting happiness? Advertising. The rise of anti-happy art almost exactly tracks the e-
mergence of mass media, and with it, a commercial culture in which happiness is not just
an ideal but an ideology.

People in earlier eras were surrounded by reminders of misery. They worked until ex-
hausted, lived with few protections and died young. In the West, before mass communica-
tion and literacy, the most powerful mass medium was the church, which reminded wor-
shippers that their souls were in peril and that they would someday be meat for worms.
Given all this, they did not exactly need their art to be a bummer too.

Today the messages your average Westerner is hombarded with are not religious but
commercial, and forever happy. Fast-food eaters, news anchors, text messengers, all
smiling, smiling. Qur magazines feature beaming celebrities and happy families in perfect
homes. And since these messages have an agenda—to lure us to open our wallets to make
the very idea of happiness seem unreliable. “Celebrate!” commanded the ads for the arthri-
tis drug Celebrex, before we found out it could increase the risk of heart attacks.

What we forget—what our economy depends on is forgetting—is that happiness is
more than pleasure without pain. The things that bring the greatest joy carry the greatest
potential for loss and disappointment. Today, surrounded by promises of easy happiness,
we need someone to tell us as religion once did, Memento mori; remember that you will
die, that everything ends, and that happiness comes not in denying this but in living with

it. It’s a message even more bitter than a clove cigarette, yet, somehow, a breath of fresh

air. (2006 sEE )
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weird [wiad] adj. B R A, B HRK, WEH, Rl B UK, BEERZ S
(R XM weird EEEXFIE, ERaER . %R T strange Ml bizarre,
bizarre X HILiE B E AN AR EFTAER.
strange — BB, . THF&EMHE.
(& XiA/4] plain FH K, LEE . FAEH
[3]11R#E® ] weird clothes F 2R R
the Weird Sisters iz =& #
[#147]) Drugs can make you do all kinds of weird things. 3 4 °] I {EREB £ 4 Az
R EF.
phony ['founi] adj. BEH;n. BREH
[EX#¥4]) phony FFERHE, —MATOELYD, BHAIRE FTULEEHERFRE XK
fii(a) . fake/false SEHIBEA] AT HHEF . MATHTOIE.
(& %@ /48] genuine ELILHY, K,
[S1tR#ER] a phony war EKBE KNS
a phony writer 25 k{ER
[# 4] He'd telephoned with some phony excuse she didn’t believe for a minute, f8$T
BLIERS TRBEERE D ERBRARNHEE.
massacre [ 'masoka] n. /v. B, KB R
[E X M #7] massacre 3§ KR/ AR 5 slaughter 3T 81, {H B 3% 7 ¥ 3% ¥ X4 T B # 68
HMMTETLERAFTRELEX.
slaughter FE{ A BRMRTEAD Y, TR X,
carnage SR LR, KEBR.
(R Xi7/4] rescue EH . B
[11R#ER]) a wholesale massacre of jobs X#LTTHRER 5
[%149) They cruelly massacred all the people in the village. {1 BE B R T H BB
A,
perpetual [ pa'petjusl] adj. KA B, REiH s KL/
(& S $47]) perpetual 3BHE RERE B K AN A SHEN , #24F permanent, E
¥ RE R e. g. perpetual chatter I 5ZH T BIBW]
incessant 84 R “IFERUH " e. g. the incessant rain 41 % 4
constant {EIHA M — A EN FEMEERRE R L.
[ & X7 /48] temporary 8 B #9 , I B f , I B 4
[3) iR A ]) a perpetual lease 7k A FH# AL
a perpetual calendar J74E
[# %] He and his wife would be compelled to live perpetually as second—class citi-

zens. AL KEFHBBEKERI_FAK.
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depict [di'pikt] v. #R .5 ; @, 2@
(R X H7] depict 5B A X Z F ST HBRRZE . FlEL L BEREE.
describe —AIE . KA HE . iL RN A .
portray — 38 0 Ay M 4, o8 & m R HE ,
[ SR K ]) depict the horrors of war f# iR i 4 i i
[#141] Children’s books often depict farmyard animals as gentle, lovable creatures. JL,
B E IBR 5031 Y %) i 5 AT BRI
peril ['peril] n. /v. K. BRY; §KR
(A X 947 ] peril EXHIE, B danger 3%, I BIEEEHH K .
hazard 8 “BLJEW . R EER WER”, FA“BEEHER.
[R X iR/A] safety &4, .RE . 2T F '
[SIRFEAL] 2t the peril of § - B fE B
at sb. 's peril f3E A B # R KE
[#4]) All is not lost that’s in peril. [ |G AETEE.
bummer ['bama] n. 3535 ; L, iF R, B #
[F X %47) bummer FEXAE, —MATHESF . BTELRRAE . RF-SARMRL
KRR, X WIHBEBN AREFRERABEHRIEHN
NS TFAFHEA .
[#14]) I had a bummer of a day. BN —X.
bombard ['bomba:d] v. JBE i Fiv
[E X #47) bombard ZE X R EM, EEZNBEE AR RERN, BRAFRUH

i .
torpedo Flfa B # B, 3K .
bomb — & FHi& , 3§ ] - -+ BEH REB2RM.

[S{HIE R )Y to bombard with questions 7% Bk 4 [l b J& n)
[#14)]) The spokesman was bombarded with questions on the press conference. # M &
HELMERFEAMB T EKRBBH KR,
agenda [o'dzenda] n. 2
[ S| H7) agenda R4 B IR 0] B, W) 75 ok 3 7 5 By 6] JE 4% 2 22 & (o] B — A R K
MEEW ETEITEHNEY.
(>R #&& ] place /put sth. on the agenda {ER | H R LXK
[#5141]) There are signs that the Danish presidency will attempt to put environmental
issues high on its agenda. BB EHZENFIZBH LR FRIBRE LNE.
lure [ljua] v. 2E, B
[E X P H7] lure 5 B3R R ML B 5 A AT R B 4%, B 5 away, B into .
entice [A] lure B XML .HEREABHE X,
seduce MR PH AR, THFFIHER.
[S)RIEEY bring sb. .. to his [the] lure 5[ F A b4
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(%] @) Many young Japanese engineers have been lured to the Middle East by the
promise of high wages. S FRFHAEHNSIFET  FSFERMELTRIME
THRK.

PE & x

BBFHRAEAMAALRERERG, REFHL. LARHBE— AR REH, &
BB RE GG FHREARNG LM,

FHARALAZH, PARFHOBA L ahd FARESARENY, 22387
IR, ESHEREARETBARALHEG, BAN, RMENL, SARTY, KR
MK EMECRMEIE BB ERA(BZBY—HE,

RTHREALAZHAAERRRERBARAARALAAA RS LR, 2 L8 A
FRAFREBRS KA BFIAERARRALEY., FELLHFRBEHBA S RGERE
X5¥#7T.

REARAABXPHLRATLR AN THREATHRR? 4., REBLAB XN 2R
EFARAFEHGIAFRTER MESALAT - FH LI, TREERNE-FHEAR
A —#EL,

FHMEAMKERGRFHOR, RN IHABRANR ASEHEREE, A ARWIR
P EABFERAABRPRFZIN, BRAG AR LHS KSR & HF 5010
HEAREABELR, A—RSRAXTHRY . ATRE ANELLRLEAHE RK
RGBH,

AR AEBBEFARBEHELERAALTERAAT LA RA SRR, RER
EHATEIBAFRGEAEEIRI L —RBRE, ANV ATRBRYEAFL L FH
HERAEARS, BAREBBEA—ANB I FRMNTFREFERIARALS LY
Beik A RABIE, —FHiET £ % K095 Celebrex 89 S A RMNEAFEARE THRERFH
R S 8 5 R 84 B R SR ALCALHE 4R

AMBRT —&NMHOEFREVARE — FRRURALAAYRE, FREAF
GEHERALEEBENEERLL, SR, REAREHRHAGFAMOE, ANEZAA
BELEBUEAHELFANMAHEIE. LKL R L, FANAERLSLER, THAA
AENX—-MERRREEPT AR R, BRA—ARTHER AE—uHETLEARL
B2 E,
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The answer to a scientific “who-done-it?” has revealed a chilling fact: We used to be
bird food. Scientists announced on Thursday they had definitive proof that the “Taung
child”, a 2-million year old apeman skull famed as one of the most dramatic human evolu-
tionary finds, was killed and eaten by an eagle.

“Birds used to eat us and in doing so they shaped our behaviour,” said Dr Lee Berger,
a palaeoanthropologist at Johannesburg’s University of the Witwatersrand. “Birds of prey
are one of the few things that some modern primates have special calls or alarms for,” he
told Reuters. Berger said the child had probably been scooped up by an eagle and taken to
its nest, where its eyes were ripped out for dinner. The child’s skull eventually fell out of
the nest, only to be found almost 2 million years later.

Placing us on the eagle’s menu may also explain other aspects of human evolution,
from walking upright, which could present a smaller target to an aerial attacker, to our
tendency to live in groups. “These birds would have been after the most vulnerable mem-
bers of the group,” Berger said, a scenario which may have triggered collective measures of
protection.

This murder most foul occurred 2 million years ago but the culprit, an African
crowned eagle — also known as the crowned hawk-eagle — still circles the skies and large
eagles still prey on small primates in Africa. Unearthed in South Africa in 1924, the Taung
child shook the scientific world when Raymond Dart suggested in 1925 that it was a higher
form of primate which he dubbed Australopithecus Africans, or “man—ape of southern Af-
rica, ”

Few in the scientific establishment were willing to accept then what has since become
conventional wisdom: that humanity evolved in Africa. For decades it was believed that the
famous Taung child had been slain by a leopard or a sabre-toothed cat.

But 10 years ago Berger and a colleague suggested that the child, who was about 3 or
4 years old when it died, was killed by a large bird of prey. This remained an educated
guess until researchers at Ohio State University submitted a paper on primate remains from
African crowned eagle kills which Berger was asked to review.

The scientists found several key features of bone damage which distinguished birds of
prey kills from those of big cats. “These critical clues were puncture marks in the base of
the eye sockets of primates, made when the eagles ripped the eyes out of the dead monkeys
with their sharp talons and beaks. It was a marker that othe's hadn’t noted before, that

linked eagles definitively to the kill,” Berger said.
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Intrigued, Berger re-examined the Taung child skull, which is perhaps the most ana-
lysed hominid fossil in the world. “I almost dropped down when I looked into the eyes of
the skull as I saw the marks. .. they were perfect examples of eagle damage. Thousands of
scientists, including myself, had overlooked this critical damage,” Berger said. “It just
shows that you can never stop looking. Just because something has been studied for years

'doesn’t mean that it can’t still tell us new things,” Berger said.

@w’ixﬂ:

chilling ['tfilin] adj. & AZMEM, 5B ERITEM
(R ] chill v. /n H¥%, B8 B8 ER,ER
[F X $47] chilling fF A BB, A FEMH, 5 frightening & CHIF . 54 chill 1y
KEEF L HMAEE BTUL chill HHEFXHET L.
[& X ia/48] heating EFHHY, R HAK
(SRR cast a chill over TN, WK fifieee oo F L
a chill in the air &
(%141 There was a chill in the air when I got out the house this morning. & X8 3
M ASEILEA,
scoop [sku:p] v. ##.38, B
(R X #1] scoop —MIEB AR EF BB ALAR/RTHE.
dig —BIBERLZE—MH . EEFLLSE RN T DAEERR.
excavate X H O ERURIEY . ,
(R XiR/E]) bury H3E, #HH , B
[ 1%#E/ ] to scoop out a hole #:fi
scoop in Bi£k
[ 1] She scooped flour out of the bag. fili M 1145 B &5 H! i 4%
rip [rip] v #%, %, 8, 48, 37 . $h & .
[(BAXHF) rip BAFHTH. G, BHMEAL, Y T tear, tear ¥ 518 up
EHR.
(R XiR/4E) stitch 4, 2% &
[IRER] let rip ik 2 /T
rip off BE1E e. g. They ripped us off at that hotel. AR E M AT Bk T RATFTHL.
[#14) When Paul was climbing over the fence, he ripped his trousers on a nail. 24{¢
5 G R ET , BT B — AT FRIBE T .
scenario [ si'na:riau] ». BIA, Bl LB s BR AR A G S B —frEE T
KB BT scenario FREEME — AW HETH RERE Y, scene R E — 3, HE—
Bl BE—Y.
[S)1R¥EE] a scenario writer By R I 14<{E ¥
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Unit One Passage Three <y

[#141]) In the worst—case scenario, you could become a homeless person. ZE B3 i 1%
FHIRATREE R ERTHMA .
trigger [ 'triga] v. 5| X, 51, % ; BAD KL
(E X MAT] trigger RIS, FrUL R FI R EHE , Y TF cause,
(R X iR/48]) quench 8K, F 8
[SIR#EB] easy on the trigger[ X 15 BH, 2 M, 55 a1 H
pull the trigger §t i ; {# & Zhi2 K
(%41 The odour of food may be a trigger for man’s appetite. XY K FREESIEAR
g,
foul (faul] v. FUE, §iF , IS JLH adj. B AN M, RIE M3 5 E, TBEA, BUBER
[RX ] foul AXPHIR T KARWEERNNGTH. BHIEHRBEBEY AT E
R ety Bl EE - R A Ao
filthy 8184 AEZ I,
dirty &% FW . IZ B A" “FHRH”.
[ XiR/4A) fair AF 8, AEH
(SR R]) call a foul HHLEHM
be foul with £5+-«--: FE
[# 9] Smith ran into Jones and fouled him. SE b B HHT S LI TH .
culprit ['kalprit] n. B A BIE ;B ELEE
[E X W] culprit IR FIE LA RIR, ISR FBE RRIE, REL.
prisoner ¥ Flif . {8 BE T RHEA.
[& X iRA/4]) innocent TRM,FHK.
[JiM#ER] main culprit FIL, BBHRE A
[# 4] All the men were being deported even though the real culprits in the fight have
not been identified. FF A ABRBE T  BH I BPHNETFRBALEERE .
puncture [ 'panktfa] v. 5 ; M Ak
(G X P47 puncture 35 8 I8 59 25 R , — A6 25 16 BRI B = A\ B2 ik 2% 1o 4 2 656 0 Rl 2
foiH .
penetrate I FEB B . H A EHRAE . EIHRBABR T L.
perforate 3T ; ZFfL .
[S)1R#E B ] tyre puncture A&
[#14q]) He is in hospital, suffering from a punctured lung. fb B 3 FFLMEBEIRIT .
socket ['sokit] n. B, R,
(R X ¥ #7] socket —f1EF F— A LI SRR .
hollow $&“H R N VIR AL , H IR “ HHb” J“W X7,
cavity AR WM E TARE B BREYARRE LAFE.
(& Xi7/4] bulge M1 HHFB5
[31RER) the eye-socket BB &




