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FOREWORD

When Donna, Vickie and Max approached Adams & Austen Press with a
manuscript that promised four complete practice tests for IELTS, we were
initially cautious. Perhaps every teacher has a book inside them, and many have
tried to write short tests at some time, but not everyone can write tests that are
more than a superficial attempt at cloning a test such as IELTS.

Would these tests be, then, a mere presentation of a number of typical IELTS
question types — as so many IELTS books on the market seem content to be these
days? From the outset, our IELTS range of books has attempted to go much
further than this, advising students what to do in no uncertain terms in order that
they might improve; and not provide just another opportunity to ‘take a test’.

It was, then, with pleasure and some relief that we sat down to discover a solid
book of, yes, four complete and thoroughly trialled tests, with questions chosen
judiciously and with a great deal of thought as to what was being tested — as is
the case with the official IELTS tests. It was immediately apparent that the test
material on offer was rigorously engaging, thought-provoking and entertaining
at one and the same time.

Accompanying this work were manuscripts for in-depth Study Guides to further
unlock the secrets inside the tests.

In a word, the tests and the books were essential.

The 404 Essential Tests for IELTS.

Terry Peck
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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

Do you want to study at tertiary level in an English-speaking country?

Studying abroad is a very real alternative in the 21st century. Many more students than ever
before, from countries 3ll over the world, can access the world of tertiary education. It takes
money for tuition; a commitment to succeed and an acceptable level of English.

If you meet the first two requirements, this book will help you with the third. If your goal is to be
accepted into a university or college in an English-speaking country, then read on.

What is IELTS?
No student will gain entry into any reputable tertiary institution in any English-speaking country
unless his or her level of English proficiency is deemed adequate.

One of the few tests which is widely accepted for this purpose is IELTS — the International
English Language Testing System — or as it is commonly known, the IELTS test.

IELTS is an excellent indicator of English language ability because it tests the four macro skills
of listening, reading, writing and speaking. The reading and writing sections of the test have two
different versions — General Training Module and the Academic Module. You will need to sit for
the Academic Module of the IELTS test if you wish to do undergraduate or postgraduate study in
an English-speaking country.

Even though it may help you to have a certain level of general knowledge before going into the
test, the test itself does not require any specialised vocabulary or technical expertise. The correct
answers can be found within the confines of the test and it is advisable for any student planning to
take the test to learn the skills needed to find the answers.

IELTS tests your English level but it is still a test and like any test, there are skills that can be
learned and practised in order to achieve the best possible result. The result may decide your
future. For each of the four different sections or modules of the test, a score is given from 0 — 9.
These band scores are interpreted as follows:
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Score

Description

Detailed description

Expert User

Very Good User
Good User
Competent User
Medest User

Limited User

Extremely Limited
User

Intermittent User

Non User

Did Not Attempt The
Test

Has fully operational command of the language:
appropriate, accurate and fluent with complete
understanding.

Has fully operational command of the language with only
occasional unsystematic inaccuracies and mappropriacies.
Misunderstandings may occur in unfamiliar situations.
Handles complex detailed argumentation well,

Has operational command of the language, though

with occasional inaccuracies, inappropriacies and
misunderstandings in some situations. Generally handles
complex language well and understands detailed reasoning.

Has generally effective command of the language despite
some inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings.
Can use and understand fairly complex language, particularly
in familiar situations.

Has partial command of the language, coping with overall
meaning in most situations, though 1s likely to make many
mista‘ligelsci Should be able to handle basic communication in
own field.

Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has
frequent problems in understanding and expression. Is not
able to use complex language.

Conveys and understands only general meaning in very
familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns in communication
occur.

No real communication is possible except for the most
basic information using isolated words or short formulae in
familiar situations and to meet immediate needs. Has great
difficulty understanding spoken and written English.

Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond
possibly a few isolated words.

No assessable information provided.

You will usually receive your results in around two weeks after taking the test. Results are valid

(Source: htip:/fwww.ielts.org/)

for two years but different institutions may not accept your results as being current if you cannot
prove ongoing English study. Check with the institution you are applying to study at.

Your results will show a score for each section of the test as well as an overall score. You
can now get a half band score (4.5, 5.5 etc.) for all the different test sections: Listening,

Reading, Writing and Speaking.

You cannot pass or fail this test — you are always given a score. Whether this score is

high enough depends on what and where you want to study. Check with the institution at
which you are applying to study.
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You should also be honest with yourself about your English ability. Studying at university is hard
enough in your native language, but to do so in a foreign language can be unbelievably hard.
Most universities require a minimum overall score of 6.0 to enter an undergraduate course and 6.5
for postgraduate. This will, however, vary between courses and institutions, so check what your
chosen institution needs.

If you don’t get the required score in IELTS the first time, from May 2006 you no longer have to
wait three months to retake the exam. However, it is recommended that you study hard for at least
10 to 12 weeks before re-enrolling to take the test again.

How can this book help?

1. Itintroduces you to the different sections of the IELTS Academic Module.

2. It familiarizes you with the instructions, language and question-types used in the IELTS
tests.

3. It improves your English level by introducing you to new language structures and
reinforcing what you already know. ’

4. 1t provides you with four complete practice tests, which should be taken under test
conditions, and answers to those tests. A Study Guide to the 404 Essential Tests for IELTS
is also available for you to contemplate the reasons why you got any answers wrong in
these tests.

The information contained in this book has worked for many students who are now studying at
universities in English-speaking countries.

If you are determined to succeed, you will need to:

read and practise the GENERAL POINTERS.

ensure that all practice tests are done under exam conditions.

familiarise yourself with the exam format.

immerse yourself in English as much as possible, particularly as you approach the exam
date.

wh -

Some of the skills and language taught in different sections of this book will be referred to in
other areas. For example, often the topics that are used in the reading and writing sections of the
test are similar. Linking words (discourse markers*) too, are not only useful in making a piece of
writing more interesting — they can assist in finding an answer in the reading passages and help
you to tune into an answer in the listening test.

‘What about the future?
The skills you learn in the 101...404 IELTS range can help you to achieve the academic standards

* discourse markers: A word or phrase that organises spoken language into different parts, for example “well...”
or “on the other hand...”.
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necessary to perform well at university. The tips and hints that you adopt to ensure you get
the required IELTS result should become part of your study skills repertoire at university. But
remember — the required IELTS score is only the first step on the path to success at an English-
speaking college or university. A good IELTS score is no guarantee that you will pass your
course. It is, however, an indication that your English language level is of a sufficient standard to
begin your chosen course — the rest is up to you.
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LISTENING SUB-TEST
TEST DESCRIPTION -~ LISTENING SECTION

) BEIET—R DS

You will be presented with four different listening passages with a variety of question types to
answer.

W HERAML A VIS AR BT 30 E, BRCEaSARNER,
Hitis Approximately 40 minutes
BREER WA ALY 40 76

Unlike the reading test, you will get extra time at the end to transfer your answers to the
Answer Sheet.

GRIERA TR, WhHAEHE, SHE—SEWRTHEERRAEEF L.,

There are FOUR distinct sections of 40 questions in total.
U7 745 D952 19 SECTION 218, F5 40 4,

You will hear each section ONCE only.
#£5-1~ SECTION B9 77 JFE X Rt — 8 »

Each listening is more difficult than the one preceding it.

£ SECTION HIMER R IBI,

Section 1

Usually a converaation betwegl tbv;'o peop{ee(-1 AEABANSE, HHELTBIIARZA,
Sometimes a third person might be involvedor g% s 4% aws, FHTERXTAFRSET
introduced to the conversation. Usually in two zi * a 'k
parts. Can be a social or an academic setting. °

About 4 minutes listening time B K 254 54,

Section 2
Usually a monologue of a social / functional g2t X XA B E, o—k b, §5#
nature. For example, an outing, a tour guide B AR SAVRE, SETAELAEAS

giving instructions or directions. Can be a FTAF
social or academic setting. | °

About 3 — 4 minutes listening time HiE k%3454,
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gk

Section 3

Usually a conversation between two to four WEA2-4AZEEYE, e, BLEE
people. For example, a dialogue between two ) 1A o gl okt 2
students regarding a tutorial, an assighment i;;’*:ﬁ;%;zﬁ FFRATORE, B
or oral presentation to be given, Usually in an + ‘ °

academic setting.

About 4 minutes listening time B k254 98,

Section 4

Usually a lecture or speech given as a monologue. 34 % 3% 3 S0k & 1 X 8536, AHFHHL
Sometimes the person is introduced by a second AN BHEA, IELRAGLA SN

person at the beginning or a few questions might ,, . . =Rl 2
be asked during the course of the lecture. In an RF. #REFGRTRET.

academic setting.
At least 4 — 5 minutes listening time R E VN 4594,

A monologue = one person speaking
MH: — AFTHRIYE
A dialogue (a conversation) = two or more people discussing a topic

XFi& . WABRE AR—MEERIT TS

The sections may be divided into two or more distinct parts. There may also be a pause in some
of the sections to give you time to look at the questions relating to that part of the test.

Wr /3 #1481~ SECTION & AT 4 B2 LR IF #R4-, H 2k SECTION H R L&A 11, M
IR LA 55 Az B2 S AR ER AT F7 A I Tl

It is important to note that poor spelling and incorrect grammar will be penalized, so you should
check carefully after transferring your answers to the Answer Sheet.

HEERENRE, WS, ERTPHHEMERERBNS, Bt —2BfaaEsEsEF
EHER,

POSSIBLE TOPIC AREAS:
AJRER Ko )i -

Most of the IELTS listening tests are about social and educational situations. Often they are
in an academic context set on a university campus discussing student orientation programs
(introductions for new students to courses or institutions), details of assignments, classes or
tutorials or plans for excursions, holidays or outings. The discussions might be between two
students; a professor or lecturer and a student; or an administrator and a student.

R ST BFE RSB TALSEE M8, ERERERENEARESE PRI, RigFgl
Frimsh (FFAMNFRERER ). EVHEARFL. FRSGESCHELR. ER TR LLRE H S i
%, NERNERTRERNMEE, —~UEBRRIITES—-2¥FE, IEER—-EZEBEARS—&%4E,
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The topics are usually of interest to students in their late teens or early twenties. There are
information-giving and information-sharing situations.
EEEYER TS EARFERGRNEE, AEERSRER. 22 E BB,

As with the other sections of the IELTS test, you do not need to have any specialist knowledge to

do well in the listening test.
IEAERS A AR —R, W HMRS, BEEREBITFESAREMN 2% MR,

GENERAL POINTERS: ¢ Become familiar with the instructions used to introduce the sections.
Bm: BTNF A1 451 SECTIONHI BT P

*  Read questions carefully and try to anticipate what you might hear.
UEBEE, RBFW AT EIRI .

*  Use a highlighter pen to highlight key words.
FHFN Bt Kb 0]

*  Think about and listen out for other forms of the key words and
synonyms.

BB LU T B BReA X1 I B 1T R X 34,
* Learn to identify question types.

FRPNER,
»  Know your numbers and figures!

B RSB

*  Keep looking forward to the next two questions, so you know where
you are in the listening passage.

KIEHE FRIIBAIEE, B LT RE B

» Don't be distracted by anyone or anything — concentrate!

FEEEFIA . EfTETTGH EBEEMTE!
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GENERAL LISTENING ADVICE:
U ERS A RN

Read the questions before the start of each
section and highlight key words.

£ 35 5 FF AL AR AT I R B A o A,

Listen out for linking words and discourse
markers to help you follow what is
happening.

EEH AR E fo S BRI EUR LR TS
E &7 a8

Check your spelling and grammar. Does the

word you have chosen fit grammatically, and
should it be singular or plural?

BEHEhE, RAEFGAREE LR
A R R B0 KB A £ 80 X?

Look for synonyms of key words in
questions.

I F X4 R L,

Guess — if you cannot find the answer.
BB EEAHHETUHRAN—T,

Transfer answers quickly but carefully.
EAS L3 EACT LR F -2y

Don’t panic if you miss an answer.
WRBT T ~HBEHEE, FRIZR,

Don’t guess any answers unless you cannot find
the answer or evidence for an answer and your
time is almost up.

FEAEE, REHFEKETREIXLERRE
BAPEGERREE,

Don’t listen for enjoyment — your purpose is to
answer the questions only.
FrREFHAERTRA
=,

Rey B AR | 5

Don’t worry if you can’t understand or hear
every word. Remember that the rhythm of
spoken English means that the most important
words are always stressed the most. Learn to
listen for those.

e RAR AR RFHF—A ], RS,
thE, REDEHFTEATRAERETRNHEALR
¥k, FLRITLEA,

Don’t leave any spaces on your Answer Sheet —
you don’t lose marks for wrong answers.
R AREARENE ST LEH Y
WAL BABELERARB IS,
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