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China Stories 2

Publisher’s Note

“Once upow a time...”, such is the beginning of a story that may have accompanied
many people through their childhood no matter what country they live in and what
language they speak. When we grow wp, we remain keen on one kind of stories or
another. This is because stories always Reep us at a fascinating distance: things that
take place avound us may drive home to us a timeless truth, while remote or illusory
stories may as well be relevant to reality or reflect the problewms of today.

However, if a story is linked with the name of a country, what can the Listener expect
from it?

The China Stories series is dedicated to those who are fond of stories and hope to know
about China. The reason why we have chosen this way of storytelling is that while
people nowadays may easLLg get to know a country bg turning ow the television,
surfing the nternet or touching a cellphone sereen, we believe stories make China
look wore vivid, serene and dowwn-to-earth than media or political or ecomomic
commentators, historical archives or musewms do.

Our stories or “storytellers” generally fall into two categories. Firstly, small works
of big nawes in contemporary Chinese literature, such as The Love Story of a Young
Monk by wang Zenggi and 4h, Xiangxue by Tie Ning; Secondly, Chinese tales
told by writers from other Lands from the “other” perspectives, Like The Magic of the
White Snake by the German freelancer Helmut Matt. The differences in settings,
plots and the storytellers’ personalities have added to the charisma of our stories. This
China Stories series will maintain its openness by putting forth new stories, so as
to present a rich, varied three-dimensional China to our readers. tn this sense, this
series is catered not only to foreign friemds but also to Chinese-speaking natives so
that they can observe this country from a fresh point of view.

Instead of lengthy narvatives that may wear our readers down, the China Stories series is
a collection of short stories and novellas that are weant for a pleasant reading experience, an
experience that is made all the wore delightfil by our elaborately produced bilingual texts
and beautiful illustrations.

Whether the storyteller or the Listener comes from China or elsewhere, we believe that you
cawn derive Your own impression of China from these stories, and feel closer to it whether
it was familiar or strange to You before you lay Your hands ow the China Stories series.
So let’s vead China Stories, and get a taste of China from thew.

Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press

Aungust, 2012
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1
Young Lin’s bean curd has spoiled.

Half a kilo of bean curd contains five cubes, one hundred grammes
each, the common kind on sale in state groceries. The bean curd cubes
you buy from a privately owned shop or pedlar weigh half a kilo each.
They are watery and thin, and disintegrate if stir-fried in a wok.

He gets up at six each morning to queue for bean curd in front
of a state grocery. In spite of this early morning effort, there is
no guarantee he will get it. Sometimes there are too many people
queuing and the bean curd is already sold out by the time it’s his
turn, and at other times, it is already seven o’clock and he has to
leave the queue and hurry to catch the work unit bus. A certain
Old Guan has recently been assigned to the office as the new
head who pays close attention to late-comers and early-leavers
—a new broom sweeps clean. It’s most disheartening when your
turn in the queue is just about to come and it’s already time to
go to work. After walking away, Young Lin always curses the
long queue for bean curd: “Damn! It’s really too bad there being

so many poor people on earth!”

This morning, however, he succeeded in getting the desired bean
curd even though he queued till 7:15 thus missing the shuttle bus.
It doesn’t really matter today. Old Guan, the head of the office,
is supposed to be attending a meeting at the ministry while the

deputy head, Old He, has gone on a business trip, so a university
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graduate newly assigned to the office is temporarily in charge of
the job of checking up on attendance. So Young Lin did not worry
about queuing late for bean curd. Since he was in a rush to catch
the public bus to work, he forgot to put the bean curd in the fridge.
When he got home that evening, the bean curd was still wrapped
in the plastic bag in the hall. In hot weather like today, there was no

way the bean curd wouldn’t turn sour.

The bean curd has spoiled and Young Lin’s wife has returned
home before him, which makes the matter complicated. At first,
his wife blames the childminder for not putting the bean curd
into the fridge. But the nanny refuses to take any blame. She
is unhappy with her pay, which she thinks is low, and with her
employer’s poor cooking. She has long threatened to go on strike
or go somewhere else. She remains only because Young Lin
and his wife have repeatedly persuaded her to stay. She doesn’t
feel at all sorry about the spoiled bean curd and unhesitatingly
shifts the blame onto Young Lin arguing that he didn’t tell her
to put the bean curd away before going to work that morning,
So his wife vents her anger on him as soon as he comes back
from work, saying that it might have been all right if you hadn’t
bought the bean curd in the first place. But once you’ve bought
it, how could you allow it to go off in the plastic bag? Why did
you do it? Young Lin has had an unpleasant day in the office

today. He didn’t expect the newcomer to take things so seriously.
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Seeing that Young Lin was not there at 8 am, he marked him
down as “late.” Although Young Lin tartly changed it into “on

2»

time,” the matter has been weighing on him the whole day
long, not knowing whether or not the newly assigned university
graduate will report on him tomorrow. Now back home, he is
once again disheartened knowing that the bean curd has turned
bad. On the one hand, he blames the childminder for being too
petty. Couldn’t you have just made the effort to put it in the
fridge even though I didn’t tell you to? Would it really have tired
you out to just carry the few cubes of bean curd to the fridge?
On the other hand, he blames his wife for making a fuss over a
trifling matter like this. Half a kilo of bean curd, that’s all there
is to it. Nobody made it turn bad on purpose. Why nag about it
endlessly? Both are very tired after a day’s work and there is the
child and the dinner to attend to. Is she deliberately trying to
create a tiring atmosphere at home? So he responds: “Let it pass,
will you? Say it’s my fault. Just half a kilo of bean curd after all.
If the worst comes to the worst, we’ll have our dinner without it

tonight. I’ll be careful in future.”

If he says this much and no more, the matter will be dropped. It’s a
pity that he can’t contain his resentment and adds: “Is half a kilo of
bean curd worth raising to a higer plane of principle and going on
and on? How much does bean curd cost? Last time you accidentally
dropped and broke a thermos flask worth seven or eight yuan. Did

anyone ever blame you for that?”




e t— e ——————————————————————————————— -—-MLZQJ%, | 7

China Stories

MRXZFERINE, Eitt/\SRE, BMBEFERSGMYT— ‘B
27, BANMRRER FEBCXMA BT, (E—ROERR
R, EAMBRAFELSARICRM . WETHER, T2/8
Y, RES, —mTEEREBAFTFTITR, ERERES
£, BUARREEKFEEN—KT? BUURSIBRECIRETL? — S H
REBENOAH, —FEE, BT7THEHRET, ERAEHER,
A Nirse, RR—KEVEMRR, BELEMISFZT, X

TEEEHEEST=S? TRK:

‘BTET, BEAY, —FEE, KATSXKE LRI,
LRZFEmEENHET! 7

MRERIE AL, EBEEHMEET, JJEIWIBERES, Y
*NT—a:

—REBRR LN EENRTT, —FEBEAEE? £
IRIREFFHF—TBEKIE, €/, ENEERT? 7

|
u
|
L

}
L



Amuna] Covered with Chicken Feathers

Upon his mentioning ‘the thermos flask, his wife becomes angry
again: “At every turn you have to mention that thermos flask. But
was I to blame? The thermos wasn’t set down properly. Anyone
could have broken it merely by touching it. Let’s talk about the vase
instead of the thermos. What happened to the vase last month? It
was perfectly all right on top of the wardrobe. You had to break it

while doing the cleaning. How come you reprove me?”

The next moment, she is face to face with him, tears in her eyes,
her chest heaving up and down and her face very pale. Judging by
experience, her pale face indicates a disagreeable day at work. Her
office, like Young Lin’s, seldom makes people happy. But are we
ever justified in bringing our unhappy feelings back from work and

releasing them at home?

He wants to continue remonstrating with her about the vase. But if
it continues like this, they’ll find themselves in a vicious circle with
many plates and dishes and the like involved. In the end, his wife
would throw the bag of bad bean curd at his head. The childminder,
used to the couple’s quarrel, is calmly trimming her nails as if
nothing is happening. Her attitude further arouses the couple’s
anger. Young Lin has written the case off as hopeless and is ready
to act recklessly. Fortunately, just at this moment someone knocks
at the door and they both shut their mouths. The wife hurriedly
dries the tears on her face while he manages to suppress his fury.
The childminder opens the door and finds it is the old man who is

in charge of reading the water meter.
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