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Take This Fish and Look at It
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Background Information

. .
.......................................................................................................................................................

1. About the Author & the Text:

Samuel Scudder (1837-1911) was an American entomologist and palaeontologist. In
1857 he entered Harvard, where he studied under the noted scientist Louis Agassiz. Scudder
held various positions and helped found the Cambridge Entomological Club. He I;ublished
hundreds of papers and developed a comprehensive catalog of three hundred years of scientific
publications. While working for the United States Geological Survey, he named more than a
thousand species of fossil insects. Scudder may be most widely known for his essay on the
importance of first-hand, careful observation in the natural sciences. Much of Scudder’s work is
still admired for its attention to detail.

gll. Related Information:

QObservation in Science

The scientific method requires observations of nature to formulate and test hypotheses. It

consists of these steps:
1) Asking a question about a natural phenomenon;
2) Making observations of the phenomenon;
3) Hypothesizing an explanation for the phenomenon;
4) Predicting a logical consequence of the hypothesis;
5) Testing the prediction in an experiment;

6) Creating a conclusion with data gathered in the experiment.
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Observation plays a role in the second and fifth steps. However the need for reproducibility
requires that observations by different observers be comparable. Human sense impressions are
subjective and qualitative making them difficult to record or compare. The idea of measurement
evolved to allow recording and comparison of observations made at different times and places
by different people. Measurement consists of using observation to compare the thing being
measured to a standard, an artifact, process or definition which can be duplicated or shared
by all observers, and counting how many of the standard units are comparable to the object.
Measurement reduces an observation to a number which can be recorded, and two observations
which result in the same number are equal within the resolution of the process.

Human senses are limited, and are subject to errors in perception such as optical illusions.
Scientific instruments were developed to magnify human powers of observation, such as weighing
scales, clocks, telescopes, microscopes, thermometers, cameras, and tape recorders, and also

translate into perceptible form events that are unobservable by human senses.

eNaturalist & Natural History

Natural history is the scientific research of plants or animals, leaning more towards the

observational than experimental methods of study, and encompasses more research that is

published in magazines than in academic journals. A person who studies natural history is known
as a naturalist. Grouped among the natural sciences, Natural History is the systematic study
of any category of natural objects or organisms. That is a very broad designation in a world filled
with many narrowly focused disciplines, so while modern natural history dates historically from
studies in the ancient Greco-Roman world and then the medieval Arabic world through to the
scattered European Renaissance scientists working in near isolation, today’s field is more of a
cross discipline umbrella of many specialty sciences that like geobiology have a strong multi-
disciplinary nature combining scientists and scientific knowledge of many specialty sciences.

..... e P S
= .

Hddmonal Notes on the Text

.
..................................................................................................................................................

aevee,

1. Jean Louis Rodolphe Agassiz (1807-1873) was one of the great scientists of his day, and
one of the “founding fathers” of the modern American scientific tradition. Louis Agassiz
remains something of a historical enigma. A great systematist and paleontologist, a renowned
teacher and tireless promoter of science in America, he was also a lifelong opponent of
Darwin’s theory of evolution. Yet even his most critical attacks on evolution have provided

evolutionary.
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2. Charles River: a small, relatively short river in Massachusetts, USA, that separates Boston
from Cambridge and Charlestown. It is fed by about 80 brooks and streams and several
major aquifers as it flows snakelike for 80 miles. Brandeis University, Harvard University,
Boston University, and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology are all located along the
Charles River; at Boston proper it opens out into a broad basin and is lined by parks such as
the Charles River Esplanade (in which stands the Hatch Shell, where concerts are given in
summer evenings) especially known for its Independence Day celebration. The river is well

known for its rowing, sculling, and sailing, both recreational and competitive.
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- Study the example of “with + noun” used in the text and then translate the
following sentences into English with the structure of “with + noun”.

1. I was in despair; at an early hour I concluded that lunch was necessary; so, with infinite
relief, the fish was carefully replaced in the jar, and for an hour I was free.

With these encouraging words, he added: “Well, what is it like?”

When I finished, he waited as if expecting more, and then, with an air of disappointment:

woN

“You have not looked very carefully; why,” he continued more earnestly...

1. FRASROFUTEMLIE S TR,

2. AR T —AE T T,

3. fibfsemdl, AREAEM, WREEIR,
4. BRI E, SUE BB,

5. “XMAMICR? 7 HbPHAHIE A,

6. ISR, MAFHE ERMEITET .

S Answers: L
1. My father came home with a heavy heart. "
2. The man fell down with a painful yell.

3. He was shaking, not with fear, but with indignation.

4. Robert sat there with knitted brows. ,
5. “Why does that inatter?” she asked, with a haughty air.
6. With these angry words, he banged the door and left the room.
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Complete each of the following sentences with an appropriate form of the

word given. '
. leaky
A. If the boiler is faulty, it may be dangerous gas.
B. Radioactive water has into the reservoir.
C. The explosion was caused by a gas in the main line.
D. The committee didn’t approve of the cost of repairing the roof.
unhesitatingly
A. “Of course I will go,” he replied
B. My mother never to tell me whenever I look bad.
C. Many witnesses are still to come forward.
D. I would have no in recommending him for the job.
infectious
A. You can only be with HIV in a limited number of ways.
B. People were continuing to drink water.
C. There are many things you can do to reduce your risk of
D. I was greatly impressed by his enthusiasm.
boredom
A. Twon’t you with all the details.
B. It gets just being at home all day.
C. I'm getting pretty with her endless complaining.
D. He had given up attending lectures out of sheer
. perplexity
A. “What’s the matter?” Rob said, looking totally
B. They stared in at the map.
C. It took years to understand many diseases.
D. It him because he was tackling it the wrong way.
. symmetrical

A. The front of the church was completely
B. The petals are arranged .
C. I loved the house because it had perfect
D. He didn’t like the pattern because it was

. inestimable
A. It is impossible to how many of the residents were affected.
B. An 3000 people came to the demonstration.

C. The figure mentioned is a very rough
D. Human life is of value.
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8. reassuring

A. She needed that she belonged somewhere.

B. She checked the bolts to herself that the door was locked.

C. I felt relieved at her smile.

D. He felt much more when he had been for a health check.

2 Answers:

1. A. leaking B. leaked C. leak D. leaky
2. A. unhesitatingly B. hesitates C. hesitant D. hesitation
3. A. infected B. infected C. infection D. infectious
4. A. bore B. boring C. bored D. boredom
5. A. perplexed B. perplexity C. perplexing D. perplexed
6. A. symmetrical B. symmetrically C. symmetry D. (un)symmetrical
7. A. estimate B. estimated C. estimation D. inestimable
8. A. reassurance B. reassure C. reassuring D. reassured

111

-l

YEAMAR

10.
11.
12.
13.

Replace the underlined words or expressions with similar ones from the text.

He was a keen amateur historian.

I really dared not show any dislike within these sacred precincts, and treated the alcohol as
though it were pure water.

He made the surface slightly wet and then cleaned it with a piece of soft cloth.

The use of mobile phones in the library is strictly forbidden.

She might have felt less obvious if there had been other women.

In this church all the windows are with a curved shape.

The teacher was greatly embarrassed by his own inability to answer such a simple question.

He was bold enough to touch the fierce dog and was bitten on the hand.

The boy was fascinated by those strange and unpleasing dinosaurs in the picture book.

Though he has a lot of books, he doesn’t want to give away any of them.
He is being very clear about his dissatisfaction with the company.

They did everything they could to try to bring the drowned man to life.
Lightening usually goes with thunder.

14. Her lawyers are to seek a court order preventing the deportation.

15. For one hour he had talked about the importance of this point.

*Answers:

1. an ardent 2. aversion 3. moisten 4. interdicted 5. conspicuous
6. arched 7. mortified 8. ventured 9. outlandish 10. part with

11. explicit 12. resuscitate 13. accompanies 14. injunction 15. discoursed
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IV Complete the following sentences with the expressions in the box, and
change their forms where necessary.

injunction oo disconcert resuScita_te ~ dissection
(be) grounded in commend  grotesque - engageupon  odor
perplexity . cqrhpress , symmetrical ' piqued , distract
plunge ~ venture  mortify -
1. He has submitted a bid to the weekly magazine, which closed in April.
2. He took out a court against the newspaper demanding the return of the document.
3. Her argument was firmly facts.
4. The Rousseau model itself to a lot of early socialists.
5. IfI reduced somebody to tears I'd be
6. The little girl was amazed at the incredible beauty and of the snowflake.
7. He began counting them and then, with growing , counted them a second time.
8. Ifind it slightly to have someone watching me while I work.
9. Granny was astounded and a little , I think, because it had all been arranged
without her knowledge.
10. “Don’t ask,” he said, whenever Jim to raise the subject.
11. As they emerged from the court they held their arms before crowds of cheering
well-wishers.
12. They a frog in biology class.
13. They tried to avoid looking at his face and his crippled body.

14. They were very interested in the projects we were

15. The whole herb has a characteristic taste and

16. At least 50 people died when a bus into a river.

17. All those three books are compacted and into one book.

18. He was to find his fellow diners already seated.

S+ Answers: S
1. resuscitate 2. injunction 3. grounded in 4. commended 5, mﬁrtiﬁed
6. symmetry 7. perplexity . 8. distracting 9. piqued . 10 ventured

11.aloft ~  12. dissected 13. grotesque 14. engaged upon  15. odor
16. plunged  17. compressed ~ 18. disconcerted o
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Decide which of the choices given below would correctly complete the
passage if inserted in the corresponding blanks.

Compared to high school teachers, college professors may present amore ___ 1 and
distant demeanor. The student discovers that the rhythm of the professor’s work day may
limit when he or she might be seen. The comings and goings of the professor seem 2
inscrutable. They do not seem to keep “school hours” (and in fact may not come to campus at all
on certain days), some “ 3 ” for entire semesters while others seem to always be 4
because they are attending a committee meeting somewhere on campus.

For students attending institutions with large lecture sections, the professor may seem
very remote in a spatial as well as a social 5 . The first-year student recognizes that the
professor is very unlikely to ever learn the names of more than a few students in the class.

6 the student may encounter a new member of the community (i.e., the teaching
assistant). The status of the teaching assistant (TA) is 7 to the student because the TA is
simultaneously a student and one who performs certain 8 tasks. In addition, the TA may

9 as a gatekeeper, controlling student access to the professor.

The student as immigrant begins to notice that professors make several assumptions about
the student’s academic management skills. They assume that students can read and write at the
level they are demanding, that they will use their study time 10, and that they require few
reminders of deadlines for assignments or the dates of examinations. The student encounters
a bewildering variety of lecture styles among professors, 11 from the very formal and
pedantic to the very Socratic and informal style of class discussion.

Some professors appear to be “word imperialists” who continually “oppress” the new
student with a vocabulary that is totally incomprehensible to the new immigrant. This perceived
indignity is 12 by the professor’s assumption 13 the burden of understanding (i.e.,
translating) rests 14 the student as immigrant. Some professors expect students to be
active participants in the learning process while most students come to class with the 15

that the professor will tell them “what they need to know” in order to complete the class

successfully.

1. A aloft B. aloof C. alive D. ardent

2. A. somehow B. somewhere C. something D. somewhat
3. A. vanish B. venture C. evaluate D. linger

4. A. inestimable B. unrecognizable C. unacceptable D. unavailable
5. A. precinct B. connection C. sense D. companion
6. A. In addition B. In contrast C. In part D. In fact

7. A. accessible B. ambiguous C. conspicuous D. symmetrical
8. A. piqued B. perplexing C. professional D. professorial
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9. A. function B. use C. perform D. behave
10. A. thoroughly B. adequately C. wisely D. unhesitatingly
11. A. changing B. straying C. ranging D. distracting
12. A. mortified B. followed C. added D. compounded
13. A. that B. because C. when D. which
14. A. with B. in C. along D. among
15. A. preparation B. expectation C. exception D. exhortation
< Answers:
1.B 2.D 3.A 4.D 3-€C 6.A 7-B 8.D
9.A 10.C 11.C 12.D 13.A 14. A 15.B

M Translate the following phrases into English.

1. FESh 2 A B H AR BIFAIERERE | be well grounded in all departments of zoology
2. Z" IR B R devote oneself specially to insects
3. FNEE L2 T —KIFEMbRA reach from a shelf a buge jar of specimens
4. AR R A2 2 5 b B SR a perfume which baunts bim like a shadow
5. — AT E a steadfast gaze at ...
6. JCHR i A9 AR S lidless eyes
7. UERREE forked tail
8. HUB I B arched body
9. WEHM gaping mouth
10. i35 AR staring eyes
1. AR EEHHE inestimable value
12. FiM A RR Ll RN E HIUA B | amuse oneself with chalking outlandish fish
(H&) on the blackboard

e

symmetry )
- IR T EAT AR AT R AR,

resuscitate, to commend itself )

disconcerted)

Translate the following sentences into English.
- XL HERA TR B BER T EABAT A S A — R BARBLZ 4k

( to be grounded in,

HESZIARKWIE ., (inestimable value, to

- At A AR AN RIGE B AR X KRB AR AT SR, X EIFHE ¥ iF . (to compress,
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9.
10.
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MRS IT 44 TAE, W HARRA TIRZH A M, (with a will)

HHAXESR ERARNRRMABRANAEL, (o part with )

AR AU, IRaT Ml —FE R T— 3RS 02k . (ghastly, to haunt like a shadow)
F W —A/NZLHE S B, b A IR AR B s Z A M B FL T #E L. (unhesitatingly, to
plunge)

RN N BT M A 2% TP I E I8 3 R, T ORISR T 4% - Fra R
X%, (to devote oneself specially to, to discourse on)

AW E AT T EIB RGO T AR H B [AET,  (to be engaged upon, ardent )

WAL [F]2F R, T EAL AR SR BB ST, (to amuse...with, infectious )

< Answers:

1.

Both the brothers are well grounded in mathematics and there’s certain symmetry in their
careers.

This proposal to resuscitate economy is of inestimable value and it will surely commend itself
to the public.

The teacher was rather disconcerted when he said that he never knew how to compress large
masses of material.

He set himself to work with a will and soon made many new discoveries.

I would rather not part with this tea service than sell it to someone who does not appreciate
it.

The ghastly scene haunted him like a shadow long after the car accident.

Upon seeing a kid falling into the lake, he unhesitatingly plunged in with his clothes on.

. After explaining why he devoted himself especially to English romantic poetry, the scholar

discoursed at great length on the poetic style of John Keats.

. The whole evening he had been engaged in answering questions from the ardent audience.
10.

He likes to amuse his classmates with jokes, and his laughter is very infectious.
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I About the Author and the Text:

Jesse Birnbaum was born in Passaic, New Jersey, USA, in 1923. He was a longtime
correspondent for 7Time magazine, including a stint as San Francisco bureau chief. This essay is a

cover story in 7ime in August, 1991.

i

%Il . Related Information:

Q@ Jury

A jury is a sworn body of people convened to render a rational, impartial verdict officially

submitted to them by a court, or to set a penalty or judgment. A trial in which a jury decides the
verdict is known as a jury trial. A person who is serving on a jury is known as juror.

The word jury originates Latin, from juris (law). Juries are most common in common law
adversarial-system jurisdictions. Juries act as triers of fact, while judges act as triers of law. A trial
without a jury (in which both questions of fact and questions of law are decided by a judge) is
known as a bench trial.

The petit jury (or trial jury) hears the evidence in a trial as presented by both the plaintiff
and the defendant. After hearing the evidence and often jury instructions from the judge,
the group retires for deliberation, to consider a verdict. The majority required for a verdict
varies. In some cases it must be unanimous, while in other jurisdictions it may be a majority or
supermajority. A jury that is unable to come to a verdict is referred to as a hung jury. The size of
the jury varies: in criminal cases there are usually 12 jurors, although Scotland uses 15; in civil
cases many trials require only six.




