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From at least 1766 BC the beginning of the 20th
century, China was ruled by dynasties. A dynasty is a
ruling family that passes control from one generation to
the next. One dynasty lasted more than 800 years,
while another lasted only fifteen years. The Chinese

people supported their rulers because of what they
called the Mandate of Heaven. The ancient Chinese
believed their ancestors in heaven had chosen their
leaders. The people would rebel against a weak leader
because they believed he had lost the Mandate of
Heaven.
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Xia Dynasty® (21st — 16th century BC)

At the later period of the Primitive
Society, the Abdication System was
widely used by the tribes. When Yu the
Great® became old, he had planned to
abdicate his throne to Boyi, who had
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