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Editors Note

Editor's Note

By Guo Shuyong Xu Cunchen

For many things, it is hard in the beginning, harder in the
extension, and hardest in the persistence. As a book series com-
mitted to promote strategic debates and enlightenment, Strategy
Studies spends a lot of thoughts on the theme of its third issue,
after the passion with its first issue and the reason with its second
issue. For a dream that aspires to the great rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation, China has to figure out what kind of contempora-
ry grand issues on earth deserves its attention in the context of
peaceful and scientific development.

Now we are entering the second decade of the twenty-first
century, which is an important era for the major powers to en-
gage in strategic reflection and adjustment. Economically, the
Western world is trying to overcome its continuous economic cri-
sis through both old and fresh means, such as financial integra-
tion and intervention in the civil wars of different regions. Politi-
cally, the Western countries are reconsidering to modulate their
political systems after experiencing such social movements as the

London Riots and Occupation of Wall Street and undergoing a
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democratic crisis in the context of the debt crisis. Militarily, Eu-
rope is still making great efforts on its military integration and de-
fense coordination, as well as on guarding against Russia’s mili-
tary power; Japan continues to improve the level of its military
modernization beyond our awareness; while the United States is
shifting more of its attention away from Europe to the Asia-Pacif-
ic region, whose peace and deyelopment will assume a more
prominent place in American global strategy, and tries to weaken
the international influence of the East Asia identity or emerging
power identity with a Asia-Pacific one.

Facing the changes in the West, China is also trying to seize
the strategic opportunities with a view to meeting changes by a-
dapting to changes. On the political front, China has proposed in
a timely manner to maintain and improve the Socialist System
with Chinese Characteristics and continue to promote reform of
its political systems in order to better adapt to the changes in the
global economy and the international community, as well as the
demands of its domestic socialist market economy that is closely
linked to the global economy and the international community. On
the economic front, China takes transforming its model of eco-
nomic development as a long-term strategic task and is bringing
forth the new through the old in such areas as overcoming institu-
tional bottlenecks, developing private capital, readjusting eco-
nomic structure, promoting financial reform, and creating a
credit system. On the strategic front, China should take dealing
with the US’ “return to the Asia-Pacific region” as a top priority

for its short-term strategic adjustment and investigate into the
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symbolism, operability and periodicity of the US’ return, so as
to avoid any form of a Cold War that involves the world’s two lar-
gest economies, two political entities with the most confronta-
tional ideologies, and the world’s largest developed and develo-
ping countries. This is not only a major issue in their bilateral re-
lations, but also an important one of contemporary international
politics; and, this kind of strategic response is not only a mili-
tary one, but also a comprehensive one combining political and e-
conomic means. In short, China needs a strategic outlook with in-
ternal and external linkage.

The Chinese government attaches great importance to this
kind of strategic response. The 17th National Congress of the
CPC states clearly that China should pay attention to coordinate
the domestic and international situations, which has yielded sig-
nificant results in recent years. For instance, China has officially
formed a Socialist Legal System with Chinese Characteristics and
has successfully demonstrated its soft power in the international
community; it has focused on transforming its model of economic
development and has actively participated in the Copenhagen Cli-
mate Conference; it has successfully prepared and hosted the
Shanghai World Expo, with the “Expo diplomacy” achieving a
big success. All these are landmark strategic actions of an increas-
ingly sophisticated big power in its internal and external affairs at
the open times. This kind of administration outlook, governance
outlook and international outlook of coordinating internal and ex-
ternal situations should develop further and deeper so as to pro-

duce more substantial results, because the future of China is be-
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coming more closely linked with the fate of the world, while the
future of China’s international strategy is becoming more closely
linked with the prospect of its political reform and economic de-
velopment.

In the columns of this Issue, we invite renowned experts to
discuss and debate the above-mentioned issues, situations and i-
deas. In the Foreword, we continue to invite venerable Yu Guan-
gyuan to discuss the issue of emancipating the mind, with a view
to offering a macro-context for all articles in this Issue. The Spe-
cials is a piece of political essay on corruption by Zhou Luogeng,
a scholar from Shanghai. The CPC accumulated a series of effec-
tive practices on anti-corruption during the Revolution Period,
but it has become a thorny task to curb and find a cure to corrup-
tion in the open times with the CPC’s being in power and engag-
ing in socialist construction. The author proposes that China has
to eradicate corruption in line with the ideas of democracy and the
rule of law, which is not only a political common sense but an ur-
gent practical requirement, and that constraining the public pow-
er in accordance with the law is inevitably a fundamental way to
fight against corruption.

The International Strategies section focuses on the US’ re-
turn to the Asia-Pacific region, now a pressing and non-negli-
gible issue and publishes the research findings of China Founda-
tion for International Studies (CFIS), whose initial conclusions
on the US’ return are right and appropriate and deserve readers’
attention. In the meanwhile, we also invite Major General Qiao

Liang, professor Shen Dingli, Colonel Song Dexing, senior re-
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search fellow Cheng Yawen and Wang Dong to join the de-
bate. They express their original views, whether optimistic or
hardship, tough or mild, on issues like the significance and diffi-
culties of the strategic adjustment, and the way on how to con-
struct a favorable international security environment, and so on.

A distinctive feature of this Issue is that under the Soft
Power Strategy column, we invite on the occasion of the “twen-
tieth anniversary of the collapse of the Soviet Union” a group of
experts on Soviet Studies from Beijing and Shanghai, including
Xu Kui, Lu Nanquan, Zhou Shangwen, Jin Yan, Ye Shuzong,
Ni Jiamin, and Hao Yuqing, to have a historical investigation in-
to the background, reasons, conditions, and consequences of
the collapse of the USSR and analyze the Communist Party build-
ing, cultural construction, totalitarian regime, reform, and rise
and fall of the Soviet Union, thus providing a summary of the
lessons on how a superpower was defeated in the international
soft power contest and in the plight of domestic and foreign af-
fairs.

The Condending Ideas in this Issue introduces several essays
with a characteristic of cultural reflection and theoretical explora-
tion. One is a reflection on the national character of the Chinese
people, in which Air Marshal Liu Yazhou concludes from his
study of the history of the Ming dynasty that “culture is a kind of
capability” . It will make the readers sigh with much emotion,
demonstrating that cultural renewal and reconstruction poses a
never-ending obligation and unremitting mission for strategists,

politicians, thinkers, and educators, in the context of the Chi-
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nese government’s call for carrying out reforms of its cultural sys-
tems. The research on Marxism from the perspective of social sci-
ences by Mr. Chen Qimao, Mr. He Fang and Mr. Li Zhiwei is a
further discussion on the theme of “what is socialism and how to
build socialism” first expounded by Deng Xiaoping. Their funda-
mental proposition is to clarify matters and get to the bottom of
things from a viewpoint of practical materialism, and to oppose
the “leftist” ideology within the theoretical circle, so as to pro-
vide historical and theoretical references for the scientific develop-
ment of socialism in China. Senior Colonel Yang Qingchun re-e-
laborates in his paper on the significance of emancipating the mind
from the perspectives of the Chinese history, international mili-
tary power, strategic transformation, and political reform, thus
concluding the column.

For Strategy Studies, the year of 2012 seems to be one of
readjustment in the domestic and foreign affairs of various coun-
tries in the world and to be another strategic running-in period
between China and the United States, while the financial crisis,
energy issue, democratization, climate politics, Northeast Asi-
an stability, the Middle East situation, concerns over the South
China Sea, and governmental change of the term of office consti-
tute new strategic challenges and opportunities for China’s peace-
ful development. In the meanwhile, the challenges and opportu-
nities in the domestic and foreign affairs take on a trend of cen-
tralization, cross-orientation and superimposition. Therefore, it
would become an overall strategic issue for China to respond to

the challenges. We firmly believe that in the new strategic situa-
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tion, the Chinese government will be able to coordinate more ef-
fectively the overall situation in its domestic and foreign affairs,
harmonize the political, economic, social, cultural, ecological
civilization construction and party building, and bring into line its
strategies on soft power, diplomacy, and national defense. With
the joint efforts of all parties, China will achieve a big success in
resolving multiple strategic conundrums and promoting peaceful

development.
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