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The Research on the Reform Movement
in Hunan (1895 — 1898)

Abstract

The Constitutional Reform and Modernization of 1898 was a
patriotic movement of saving the nation and avoiding the carviﬁg up
of China by imperizalists, it was a bourgeois political reform and an
enlightenment campaign of ideas as well. The reform movement in
Hunan played a very important role in the whole movement. It was
not only an epitome of the reform, but inbued real reforming ideas
with significance of social practice. It made Hunan of then a back-
ward province leap to “a most vital province”. Therefore, a com-
prehensive and systematical study of the reform in Hunan as an inde-
pendent academic subject will provide a unique angle of view for the
study of the Reform all over China, and will also make people un-
derstand the historical fate of the Reform better.

The foreword sets forth its proper place in history and its sig-
nificance , and also reviews the studies of the reform movement in
Hunan which have been done since it took place a century ago. On
the basis of the summary of studies the researching thought of this

book is established, namely to enhance quantitative analysis, the
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concrete research and description of development of the reform in
Hunan; to grasp the relationship of the reform in Hunan with the
Reform in the whole nation, and pay close attention to investigate
the intricate relation between the political situation of the royal court
and the reform in Hunan; to make a deepgoing study of the main
figures and their development of thoughts in the reform in Humnan.
Chapter 1 to V are the main part of this book. Chapter [
makes specific analysis about the social foundation of the reform
movement in Hunan in the following three aspects: social economy,
cultural tradition and the condition of the geniry. In order to make
a thorough study of the process of the movement from rise to fall,
the coming three chapters divide the movement into three stages.
From the year 1895, when Tan Sitong initiated mathematics study
in Liuyang to November of 1897, when Liang Qichao et al. came to
Hunan, it was the beginning of the refrom movement in Hunan.
The main characteristic in this pericd was to introduce new trend
and start the modern industry and traffic. It was basically a p.art. of
the Westernization Movement. From November 1897 to May
1898, the reform movement in Hunan came to its prosperous
phase. Facing with the crisis of being carved up, the reformers put
forward plans for the reform, this put new contents to the reform
movement in Hunan. The development of the school of Current Af-
fairs (Shi Wu Xue Tang B %% #), the establishing of South
China Study Society (Nan Xue Hui ® % <) and Hunan Daily
(Xiang Bao ###), the setting up of the “Modern Police Bureau
{Bao Wei Ju R FE/&)” and “Officers Training School (Ke Li
2



Guan PRF4E)” ete, 2l these reflected the view of “civil rights”
and “local self-government”. Thus the reform in Hunan reach its
golden age, and Hunan became centre of the whole Reform. In
May 1898, Chen Baozhen, the governor of Hunan, checked some
notebooks by the students in the school of Current Affairs, and this
was the turning point of the reform movement in Hunan. Heated
disputes between the reformers and the conservative emerged. The
disputes were spread to Beijing, which had great effect on the tac-
tics of the Reform Movement afterwards. When "Wu Xu Coup
IY'état took place, the reform movement in Hunan and the Reform
all over China came to failure at last, and all of the new policies en-
countered an overall frustration. Chapter V analyses the historical
influence of the reform movement in Hunan in three respects: the
profound social change in Hunan, the evolution of the consciousness
of local self-government and the spreading of the revolutionary
thoughts of anti-Qing Dynasty.

Chapter VI to W constitute another important part of this
book. These three chapters launch a study of the officials and gen-
tries in the reform movement in Hunan. Making a study of ten most
important figures, this book points out the radical trend of Tan
Sitong, the compromising trend of Chen Baozhen and the conserva-
tive trend of Wang Xiangqgian. From the Psychological transition of
the officials and gentries in the refrom movement we can perceive
how arduous and intricate the Chinese modern reform was.

The conclusion presents a detailed analysis of different versions

about the failure of the Reform, and puts forward my own view
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about it: After the Sino-Japanese War of 1894 — 1895, opportuni-
ties of reform did appear in China, but it was not clear even 1o all
the reformers how to put the reforming policies into practice, and
also the reformers had no authority to carry out their political view,
In a word, the reform movement in Hunan lacks the social base

which can make it accomplished.

Keywords: Research, Reform Movement, in Hunan
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