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For decades, the television was the flagship of any consumer-electronics product lineup.
Of all the gadgets in the home, the TV gamered the most prominent real estate in the living
room, cost the most to buy, and carried the biggest brand cachet. And for the Asian
consumer-electronics makers who manufactured them, selling TVs was a good business.

As the bulky cathode-ray tube televisions of the past turned into the sleek, flat-screen
televisions of today, another shift started to occur. The televisions were hard to differentiate,
and the price competition was cutthroat and unrelenting. Even as consumers were buying more
televisions than ever, TV makers struggled to turn a profit.

Now, another shift is taking place, and it is threatening to rob televisions of their
prominence — and value — in the home. With more people streaming or dewnloading video
as an alternative to cable or satellite broadcast, more consumers. are watching TV shows and
movies on smartphones, tablets and laptops. The television, meanwhile, may become just
another screen.

Already, the high-end Apple Inc. iPad with a 10-inch screen costs more than a basic
40Hinch television from the top-tier TV brands. Unless the televisions find a way to retain
value to consumers, there is a risk that TV manufacturers will suffer the same fate as makers
of desktop computer monitors.

“That’s a very real possibility,” says Paul Gagnon, director of North American TV research
for DisplaySearch, a market-research firm based in Santa Clara, Calif. If televisions end up
becoming just another monitor, he says, then " that is a low-profit, no-money business with just
a handful of players”,

To stay ahead of changing viewing habits, television makers are pushing Web-connected
televisions loaded with apps, such as one for watching movies from Netflix Inc. and another



for Hulu, an online video site owned by News Corp., Walt Disney Co. and Providence Equity
Partners LLC. Web TVs account for about a quarier of all new flat-panel televisions this year,
rising te about half of all shipments in 2015, according to DisplaySearch.

Privately, industry executives say the shift in viewing habits raises the probability that a
new group of players will enter the traditional television market. With a greater expertise on
software, Apple Inc., Amazon.com Inc. and Google Inc. are all mentioned prominently as
nontraditional TV set manufacturers who could shake up the industry with new TVs in the
coming years.

Once seen as possible saviors for the TV industry, the introduction of Internet-connected
televisions and other new features such as 3-D have done little to halt price declines. That’ s

part of the explanation why the industry is awash in red ink.
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The Tennis Life of Li Na
ZEIRY I BR A S
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What do you know about the name Li Na?

RS

In Australia to defend her Sydney International title and a finals appearance at the
Australian Open, China’s top tennis player Li Na has a sense of purpose. After becoming the
nation’s first Grand Slam champion in Paris last June, she recorded just six wins in the remainder
of 2011.

“After the French, I think I lost the concentration on the court, ” Li said, adding that she
feels prepared for 2012 thanks to hard work during her two-month-long off-season.

After competing in her first WTA Year-End Championships in Istanbul, the 29-year-old
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Li returned to her home in Wuhan then traveled to Beijing for photo shoots with Chinese
sponsors Taikang Life Insurance, dairy company Yili and Kunlun Mountain Mineral Water.
Then she was off to a month of training in Munich, retuming to Wuhan to compete in a
pre-Christras exhibition tournament called “Li Na and Friends” where she hosted Pete
Sampras, Carlos Moya and Sabine Lisicki.

Li then went to Jiangmen in the south of China, where she put in hours on outdoor
practice courts, before jetting off to Perth for the Hopman Cup. “In Perth, I held a baby
kangaroo, but | never had this experience holding animals before — only my friend’s baby,”
she said.

Despite her globetrotting, she said she won’t get to explore Sydney or Melbourne. I feel
a bit sad that there is no time to look around the cities, ™ she said. “For us as tennis athletes, it's
tough because every day (we) just focus on the tournament. If we have (a) day off we also
have training and are not totally relaxed.”

But Li, who ousted her husband and coach Jiang Shan for keeping her awake with his
snoring to the amusement of audiences tuned in to 2011°s Australian Open, said she’ll try to
fit in some shopping after the year’s first Grand Slam. “We women just like to spend but after
bringing back to the home, maybe we never use, but I like the two seconds where you feel
excited,” she said with a laugh, acknowledging that she subscribes to retail therapy.

And like Anna Wintour showing up in Roger Federer and Maria Sharapova’s players boxes
or Sean “P Diddy” Combs sitting in Novak Djokovic’s corner, has Li been approached by any
new found celebrity friends for tennis’ best tickets?

“In China we have Weibo, which is like Facebook, so Chinese movie stars and singers
have contacted me on that, but nothing else so far,” she said. She did admit she has had to
alter her habits at home. “People say ‘That's Li Na’, so I have to change my eating time. For
example, I go to lunch in a restaurant from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to avoid peak hours,” she said.

Further success in events such as the London 2012 Olympic Games could prompt further
lifestyle adjustments, but Ms. Na is gladly continuing on the jourmney which takes her to at
least 20 citics a year and has given her the title of China’s most highly profiled athlete following
NBA star Yao Ming’s retirement.

“I like this job a lot and enjoy the tennis life, so as long as 1 feel my body is healthy, 1

will play,” she said.
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And like Anna Wintour showing up in Roger Federer and Maria Sharapova’s players boxes or Sean
“P Diddy" Combs sitting in Novak Djokovic ' s corner, has Li been approached by any new found
celebrity friends for tennis’ best tickets?

Like S0 M40 24BN R -8 F0d | G 38 T P ERE WS T JE Lk R
8 =% be approached by celebrity friends for tickets? Approach 2" K JEF "8, 75X BIXH
HIEBRIFTIE AR1T. Be approached by & L2 — 1 EEsIRES Y, (HE VA ITW AL 1 E AT E
Fra b LS SRR,

AaAXAE, FEALARAFEFRGRG TS5V A. R TRLERLALREMAEE Lo
ks MERFREMBIHNEEARLAARELR, 2 FALZHCEAAPRASRBT
REZE E2011 M T 0T EENLIE T SHHA .

FMH, NS BB CERB YA EEPHA B, 55T TRERMA A LW
WA H LH0125MGTAE,

AR RERLTEAAAWTASLENERLE, 295 05 8] T E TR, MG #5

A, MEEMLE AR, 50T —HAEFRTETOL A ERFPPLNWIGER., Ak
AR AT A M EL S & 445 27 ( Pete Sampras) , £ 3 (Carlos Moya) #=#) 47 % (Sabine Lisicki)..

WERSRE,FHEEH T EHFRTITIT, AL, F0ERREL T 5T HI BT LA
B, Wl Sh4s RUB AL 5 A Ao - % AR (Hopman Cup) st . 43t " 348, IO T — R
JLER TN ARIIEGES. fAANRTRAHNEE.”

REMERFER EFRERFL L TR LARRLE A, R, "KA2H 250kt B 4
A A i W, R, TANIRBGES A R, I TERARE L, B A — RN
AR ERE, wREHF KA L, £010E L0545, LiE b " :

Fod AR EoR#EELARAARARIMA LS VT E LAENR, G LA
011 FRMAFRAAANESERE, EFHUL, E4FEARABTRELLRZERLRAAHF
et E Ry, FMAGAA R B AE". RELH R AILUBER . ABHERETETE
MAFEEN., BRAREENRLGAI LG50 RFH.

BEERS BAT R R B R (Anna Wintour) € £2 31 % X £ 4 # £ (Roger Federer ) #o 35 33 3% 4
{Maria Sharapova ) 455k B 6L 0 ; S ilrG E £ 4 B - 482 (Sean “P Diddy” Combs ) 4% 4 fE 48 25 4 4
% (Novak Djokovic) ¥ R A B RAT  HAEAZTHBEINLOFMTLEHAHILENLELZRY

Famit, < A ¥ B 1A fo Facebook £ M, A TR S BH 2 SRS RATHFARR
WA 2R B WA LEEAGEITIE R " ERRAE R ME R R R E ], i, AT A
MRREM, ARAATLHETHLERNETT e, A THF SR ALATHFBEA W EZ S
FAEeL AR

R EMERFRHAZLFRFT L RBHE - TR AL AEFATHRES S —FH



=ER+BEET] %17 006

R, ATWPUAR Tk B3 O AR B A I BT S — S £ Y A3 20 AT, ik kb K Y 2 NBA B
EMYEAZERLAERGTRAEHT,
S, “RAEF B EH B AR T LA, A RRAATH R, AL BT T X

Bkl

Further success in evenis such as the Londen 2012 Olympic Games could prompt further lifestyle
adjustments.
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How to Gow Old?
BETE?

Do you think growing old is terrible according to the passage?

e

Psychologically there are two dangers to be guarded apainst in old age. One of these is
undue absorption in the past. It does not do to live in memories, in regrets for the good old
days, or in sadness about friends who are dead. One’s thoughts must be directed to the future,
and to things about which there is something to be done. This is not always easy; one’s own
past is a gradunally mereasing weight. It is easy to think to oneself that one’s mind more keen.
If this is true it should be forgotten, and if it is forgotten it will probahly not be true.

The other thing to be avoided is clinging to youth in the hope of sucking vigor from its
vitality, When your children are grown up they want to live their own lives, and if you
continue to be as interested in them as you were when they were young, you are likely to
become a burden to them, unless they are unusually callous. I do not mean that one should be
without interest in them, but one's interest should be contemplative and, if possible,
philanthropic, but not unduly emotional. Animals become indifferent to their young as soon
as their young can look after themselves, but human beings, owing to the length of infancy,
find this difficult. )

I think that a successful old age is easiest for those who have strong impersonal interests
involving appropriate activities. It is in this sphere that long experience is really fruitful, and it
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is in this sphere that the wisdom bom of experience can be excised without being oppressive.
It is no use teiling grown-up children not to make mistakes, both because they will not believe
you, and because mistakes are an essential part of education. But if you are one of those who
are incapable of impersonal interests, you may find that your life will be empty nnless you
concern yourself with your children and grandchildren. In that case you must realize that while
you can still render them material services, such as making them an allowance or knitting
them jumpers, you must not expect that they will enjoy your company.

Some old people are oppressed by the fear of death. In the young there is a justification
for this feeling. Young men who have reason to fear that they will be killed in battle may
justifiably feel bitter in the thought that they have been cheated of the best things that life has
to offer. But in an old man who has known human joys and sorrows, and has achieved
whatever work it was in him to do, the fear of death is somewhat abject and ignoble. The best
way to overcome it — so at least it seems to me — is to make your interests gradually wider
and more impersonal, until bit by bit the walls of the ego recede, and your life becomes

increasingly merged in the universal life.
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The best way to overcome it — so at least it seems to me — is to make your interests gradually
wider and more impersonal. until bit by bit the walls of the ego recede, and your life becomes
increasingly merged in the universal life,
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The other thing to be avoided is clinging to youth in the hope of sucking vigor from its vitality.
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Conqueg Aging
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Can human beings live to the age of 150 according to the passage?

PRoNAm

In Jonathan Swift’s “Gulliver’s Travels”, Gulliver encounters a small group of immonrtals,
the struldbrugs. “Those excellent struldbrugs, "exclaims Gulliver, “who, being born exempt
from that universal calamity of human nature, have their minds free and disengaged, withont
the weight and depression of spirits caused by the continual apprehensions of death!”

But the fate of these immortals wasn’t so simple. as Swift goes on to report. They were
still subject to aging and disease, so that by 80, they were “opinionative, peevish, covetous,
morose, vain, talkative”, as well as “incapable of friendship, and dead to all natural
affection, which never descended below their grandchildren”. At 90, they lost their teeth and



