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Lesson One

TEXT

JIMMY VALENTINE

by O. Henry

A guard came to the prison shoeshop, where Jimmy was work-
ing, and told him that the warden wished to see him.

Jimmy went into the warden’ s office, not knowing what to ex-
pect.

“Valentine, "the warden said, “you’ll be pleased to hear that
the governor has given you a pardon. You’ll go out in the morning
.... Brace up and make a man of yourself. You are not a bad fellow
at heart. Stop cracking safes and live straight.”

“Me?” Jimmy said, in surprise. “Why, I never cracked a safe
in my life.”

“Oh, no,” the warden laughed. “Of course not. Let’s see
now. How was it you happened to get sent up on that Springfield
job? Was it because you couldn’t prove an alibi? Or was it simply a
case of a mean jury that had it in for you?”

“Me?” Jimmy said. “Why, warden, I was never in Springfield
in my life.”

“Take him away,” the warden said. “Release him at seven to-
morrow morning. Better think over my advice, Valentine.”
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At seven o’ clock the next morning Jimmy Valentine was in the
warden’s outer office, waiting for the door to be unlocked. He wore
a badly fitting ready-made suit and a pair of stiff shoes the state pro-
vides its discharged guests.

The clerk handed him a railroad ticket and a five-dollar bill that
was supposed to help him get a new start in life. The warden gave
him a cigar, shook his hand, and wished him well.

Jimmy walked slowly to the railroad station. On the way he
tossed a quarter into the hat of a blind man sitting by a doorway.

Three hours later he left the train at a little station near the
state line. He went to the café of one Mike Dolan and shook hands
with Mike, who was alone behind the bar.

“Sorry we couldn’ t get you out sconer, Jimmy, me boy,”
Mike said. “The governor, you know, wasn’t sure about ycu. Are
you all right?”

“Fine,” Jimmy said. “Do you have my key?”

i4ike handed over the key. Jimmy went upstairs and unlocked
the door of a room at the rear. Everything was just as he had [eft it.
Cn the floor he found one of Ben Price’s cuff links, which had been
dropped when that eminent detective had arrested him.

Pulling from the wall a folding bed, Jimmy slid back a panel in
the wall and dragged out a dust-covered suitcase. He opened it and
gazed fondly at the finest set of burglar tools in the East. It was a
complete set, and it had ccet him over nine hundred dollars.

In half an hour Jimmy went downstairs through the café. He
was now dressed in tasteful, well-fitting clothes and carried his dust-
ed and cleaned suitcase in his hand.

“Got anything on?” Mike Dolan asked.
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“Me?” Jimmy said in a puzzled tone. “I don’t understand.
I’ m now an honest salesman, representing the New York Snappy
Cracker Company.”

A week after the release of Valentine, there was a neat safe
burglary in Indiana and then there was a bank safe robbery in Mis-
souri. The losses were high, and the police and the bank officials de-
cided to ask for the help of the famous thiefcatcher Ben Price.

“It looks like Jimmy Valentine again,” he said after he had
completed his investigation. “He’s up to his old tricks, U1l bet.”

One afternoon Jimmy climbed down from a mail coach in LCl-
more, a little town in the back country of Arkansas. Jimmy, look-
ing like an athletic young senior just home from college, went down
the board sidewalk toward the hotel.

A young lady crossed the street, passed him at the corner and
entered a door over which hung the sign “The Elmore Bank.” Jim-
my looked into her eyes, forgot what he was, and became another
man. She looked at Jimmy and blushed. Young men of Jimmy’s
style and looks were scarce in Elmore.

Jimmy spoke to a boy who was loafing in front of the bank.
“Isn’t that Miss Polly Simpson?” he asked.

“Naw, ” the boy said. “She’s Annabel Adams. Her pa owns
this bank.”

Jimmy was forced to make a quick decision. He had fallen in
love with Miss Annabel Adams.

He went to the hotel and registered as Ralph D. Spencer. He
told the clerk he had come to Elmore to start a business. He had
thought of a shoe business. Was there an opening?

The clerk was impressed with Jimmy' s style. He liked
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Jimmy' s new bow tie. Yes, there was need for a shoe store in
town, and he hoped Mr. Spencer would locate there soon.

And so, Mr. Ralph Spencer put aside all that was Jimmy
Valentine and became a good citizen of Elmore. His store did well
from the beginning. Meanwhile he had become socially popular in
the town. He had met Annabel Adams, and before the end of the

year they were engaged.
(To be continued)
WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

warden ['waidn] n.  the official in charge of a prison

governcr ['gavana] n.  a person who controls or directs the public
affairs of a city, province, colony or (US) a state

pardon ['pa:dn] n. forgiveness; an action of a court or ruler fc.-
giving a perscn for an unlawful act, or forgiving the act itself
v. to forgive; to excuse; to overlook

brace [breis] v. to give vigor or energy to; to stimulate

brace up to brace oneself; to call forth one’s courage, resolution,
etc.

crack [krek] n.  a line of division where something is broken, but
not into separate parts; v. to get or make a crack or cracks
in; to break into ( a safe)

alibi [ 'zlibai] n. an argument or defence that a person charged
with a crime was in another place at the time the crime was
done and that he therefore could not have done it

jury ['dzuari] n.  a body of persons (in US and Britain, twelve)
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who swear to give a true decision (a verdict) on issues of fact in
a case in a court of justice

have it in for (someone) to bear (someone) ill will; to have a bit-
ter feeling against; to wish or mean to harm

release [ri'liis] v. to allow to go; to set free;  n. releasing or be-
ing released; an instance of this

discharge [dis'tfa:d3] v.  to send (someone) away; to allow
(someone) to leave

toss [tos] v. to throw up into or through the air; to jerk

quarter ['kworta] n.  (US) 25 cents

cuff [kaf] n. the end of a shirt or coat sleeve at the wrist

link [lipk] n.  (usually plural) one of a pair of fasteners for the
sleeves of a shirt

rear [rio] n. the back part; (as an attributive) in or at the rear

eminent [ 'eminant] adj. (of a person) distinguished

slide [slaid] v. to (cause to) move smoothly over; to slip along a
polished surface

panel ['penl] n. a separate part of the surface of a door, ceiling,
etc. usually raised above or sunk below the surrounding area

tasteful ['teistful] adj. showing good taste

snappy ['snepi] adj. likely to break, part or be released suddenly,
especially with a sharp, cracking sound

cracker [ 'kreeka] n.  a small thin round or square well-baked
unsweetened cake of a breadlike mixture

burglar ['bagla] n. a person who breaks into a house at night in
order to steal

burglary ['bagloeri] n.  (an instance of) the crime of breaking into
a house at night to steel
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athletic [®0'letik] adj. physically strong, with well-balanced pro-

portions between the trunk and limbs

scarce [skeas] adj. rare; seldom met with

register [ 'redzista] v. to enter one’s name on a formal or official

record

loaf [louf] v.  to waste time; to spend time idly

locate [lau'keit] v. to take up residence or set up business

PROPER NOUNS

Jimmy Valentine {'dzimi 'velontin]

O. Henry [iau 'henri)
Springfield [ 'sprinfi:ld ]

Mike Dolan [ 'maik 'doulen]
Indiana {,indi'na]
Missouri [ mi'zuori]

Ben Price [ 'ben 'prais]
Elmore [ 'elmo:]

Arkansas ['akanso:]

Polly Simpson [ 'poli 'simpsan]
Annabel Adams ['®nabel '&damz]

Ralph D. Spencer ['reif 'di: 'spensa]
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NOTES TO THE TEXT

1. O. Henry: This is the pseudonym of William Sydney Porter
(1862 —1910), the famous American short-story writer. Among
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his best known tales are The Gift of the Magi, The Furnished
Room, A Service of Love, The Cop and the Anthem, etc.,
which illustrate his technique of ironic coincidence and the sur-
prising ending.
. How was it you happened to get sent up on that Springfield job?
1) The preposition on here expresses the basis, ground or reason
for something, meaning “because of”, “as a result of”, or
“through”.
Another example:
The man was arrested on a charge of theft.
2) Here job is a slang word meaning a dishonest or harmful piece
of work, especially robbery or a beating.
3) send up: to send (someone) to prison
. of one Mike Dolan ... .

One means “a certain” when it is used before names.

4. me boy: my boy

. the East: the states of the U.S. A. rast of the Mississippi and
north of the Ohio, especially the northern states on the Atlantic
seaboard

. there was a neat safe burglary .... : ... there was a safe

burglary which was done cleverly and smartly . ...

7. I’ll bet: I'm certain

. naw [no;, mno]: an American slang word meaning “no”

EXERCISES

. Answer the following questions on the text:
1. Where was Jimmy working when a guard came to him?
- 7 .



. Why did the warden want to speak to Jimmy? What did he

tell Jimmy?

. Did the warden believe Jimmy when he said that he had

never cracked a safe in his life? How do you know?

4. Why did the clerk give Jimmy a five-dollar bill?

5. Where did Jimmy live before he was arrested?

6. Who was Ben Price? What conclusion did he reach when he

9.
10.

had completed his investigation?

. Whom did Jimmy meet in Elmore that caused a change in

him?

. Why was Jimmy forced to make a quick decision? What de-

cision did he have to make?
What was Jimmy going to do in Elmore?
Did his plan work?

Il . Paraphrase the following:

1.
2.

N W

Brace up and make a man of yourself.

How was it you happened to get sent up on that Springfield

job?
. Or was it simply a case of a mean jury that had it in for you?
. “Got anything on?” Mike Dolan asked.
. He’s up to his old tricks, I'll bet.

. Jimmy, looking like an athletic young senior just home from

college, went down the board sidewalk toward the hotel.

. Jimmy looked into her eyes, forgot what he was, and be-
came another man.

8. ...

and he hoped Mr. Spencer would locate there soon.

I . Explain the italicized words in the following:

1.

Stop cracking safes and live straight .
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2. Was it because you couldn’t prove an alibi?

. He wore a badly fitting ready-made suit and a pair of stiff

shoes the state provides its discharged guests.

. Three hours later he left the train at a little station near the

state line .

5. He went to the café of one Mike Dolan .

6. One afternoon Jimmy climbed down from a mail coach in

Elmore . ...

7. Was there an opening?
8. He liked Jimmy’s new bow tie.
IV. Fill in each of the blanks with a suitable preposition or adverb:

1. He looked up __ surprise when he heard his name
called.

2. The kitchen was  the rear of the house.

3. O. Henry was eminent _______ a short-story writer.

4. The drawers of this desk slide and easily.

5. Who is standing there  the corner of the street?

6. Mary likes to speak  a commanding tone.

7. The old fisherman gazed _____ me politely and
interest.

8. Nowadays there is a great need  high-quality goods.

9. We'll have tolook _ the problem sooner or later.

10. Did he impress the teacher  his fine words?

V. Translate the following into Chinese:

1.

Jimmy went into the warden’s office, nct knowing what to

expect.

2. You are not a bad fellow at heart.
3. The clerk handed him a railroad ticket and a five-dollar bill
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that was supposed to help him get a new start in life.

4. Everything was just as he had left it.

5. He was dressed in tasteful, well-fitting clothes and carried
his dusted and cleaned suitcase in his hand.

6. It looks like Jimmy Valentine again.

7. Jimmy spoke to a boy who was loafing in front of the bank.

8. And so, Mr. Ralph Spencer put aside all that was Jimmy
Valentine and became a good citizen of Elmore.

. Replace the italicized words or phrases with specific words or

expressions that appear in the text:

1. The people in the village are generous in their innermost
nature .

2. Ever since John insulted her, the teacher has had a bitter
feeling against him.

3. The members of the jury were set free from their duties.

4. The angry bull caused the rider to fall to the ground .

5. The children were moving smoothly down the snow-covered
mountainside.

6. Anne looked long and steadily at the painting on the wali.

7. During the depression, the workers who had lost their jobs
wasted their time in the street.

8. Hans and Jan promised to marry each other.

. Make sentences with each of the following words, using differ-

ent parts of speech indicated in the brackets:

1. pardon (n. v.)

2. straight (adv. adj.)

3. release (v. n.)

4. dust (v. n.)
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