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Introduction

Rhetorical criticism of literature puts its foundation on textual
analysis. A rhetorical conscious is indispensable in this critical
method. A perfect, persuasive process and an impartial conclusion
are also pursued by the critics at the same time.

Rhetorical analysis had been used as one of the basic meth-
ods in literary studies in ancient China. It was also a very impor-
tant critical method in the west, especially in 20th century. But
this method had been repelled by most of Chinese critics in the
main part of last century because of political, ideological and a-
cademic prejudices. The absence of rhetorical criticism in modemn
Chinese literary studies has caused more problems and has affect-
ed the academic characters of the critique. So the studies on this
critical method will provide valuable opinions on Chinese contem-
porary literary criticisms.

The meanings of rhetorical criticism of literature, the condi-
tions of rhetorical criticism in ancient and modern Chinese literary
criticisms and the practical methods of this kind of literary criti-
cism are three main topics in this book. As a researcher who is
doing the initial work on this field, the author of this book antici-

pates the valuable comments by other scholars.
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