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If I were a Boy Again

» k% / Anonymous

If 1 were a boy again, | would practice perseverance' more often,
and never give up a thing because it was troubleor inconvenient. If we
want light, we must conquer darkness. Perseverance can sometimes
equal genius in its results. “There are only two creatures,” says a
proverb, “Who can surmount the pyramids — the eagle and the snail.”

If | were a boy again, | would school myself into a habit of atten—
tion; | would let nothing come between me and the subject in hand. |
would remember that a good skater never tries to skate in two direc—
tions at once.

The habit of attention becomes part of our life, if we begin early e—
nough. | often hear grown up people say, “l could not fix my attention
on the sermon’ or book, although | wished to do so”, and the reason is,
the habit was not formed in youth.

If | were to live my life over again, | would pay more attention to
the cultivation of the memory. | would strengthen that faculty by every
possible means, and on every possible occasion. It takes a little hard
work at first to remember things accurately; but memory soon helps it—
self, and gives very little trouble. It only needs early cultivation to be-
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come a power.

If | were a boy again, | would cultivate courage. “Nothing is so
mild and gentle as courage, nothing so cruel and pitiless as cow —
ardice,” says a wise author.

We too often borrow trouble, and anticipate® that may never ap -
pear.“The fear of ill exceeds® the ill we fear.” Dangers will arise in any
career, but presence of mind will often conquer the worst of them. Be
prepared for any fate, and there is no harm to be feared.

If | were a boy again, | would look on the cheerful side. Life is very
much like a mirror: if you smile upon it, | smiles back upon you; but if
you frown and look doubtful on it, you will get a similar look in return.

Inner sunshine warms not only the heart of the owner, but of all
that come in contact with it. “Who shuts love out, in turn shall be shut
out from love.”

If 1 were a boy again, | would school myself to say no more often.
Importance of learning very early in life to gain that point where a
young boy can stand erect, and decline. | might write pages on the
doing an unworthy act because it is unworthy.

If | were a boy again, | would demand of myself more courtesy
towards my companions and friends, and indeed towards strangers as
well. The smallest courtesies along the rough roads of life are like the
little birds that sing to us all winter long, and make that season of ice
and snow more endurable.

Finally, instead of trying hard to be happy, as if that were the sole
purpose of life, | would, if | were a boy again, | would still try harder to
make others happy.
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1. perseverance[ pa:sa'vierans ] n. BRI, FE AR
Perseverance is vital to success.

BRRARRERGHINNE K,
2. sermon ['satmon] n. 753, #Hl, WA

Father gave me a sermon on table manners.
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3. anticipate [zen'tisipeit] vt. Fl, £
@l We anticipate hearing from you again.
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8 Your price far exceed our budget.
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1. If we want light, we must conquer darkness.
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2. Life is very much like a mirror: if you smile upon it, | smiles back
upon you; but if you frown and look doubtful on it, you will get a similar
look in return.
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The Secret of Happiness
> LHK-TLT BN / Steve Brunkhorst

The old man shuffled slowly into the restaurant. With head tilted,
and shoulders bent forward, he leaned on his trusty cane with each
unhurried step.

His tattered cloth jacket, patched trousers, worn out shoes, and
warm personality made him stand out from the usual Saturday morning
breakfast crowd. Unforgettable were his pale blue eyes that sparkled
like diamonds', large rosy cheeks, and thin lips held in a tight, steady
smile.

He stopped, turned with his whole body, and winked at a little girl
seated by the door. She flashed a big grin right back at him. A young
waitress named Mary watched him shuffle’ toward a table by the win—
dow.

Mary ran over to him, and said, “Here, Sir. Let me give you a
hand with that chair.”

Without saying a word, he smiled and nodded a thank you. She
pulled the chair away from the table. Steadying® him with one arm, she
helped him move in front of the chair, and get comfortably seated.
Then she scooted the table up close to him, and leaned his cane a-—
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gainst the table where he could reach it.

In a soft, clear voice he said, “Thank you, Miss. And bless you for
your kind gestures®.”

“You’re welcome, Sir.” She replied. “And my name is Mary. Il
be back in a moment, and if you need anything at all in the mean time,
just wave at me! "

After he had finished a hearty meal of pancakes, bacon, and hot
lemon tea, Mary brought him the change from his ticket. He left it lay.
She helped him up from his chair, and out from behind the table. She
handed him his cane, and walked with him to the front door.

Holding the door open for him, she said, “Come back and see us,
Sirt ”

He turned with his whole body, winked a smile, and nodded a
thank you. “You are very kind."” he said softly.

When Mary went to clean his table, she aimost fainted. Under his
plate she found a business card and a note scribbled on a napkin. Un—
der the napkin was a one hundred doliar bill.

The note on the napkin read...

Dear Mary, | respect you very much, and you respect yourself too.
It shows by the way you treat others. You have found the secret of
happiness. Your kind gestures will shine through those who meet you.

The man she had waited on was the owner of the restaurant
where she worked. This was the first time that she, or any of his em—

ployees had ever seen him in person.
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