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Manchester, 21 June 1856.
34 Butler Street, Greenheys
My darling Sweetheart,

| am writing to you again because | am alone and because it is
irksome’ to converse with you all the time in my head without you
knowing or hearing or being able to answer me. Bad as your portrait
is, it serves its end well enough, and | now understand how it is that
even the least flattering portraits of the mother of God, the Black
Madonnas’could have their inveterate admirers — more admirers,
indeed, than the good portraits. At any rate, none of these Black
Madonna’ portraits has ever been so much kissed and ogled and
adored as your photograph which, while admittedly not black, has a
crabbed expression and in no way reflects your dear, lovely, kissable,
dolce countenance. But | put right what the sun’s rays have wrongly

depicted, discovering that my eyes, spoiled though they are by
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lamplight and tobacco smoke, can nevertheless paint not only in the
dreaming but also in the waking state.

There you are before me, large as life, and | lift you up in my arms
and | kiss you all over from top to toe, and | fall on my knees before
you and cry: Madame, | love you, and love you | do, with a love
greater than was ever feit by the Moor of Venice. Falsely and foully
doth the false and foul world all characters construe. Who of my many
calumniators and venomous-tongued enemies has ever reproached
me with being called upon to play the romantic lead in a second-rate
theatre? And yet it is true. Had the scoundrels possessed the wit, they
would have depicted the productive and social relations’ on one side
and, on the other, myself at your feet. Beneath it they would have
written: Look to this picture and to that. But stupid the scoundrels are
and stupid they will remain, in seculum seculorum [ forever and ever].

Temporary absence is good, for in a person’s presence things
ook too much alike for them to be distinguished. At close guarters
even fowers appear dwarfed, whereas what is pefty and
commonplace, seen close at hand, assumes undue proportions. So,
too, with the passions. Little habits which, by their very proximity,
obtrude upon one, and thus assume the form of passions, vanish as
soon as their immediate object is out of sight. Great passions which,
by the proximity of their object, take on the form of littte habits, wax
large and resume their natural proportions under the magical effect of
distance.

So it is with my love. Mere spatial separation from you suffices to
make me instantly aware that time has done for my love just what the
sun and the rain do for plants — made it grow. My love for you, as
soon as you are away from me, appears for what it is, a giant, and into
it all the vigour of my mind and all the ardour of my heart are

compressed. | feel myself once more a man because | feel intense
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passion, and the multifariousness in which we are involved by study
and modern education, no less than the scepticism which inevitably
leads us to cavil at every subjective and objective impression, is
calculated to render each one of us petty and weak and fretful and
vacillating®. But love, not for Feuerbachian Man, not for Moleschottian
metabolism, not for the proletariat, but love for a sweetheart and
notably for yourself, turns a man back into a man again.

You will smile, my dear heart, and wonder why this rhetaric all of a
sudden? But if | could press your sweet white bosom to mine, | would
be silent and say not a word. Since | cannot kiss with my lips | must
kiss with my tongue and frame words. | could, indeed, even frame
verse, German Books of Sorrow after the manner of Ovid’s Libri
Tristium. He, however, had merely been banished by the Emperor
Augustus; | have been banished from you, and that is something Ovid
could not understand.

There are, indeed, many women in the world, and a few of them
are beautiful. But where else shall | find a face of which every
lineament, every fine even, reawakens the greatest and sweetest
* memories of my life? In your sweet countenance | can read even my
infinite sorrows, my irreplaceable losses, and when { kiss your sweet
face | kiss away my sorrow. Buried in her arms, revived by her kisses'
— in your arms, that is, and by your kisses — and let the Brahmins
and Pythagoras keep their doctrine of re-birth, and Christianity its
doctrine of resurrection.

To conclude with some facts. | have today sent Isaac Ironside the
first paper of the series and have, in addition, made notes (i.e. on the
text of the despatches } in my own hand and in my own English. | must
say | felt a bit anxious when Frederic with that little quizzical look he
has, calmly read through the stuff before it was sent off. But for the first

time he was quite astonished and exclaimed that this important work
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ought to be published in another form and, above all things, to be
published in German. | shall send the first issue to you and to old
Schiosser, the historian, in Germany.

Apropos. | see from the Augsburger, which refers directly to our
circular letters discussed at the communist trial in Cologne, that
another circular letter, reputedly’ from the same source, has been sent
out from London. It is a forgery, a miserable gallimaufry® of our things,
put together by Mr Stieber who, not having been accorded due honour
in Prussia of late, now seeks to set himself up as a great man in
Hanover. Engels and | intend to publish a counter-statement in the
Augsburg Allgemeine Zeitung.

Farewell my dear heart. A thousand kisses to you, and the

children too, from

XEM:

BXARERET BAATI, RARBRIMEL, HAE -G 0E
SR3#, BRERNE, RRREHAOHE , RAELSBRER, R89
BARSEARRRE, ENRIBEAL, BRAESHRATAKE
BHEZ S —(BENZE)thERAEANRES HEE—EiX
MEBBRAEZNERE, Do, 5 —B(ARNESMREBR
XK E — BTN HIRY GERINER, RXKE R
AL, EEDHEREN, ELNRBRREAEHIT R GEERIFAL
RENRE, BEBRAFERNRTBING T  HEABNRERREA
OHAFBETMZHR, EREREET 2R, ERBENS , IRBLIRA
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EEMREAN BLEFFRISEENBAZD, FEESTH,RE
EZRERHE-RBEANBER? TEXL FHEZMUL, TEALR
BHMEE —RpE tOEAZE DB L XA HRER", M
ER—lLE ERFHMREER, HE THE L EEEXES , B8
ENEE”, BRERERIER FEKZHBLRE,

RENAERBEMN, RARENERSIIABRRZR, SERY
ZEMEREIER. IDENEENEEZEREGRE/E N MBELE
FRFEADE MRLMNER, T REELK, BEF B HLERE
B, AT R bEM, VRSB EHRSIERBEERR,ER
EEGENTTER, WREELET . RENREH TRANRL, &
FHMABFIR, EABINRERNTN T, STEHKREX, HEH
RAEEBSNEN.

BREBRERXS . —BRINAZEM2 R, Bt RH G, 8
ZTEMNEBLNAAREZ THEY—HEHELERK RERZER
MNHD, HNRNEERSEELENERKAE—EA—RNER,
BREBRENNFEREHREPE T XHNEBE AXN—RKRKBFHCR
—PREMABARBRRZE T —EIUBE. FIMRAREEHH
LBNNERME URERNATREDN —VIE BERDREBAERE
RYREE T S, REERMNESH BB KRB ATEE AT EE—
TR {REBANANE, FENEREFAN " YRR NE, R
RYEFHMENE, 2 RENA, ARZMIRNE , F— M ABRN
ARERX ERIA,

FEMN XTI, FEFEAFARRARBEFHENE? &
I, MBREBEABREMETHCRBESCHOL, BESKEK
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B,

WA, X EIFFZNLA, MEBLEEEW,ERWBELEKE
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BRAREEF IMEASRATAH T2, O R EE BN SR
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Big, SRR SRBEA LR - RERESET -AXED
ME—R R ETRRERRNENESR AXRXEREZH 2
BERBEL, LA, AHBASAERERLNHEF ERBLR
R, B hig)E, BREFEERS TN BEENZERZUS
AR, B AR LK. BREMRNBEFLIEENZHLER
HERER,

IRESFR, A(EBHEREERESIBTRNABLIHLSHEA
REATHCMANBR) L, BB T ACBEHNMF"REE—K
BEF—BE, ERBRBATEMBERNORERLR FELR
MG R, XULEHRTEXRELE D REAAER, UALH
BB — N RAY . BB E R RN(RCR LN ET
AB R

BAT, ROEEN, THRMVRNE T,

RESRR
18566421 B T2 #IHTH



008] XXFESFHEY

1. irksom ['atksam] adj. i1 REY, S ARKE
gl It is irksome to listen to his constant complaints.

Wb AR T 1 3 3 2B B A

2. vacillating ['veesileitip] adj. A0, £ ZEEH
She is vacillating between hope and fear.
-2\ EHRE-2 ) RFTR OERERE,

3. gallimaufry [,geeli'ma:fri] n. 2=, B4
@ They have made the English language a gallimaufry of ail other
speeches.

e EEEL S EMBEMARL,

1. Time has done for my love just what the sun and the rain do for
plants — made it grow.

HEZFRNERENBAREZ TEY—ERLBHE K,

2. There are, indeed, many women in the world, and a few of them are
beautiful. But where else shall | find a face of which every lineament,
every fine even, reawakens the greatest and sweetest memories of my
life?

WA, XA EESH LA, MAKLIEL LR, B2 R TREEH T —
EIEE, ENE-REK BES L4 FERERE ST BRI B
EHFHETRZ?

atany rate Bz, AEEH
BREEAY, EERERSTMAE,
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Pierre Curie to His Future Wife
» [ IRIER-BE / Pierre Curie

BIRR - EBE(1859—1906 ), ZEMEF R ¥R, DRAX ¥+, K
BRBHNIEARARTCHREDANEELE (B2 ), BYEERR
HABSANERNR: E5ETREXALBINERHRIARNYT
X, 19035, ERRENTH /R BERXALBERENRYDEE,

BEXA1867—1934), REEDWT - I FHEAGF, REPESR,
1BESERR-BEG AR, HEFE FE—— A FAREHENRHE
XL EROBFER,

8L81

£881

August 10, 1894.

Nothing could have given me greater pleasure that to get news of
you. The prospect of remaining two months without hearing about you
had been extremely disagreeable to me: that is to say, your iittle note
was more than welcome.

| hope you are laying up a stock of good air and that you will
come back to us in October. As for me, 1 think | shall not go anywhere;
| shall stay in the country, where | spend the whole day in front of my
open window or in the garden.

We have promised each other — haven’t we? — to be at least
great friends. If you will only not change your mind! For there are no
promises that are binding; such things cannot be ordered at will. It
would be a fine thing, just the same, in which | hardly dare believe, to
pass our lives near each other, hypnotized' by our dreams: your
patriotic dream, our humanitarian dream, and our scientific dream.

Of all those dreams the last is, | believe, the only legitimate? one. |
mean by that that we are powerless to change the social order and,
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even if we were not, we should not know what to do; in taking action,
no matter in what direction, we should never be sure of not doing more
harm than good, by retarding some inevitable evolution. From the
scientific peint of view, on the contrary, we may hope to do something;
the ground is solider here, and any discovery that we may make,
however small, will remain acquired knowledge.

See how it works out: it is agreed that we shall be great friends,
but if you leave France in a year it would be an altogether too platonic?
friendship, that of two creatures who wouid never see each other
again. Wouldn’t it be better for you to stay with me? | know that this
question angers you, and that you don't want to speak of it again —
and then, too, | feel so thoroughly unworthy of you from every point of
view.

| thought of asking your permission to meet you by chance in
Fribourg. But you are staying there, unless | am mistaken, only one
day, and on that day you will of course belong to our friends the
Kovalskis.

Believe me your very devoted

Pierre Curie

o,
a

A )
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